School Governance
We are very lucky to have a broad range of skills within our governing body, these
skills are reviewed annually and governors join one or more of the four sub
committees depending on their experience, skills and interest. The role of
governors is strategic, they are a critical friend to the school and it is their job to
ensure that the school has strategic direction, is spending the money it receives
well and monitors the overall performance of the school by holding staff to account
if this falls below expectation.

Autumn 2019

Each term we will introduce a member of the governing body and highlight some of
the work they have carried out.
I was elected by parents in 2015 and I am a member of the curriculum and impact
committee. When we met in September, a full review of the results from the
summer was carried out and governors challenged leaders where progress did not
meet our high expectations, as well as commending them in areas where it was
even better than expected. We use a range of data when we review school
performance, looking for year on year improvements and may compare the school
nationally. We also agreed the school targets for 2019-20 and discussed the
curriculum, in particular looking at the range and scope of the curriculum and
ensuring that it is ambitious for all students.

I am also link governor for transition, ensuring that there are clear plans for
recruitment and review the strategic plans for how we prepare students who are
transferring to our school. As link governor for transition and a member of the
curriculum and impact committee, I have insight into the work the school does
with partnership schools to bridge the gap between key stage 2 and key stage 3.
Most recently, as link governor for Sixth Form, I joined Miss Alford on the interview
panel for the sixth form prefects. Whilst this may be seen as operational it
demonstrates that governors are invested in the personal development of students
as well as their academic progress, and it was a joy to be a part of.

Drop Everything and Read!
Staff and students continue to ‘escape’ from school every Monday morning…
and we all think that’s a great idea! Turn to page 3 for the full story!

During the next half term, my focus will be on music, the area of
the curriculum I am linked to and on the quality of the information,
advice and guidance in school.
Mrs Povey
Parent Governor
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Eco-Gardening Project
Harvesting Heroes
After a long summer break the nurture group has returned to the school Ecofriendship garden for another year of animal husbandry, botany and horticulture.
We were delighted to be greeted by a bumper crop of runner beans, which were
planted in one of our raised beds last half-term.
Within minutes our green fingered students had harvested any beans 15-20cm in
length. With the uncertainties of Brexit’s trade impact on our farming community,
we are exploring the benefits of being self-sustaining, where possible, while
maintaining an organic system.

Community
Likewise, the parent portal is a valuable tool for you to view
information about your child's behaviour, achievements and
attendance, including giving you the ability to check individual
lessons scores. The portal also gives you access to comments made
by form tutors and subject staff, amongst many other features. If
you do not have a log in, please go to www.bb-hs.co.uk/
parentportal. Tutorial videos to enable you to make the most of
the portal can be found on the home page, and also on our
Facebook page.

Stepping Out! A Visit from the BBC
On Tuesday 24th September, we were lucky enough to be visited by teams from
CBeebies and Newsround, along with other colleagues from the BBC.
They worked with students from Year 8, 9 and 12 during their visit. Students were
given the experience of being in a live newsroom, generating and pitching story
ideas to the BBC team. Our stories ranged from sporting successes both locally and
nationally, a new dance school opening in Fenton, environmental issues and issues
faced in schools today. Students did a fantastic job of both generating and pitching
ideas. We look forward to our next collaboration with the BBC!

Miss J Marsden
Core Subject Leader - English

Alumni
Our main focus this academic year, is healthy eating. During our theory lessons, we
are looking to create dishes where our produce can be utilised, for at least the
majority, if not all of a meal. The student’s first meal idea consisted of steamed
beans, boiled potatoes and tarragon from the garden, alongside bacon lardons from
the supermarket. As the year progresses we hope to create more tasty meals which
are healthy, home grown and have a low carbon footprint.
We have also welcomed three new chickens to the flock this week. The pullets are
still young but are only weeks away from being at point of lay and their eggs will be
a beautiful brown colour. They are copper maran pullets, mother is French and
their father is Dutch. We are still in the processing of establishing the pecking
order but they have settled well and are enjoying spending time pecking around in
the garden.
Mr A Hulley
Teaching Assistant
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Calling all past Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form students!
Would you be willing to share your experiences of life after high school?
To support our citizenship programme, we are developing our alumni section of our
website, and would love to feature as many stories from past students as possible.
If you are willing to help, please complete our brief form, accessed here:
http://www.bb-hs.co.uk/alumni/

Mrs L Pheasey
Teacher of English
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Welcome

Community
Vacancy for Parent Governor

Drop Everything and Read

The term of office for a parent governor comes to an end in the middle of November and as
such all parents are invited to stand for election as a parent governor, or nominate another
parent to do so. In our school we have provision for three parent governors and there is
currently one vacancy.

The corridors of Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form fall eerily silent on a
Monday morning, as staff and students escape to other locations; far-flung
countries, historical sites and in some cases, other worlds! As part of our Drop
Everything and Read initiative, staff and students spend one tutorial a week
reading their own choice of book. Senior leaders and Heads of Year join different
groups so that they don’t miss out! George R.R. Martin, author of the Game of
Thrones books, once wrote, ‘A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies….The
man who never read lives only one.’ This made us think about all of the lives that
our readers were living during their reading time.

The governing body, with the headteacher, has overall responsibility for the running of the
school. Governing bodies have three core strategic functions:



Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;



Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school
and its pupils; and



Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well
spent.

Here are some of the amazing locations that our staff escaped to last week……

Mrs Kadri – Brighton, London

No special qualifications are needed and the most important thing is to have a keen interest
in the school and be prepared to play an active part in the governing body’s work.
The link below summarises the circumstances under which someone cannot serve as a
governor. In addition, parents/carers who have paid employment in the school for 500 or
more hours per academic year or who are elected members of the Local Authority, are not
eligible to stand in these elections. Nominations must be from parents or carers with
children at the school on the day that nominations close.
If you would like to stand for election please complete a nomination form which is available
from Mrs N Mitton, clerk to governors (office@bb-hs.co.uk) and return it to the school no
later than Monday 4th November, 2019. You may also include a short personal statement to
support your nomination, which should be no longer than 250 words. Self-nominations will
be accepted but if you are nominating another parent, please seek their prior consent.
If there are more nominations than vacancies, the election will be by secret ballot. If that is
necessary, voting papers will be sent to all parents together with details of the ballot
procedure.

Miss Bloor – Poland, 1943

Mr Leese – A desert in a parallel universe
Miss Marsden – The Shadowhunter Institute, LA, 2015

Dr Mitchell – 14th century England
Mrs Willott - Gryffindor common room, Hogwarts

Visit www.bb-hs.co.uk/governor-information/ to view the full terms and conditions.

Mrs N Mitton
Clerk to Governors

Social Media and the Parent Portal
We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents/carers that we often use
social media to share news, as well as using the parent portal. Our facebook page
can be found using the URL: https://www.facebook.com/BlytheHigh/ - if you
haven't already done so, please like our page to ensure that you are up to date
with news and events.
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Mr Flavell – Ukraine, 1980
Mrs Bawn – A peach farm in Sylvan, South Carolina 1964
Mrs Cartlidge – A conservation park in Adelaide, Australia 2009
Mr Hughes – Into Discworld
Mrs R Johnson
Headteacher

3

Art Showcase

Culture & Ethos
We aim to ensure that staff and students have positive attitudes to all learning
experiences, and are self-respecting, generous and thoughtful members of the
school community who believe in what we intend to achieve.

Year 9 Pop Art Project

Driven by values of pride, respect and kindness, our culture and ethos ensure that
students build the habits of heart and mind that allow their learning to thrive
through repeated and consistent practice. We want all stakeholders to create long
lasting and effective partnerships and work relentlessly together to achieve
success with a specific set of routines that everyone commits to implementing
inside and outside the classroom.
This year, our pastoral care falls under the heading of Culture & Ethos and is driven
by the statement above. We recognise that the behaviour of our young people is a
complex and emotive issue but it is a by-product of the culture that permeates the
community. I would like to remind parents and students that the Culture & Ethos of
our school is rooted in systems and policies based on the values of pride, respect
and kindness and is cultivated through routines, responses and relationships.

Year 11 Artistic Research Boards

Our Culture & Ethos promotes a behaviour system that is understood by all and
applied consistently whilst focusing more on opportunities. Our positive ethos is
underpinned by our pastoral system which promotes a proactive culture of support.
Students benefit from sharing experiences with children of their own age whilst
being part of a system that creates exciting opportunities to mix with other year
groups. Positive relationships create successful communities and as staff and
governors we work together to promote high expectations for all students across
the school, leading by example to model respect and excellence.
We make no apology for demanding the highest standards and in return we respect
students’ ideas and opinions. Through our prefects, student leaders and the
student council, students have an active and important role in developing and
improving themselves and their school. Similarly, we recognise that developing
open partnerships with parents will help students achieve their potential and
ensure that they are happy and safe in school.

We are adding capacity to the pastoral team in the role of pastoral apprentices
whose job will be to support the heads of year and Student Support Centre with
administrative and social and emotional support for the most susceptible students.

Year 12 Final Project

Prefects
At the end of last academic year, we had a record number of applications to be
prefects.
Students were invited to talk about their academic achievements, progress as well
as the abilities and skills that would enable them to fulfil such a role. They were

4

Mrs R Johnson
Curriculum Leader of Art
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Art Showcase
Year 7 Camera Project

Culture & Ethos
also required to choose an area in which they would like to work ranging from
teaching & transition to events and fundraising.
62 students were offered the role and Mr Leech set about reforming their uniform
and identity. The successful students were invited to collect their new ties in front
of their parents on the Year Ahead evening in September, which was a proud
moment for us all.
Six applications stood out more than the others, and these students were invited to
a formal interview with Mrs Johnson, Mrs Kadri and Mr Leech for the two positions
of Head Prefect. We were thoroughly delighted to offer those to Holly Haigh and
Daniel Stevenson.
The Head Prefects made their debut at the Year 6 Open Evening giving speeches to
parents about the Culture & Ethos and Teaching & Learning. They were confident
and eloquent and proved that they will be a real asset to the school. The other
applicants were still successful in being granted the title of Senior Prefects.

Year 8 Van Gogh Project

Head of Year 11, Mr Leech, with the Senior Prefect team

Already the events prefects are busy with the organisation of the Pythian Games.
The teaching & transition prefects are going to support our Year 7s on a Monday
with reading and the fundraising prefects have successfully organised the Douglas
MacMillan Coffee Morning and are organising the House Harvest Competition.
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Drama

Culture & Ethos
Rewards & Celebration

A Word from the Director

More than ever, we want to recognise and celebrate positive achievements,
academic, social and emotional, and attitudinal. We do this in a number of ways
across the school, in classrooms, assemblies, newsletters through display and
communication.

As a cast, we have had some wonderfully deep conversations during the rehearsal
period: about why women did not have the vote before a hundred years ago; what
they went through to get it; would the vote have been given to them then without
WWI; the class system and many other topics.

Students in Years 7 to 11 accumulate achievement points during the school year
which are recognised through progress reports to parents and our FROG platform.
They are also awarded bronze, silver, gold and platinum pin badges as they
accumulate points throughout the year. Students are asked to wear the badge on
their blazer.

This group of Year 7-9 students were absolutely wonderful to work with, some of
them were loud and outgoing, some shy and quiet but each brought something to
the group.

In the Spotlight

Profits made will go straight back into resources for the drama students. I would
love to buy a lighting tripod so that we can have stage lights in N5 and use them for
class and extra-curricular activities.

As they progress, students will exchange their badge for the appropriate colour.
Badges are awarded to students during assembly. Once a student has accumulated
enough points for a gold or platinum badge, the badge is presented by the
Headteacher, who also writes to the student’s parents.
There is an exciting new initiative this term called In the Spotlight. Heads of Year
are invited to nominate students within their year to come and talk about
something that they are proud of with Mrs Kadri and Mrs Johnson. We are only four
weeks in and the student responses have been fabulous. It ranges from students
talking about their academic achievements to students altruistically taking on a
challenge for a charity.
One Year 11 student shared an animation that he spent six weeks producing which
led to a new friendship with a Year 9 student, and promises of a joint project. In
the Spotlight also celebrates the hard work and commitment shown by our staff.
Mr Baldwin was nominated in week 2 by a Year 7 parent who was very grateful for
his kindness in ensuring her son’s successful transition to high school. We have
already had staff asking if they can nominate their peers, which highlights the
mutual respect within our community.

Mrs K Baines
Curriculum Leader of Drama

6
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Drama

Culture & Ethos

I Was A Good Girl ‘Til

The Pythian Games

‘I Was A Good Girl ‘Til’ is published as part of an anthology of short one act plays
called ‘Sepia and Song’. From that anthology, ‘A Memory of Lizzie’ is based on the
story of Lizzie Borden and her axe, was a GCSE Drama set text many years ago
which is how I first came across David Foxton’s work.

Mrs Kadri and the events prefects have launched a
thrilling new house competition named The Pythian
Games, introduced by Apollo, the Greek God of music.
Students are invited to form their teams and rehearse
three categories: vocal, instrumental and band. A judging
panel will decide on the most creative and artistic
performances which will be witnessed by a select
audience as a reward for their excellent behaviour and
attitude this term. There will be more than a wreath of
bay laurels for those all-important winners!

As a first school play in a number of years, ‘I Was A Good Girl ‘Til’ was ideal as the
roles were short and quick, could be easily doubled up and costumes could be
representational rather than having to be totally historically accurate. That doesn’t
mean we did not try to get costume and props appropriate to the age but we
certainly did not raided the museums and private collections for the real deal.
The play touched on many moments that really did happen and this quite
astounded the cast, many of them who have (rightly) been quite indignant about
the different views of the time. Suffragettes really did ‘post themselves’ to 10
Downing Street, Emily Wilding Davison did die from injuries suffered from the
King’s horse Anmer (but did she mean to die when she had bought a return ticket?)
and Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst was looked down on by many because of her
background, never mind her radical ideas.

Behaviour for Learning

Cast List (In order of appearance)

Detention is held every lunchtime and students do detention the same day that
they are given it. This means that the consequence of their actions is immediate;

As part of our drive to ensure that students behave with consistently high levels of
respect, we have introduced a centralised detention system. This system is
demanding, consistent and allows teachers to focus on high quality teaching,
planning and feedback.
The system is built upon a few simple rules:

Newsboy – Scarlett Goble

Lady Amberley – Caitlin Robinson

Lady Bagot – Lamorna Barker
Mrs Thompson – Cadence Knight

Lady Combermere – Alana Ballone
Mrs Russell – Izabelle Holland

Mrs Parkes – Heather Anthony

Mrs Fearnley – Megan Goodwin

Mr Murray – Alex Bradley
Ethel – Grace Stephenson

Mrs Murray – Katie Burn
Kathleen – Madison Somers

Annie – Milli Poynton

Mrs Pankhurst – Jess Rafferty

Heckler – Evan Pugh
Mrs Pankhurst’s supporters – Imogen Crowther
and Eleanor Johnson

Mr Cremer – Leo Palmer
Girl singer – Cadence Knight

5 a day

Policemen – Georgina Mee and Alex Bradley
Asquith – Olivia Cooper

Postman – Emma Robinson
Wealthy Man – Evan Pugh

1.

A black / blue and green pen

Magistrate – Georgina Mee

Ponsonby – Daniel Brown

2.

A ruler

Masterman – Heather Anthony
Governor – Mason Stockdale

Wardress – Caitlin Robinson
Mary – Emma Robinson

3.

A pencil

4.

A scientific calculator

Chaplain – Dan Brown

Mr Hardie – Holly Patrickson

5.

A reading book

General – Olivia Cooper

Newsboy – Leo Palmer
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Detention is held by a senior leader and the student welfare officer;
Detentions are given consistently for the same reasons everywhere in the school,
meaning there are no questions over whether one teacher is ‘easier’ to misbehave
with.
The benefits are numerous. For the students, everyone knows where they stand
and parents know the system is fair and robustly enforced by staff. Students are
becoming more self-compliant with the system knowing that there are no loop
holes.
A reminder that all students must bring with them the following equipment
everyday in order to facilitate their learning:

Mrs S Kadri
Senior Deputy Headteacher

7

Citizenship

Music

Tutor group 7C3 are embarking on a project in partnership with the UHNM charity
in their citizenship lessons. Over the coming weeks, students will be working to
support the incredible work of the neonatal intensive care unit in a variety of ways.
As well as raising funds, students will be producing packs for parents and siblings of
babies in intensive care. Once the packs are complete, a selection of students will
be given the opportunity to take our donations to the unit and meet the staff, to
see the direct impact of the work we are doing in school. If any members of our
school community would like to donate any of the following items, they would be
gratefully received by Mrs Pheasey and 7C3 in N6A:
Parent packs:
Toothbrushes
Shampoo/conditioner
Shower gel
Sponge or shower puff
Biscuits/small packaged snacks

Sibling packs:
Colouring books
Activity books
Stickers
Small soft toys
Pencils/pens

We would also like to congratulate all those that have taken examinations recently.
Millie Gibson – Grade 3 flute
Cadence Knight – Grade 4 Music Theatre and Grade 3 Clarinet
Zack Dean – Grade 3 trombone
Isobelle Hawkins – Grade 2 piano
Sam – Grade 2 trumpet
Well done to all and good luck to anyone that has exams coming up in the next
couple of months!
Miss H Balewski
Curriculum Leader of Music

Drama
On Wednesday 11th September all the Year 11 GCSE drama students, along with
some from lower year groups, travelled to Derby to watch 'One Man, Two Guvnors'.
If anyone would like to support by knitting a hat for a premature baby, we can
provide specific knitting patterns approved by the hospital - please email
l.pheasey@bb-hs.co.uk, or see our school facebook page.

Mrs L Pheasey
Teacher of English

8

Based on the commedia dell-arte play, 'One Servant, Two Masters' the story follows
Francis Henshall who manages to secure a job as a minder for small time gangster
Roscoe Crabbe. What he doesn't know is that his new guvnor is really Roscoe's sister
Rachel in disguise as her own dead brother who has been killed by her boyfriend
Stanley Stubbers. To complicate matters further, Francis gets a second job working
for the very same Stanley Stubbers who is hiding from the police. All Francis needs
to do is ensure his two guvnors don't meet.

The production was brilliant, full of high energy
comedic acting and farcical situations that made
the audience laugh out loud. The students
absolutely loved it and were talking about
elements of it all the way home in the minibus.
Huge thanks to Mr Myatt for driving us and a huge
thanks to all the students for their positive
attitude and humour that night.
Mrs K Baines
Curriculum Leader of Drama
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Music
The end of last term and the start of this one have been fantastic!
Firstly we say thank you and well done to our wonderful musicians who took part in
the Summer Concert in July! The students were amazing and we showcased some
wonderful talent that we hope to build upon for the Christmas concert (which we
warmly invite you to attend on 12th December 2019).
As well as this, some of our older students went on tour to Valkenburg in the
Netherlands in the first week of the summer holidays with Newcastle Music Centre.
The staff on tour said that they were a real credit to the school and were delightful
to have. Well done to those who went!

We also have some wonderful music-making going on in Year 7 and we are looking
forward to showcasing some of these performances in the Year 7 Festival of the
Arts Concert on Monday 2nd December.
We are also looking for unused or unwanted instruments - if anyone has any
instruments that are no longer being used at home and would like to donate them
to our music department, we would love to hear from you!
As a gentle reminder - all GCSE and A-Level musicians should be part of at least
one main school ensemble and one specialist ensemble, which is also outlined in
the tuition booklet. Our ensemble groups this year are:
Main School Ensemble:
Jazz Orchestra – Tuesday 3pm-4:30pm
Orchestra – Wednesday 3pm-4:15pm
Choir – Wednesday and Friday – 1:10pm-1:55pm
Specialist Ensemble:
Flute Choir – Monday 8:35am
Brass Ensemble – Tuesday 8:35am
String Ensemble – Thursday 1:15pm-1:35pm
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Health, Safety & Wellbeing Update
Please remember to keep up-to-date with school Health & Safety news via the
school website, if you would like to access the parent portal, which enables you to
view letters sent home and other important information regarding your child,
please visit www.bb-hs.co.uk/parentportal to sign up.
Emergency School Closures
Just to keep all parents/carers/students up to date, over the winter months we
will continue to operate our Emergency School Closure Procedure in line with
County guidance. We will only close the school in an emergency which we cannot
overcome. In the event of adverse weather consideration will be given to
pathways, steps and slopes around the school, conditions of local roads and public
transport, school heating and the general health & safety of our students and staff.
Where a decision is made to close the school we will inform parents, by 7:30am, in
the following way:


Via the Staffordshire County Council Emergency School Closures Website:
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures



Local radio stations



Text directly home to parents/carers



Message to parents/carers on our school website

Parents can now sign up for a new free service at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
CustomerAlerts. This provides parents with a smart phone version of school
closures if you do not have access to a PC or iPad. Once we have alerted
Staffordshire County Council that our school will be closed parents will receive a
free text and email directly.
Road and Rail Safety
I would like to remind all students to take care in our community when travelling
to and from school, remembering road safety in particular at the train lines on
Uttoxeter Road. Please do not try to run over the train lines as the barriers are
closing! Please remember to park considerately in the village when collecting your
child from school.
Through assemblies and newsletters, we continue to remind students and parents
of the dangers associated with pedestrian and vehicle danger on railway crossings.
Most recently, we delivered a rail and road safety presentation to all of our Year 7
students; this was a positive experience with many students asking very sensible
and interesting questions regarding rail and road safety.
Further details can be found at http://networkrail.co.uk/level-crossings/.
Mrs W Keeble
Director of Business & Finance
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Year 7 / Transition

Library
Library Helpers

Open Evening Success

Our 10 wonderful student library helpers have been invaluable to our library
service, and I am so grateful for their hard work and dedication. They shelve
books, help with displays and generate fantastic ideas. They will be finishing their
posts in December, and will help me to recruit and train 10 new year 7 students for
the new year.

Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form held its annual Year 6 Prospective Parents
evening on Wednesday 25th September. The evening started with a presentation by
Headteacher Mrs Johnson and her team who were joined by our Head Prefects.
Performances included dance and music, whilst families were given the opportunity
to explore the school and engage in curriculum activities.

Donations
We always accept nearly new, good condition fiction books to add to our
collection. If you’re having a clear out, please think of us!

Grade Level Book Lists
Together with the English department, book lists have been created for each grade
level to give our students the chance to widen their reading. Students should aim
to read six of these books during the course of the school year. The titles marked
with an asterisk* are in our school library. Parents/carers can purchase books for
their own students individually, buy one of the titles to donate, or donate to the
library book campaign that can be found in ParentPay. The English department will
have some reading activities on these books available in their classes.

YEAR 7
Lisa Thompson, The Goldfish Boy*
Kiran Hargrave, The Island at the End of Everything,
Susan Cooper, The Dark is Rising*
Philip Reeve, Mortal Engines*
Simon Mayo, Itch*
Malala Yousafazi, I am Malala*
Rick Riordan, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Phillip Pullman, Northern Lights*
Lewis Carrol, Alice in Wonderland*
JRR Tolkien, The Hobbit*
Gary Paulsen, Hatchet*
Anthony Horowitz, Point Blanc*
E. Nesbit, The Railway Children*

Parents commented that ‘The guides were excellent and very confident. They
spoke passionately about their experiences and opportunities to develop.’
Parents also commented that ‘The presentation was informative. I’m particularly
impressed with the prefects and their role within the school. Departments were
welcoming and made my daughter feel at ease.’
Parents and carers are reminded that the deadline for applications is 31st October
2019. Parents will be informed of the outcome by school admissions on 1st March
2020. Advice on the application process is available on request or via the
Staffordshire County Council website.

Transition Challenge
Following our new intake day in July, all Year 6 students were given the
opportunity to complete as many Transition Challenges as possible during the
summer holidays. These ranged from ‘getting lost in a book’ recommended by the
English department to cooking a traditional Spanish dish for MFL or even learning a
sequence of dance moves from a video for the most adventurous! All students who
completed six or more challenges have been recognised in assembly and awarded
achievement points for their efforts. Well done to you all.

YEAR 8
Douglas Adams, The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy*
Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book*
Jerome K Jerome, Three Men in a Boat
Charlie Higson, The Enemy
H.G. Wells, The War of the Worlds*

10

Mr A Jackson
Head of Year 7

Year 7 students Hollie Rowe and Riley Wood
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Year 7 / Transition

Library

On Wednesday 4th September, we welcomed 212 new Year 7 students into school.
Students were extremely smart, if a little apprehensive regarding the journey they
were about to start. Staff have commented on a daily basis regarding the manners
and the application demonstrated in lessons. Students have consistently
demonstrated the values of pride, respect, kindness during their short time at our
school. Many students are now attending extracurricular activities and taking every
opportunity to enrich their curriculum. Parents regularly tell me how much
individuals are enjoying school and how they cannot wait to see their friends every
morning.

Eoin Colfer, Artemis Fowl*
Patrick Ness, The Knife of Never Letting Go
Elizabeth Laird, Welcome to Nowhere*
Eva Ibbotson, Journey to the River Sea*
Susan Hill, The Woman in Black
R. L. Stevenson, Treasure Island
Patrick Ness, A Monster Calls*

We now head towards the second half of the Autumn term with many opportunities
on offer including representing the school at curriculum and sporting events, whilst
year council representative will be deciding which reward event should run before
Christmas. We also have the opportunity for 30 students to complete Level 3
bikeability training; we’re also looking forward to our annual Festival of Arts at the
start of December.

YEAR 9

Transition
It has been a busy term so far with Year 6 students from
all six partnership schools completing their final
transition morning. Students have explored energy in
food through combustion, build board games in DT and
competed in volleyball activities in Sport, Health and
Exercise.
Year 6 student Meadow from Forsbrook Primary School
said, “I really like the science, it was ace. The Pringles
burnt really well because they are cooked in oil. I don’t
think I’m going to eat crisps again.”
Fellow Year 6 student Darcy from Springcroft Primary
School commented, “The school is really big, but loved
seeing some friends from last year and they came and
spoke to me. I really enjoyed the science, DT and
volleyball”.
These activities are really important for our Year 6
students and it’s the last opportunity for students to
explore life at a high school. The more opportunities
they get, the more confident they become.
Mr A Jackson
Head of Year 7
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Sue Townsend, The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾*
Elie Weisel, Night
William Golding, Lord of the Flies*
Arthur Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles*
Marcus Zusak, The Book Thief *
Barry Hines, A Kestrel for a Knave*
Bill Bryson, Shakespeare: The World as a Stage
Roddy Doyle, Paddy Clarke, Ha, Ha, Ha*
Lois Lowry, The Giver
Robert Cormier, Heroes*
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice*
Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time*
YEAR 10
John Green, Turtles All the Way Down*
George Orwell, 1984*
Albert Camus, The Outsider
Daphne du Maurier, Rebecca*
J D Salinger, Catcher in the Rye*
Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451*
Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go
Louisa May Alcott, Little Women*
Cormac McCarthy, The Road
Dodie Smith, I Capture the Castle
Siobhan Dowd, Bog Child*
Bill Bryson, Notes from A Small Island*
Dr K Galley
School Librarian

11

Computer Science
Computer Science
Students in Years 9-13 have been given the opportunity
to sign up for the government backed cybersecurity
training programme “Cyber Discovery”.
The scheme uses an online game platform with hundreds of hours of challenges and
teaching to educate teenagers about cybersecurity skills. Participants learn about a
range of disciplines including digital forensics, penetration testing, defending
against web attacks, cryptography and ethics. The scheme compliments GCSE and
A Level computer science and gives a flavour of one of the many areas of computer
science to consider when choosing a career path. Cyber discovery club runs every
Wednesday and students who perform well over the year and advance to the latter
stages will be invited to attend a face to face training camp next summer.
Mr G Broomhall
Curriculum Leader of Computer Science

Health, Sport & Exercise
In the Spotlight - Laura Wilson
On Friday the 27th of September, Laura Wilson attended Loughborough Lightning
Netball team trials at Loughborough. During the course of the trials for the U17
team over 200 girls had attended the different trial dates. During Laura’s trial, she
completed a series of drills and match play. At the end of the trial, Laura was
informed that she had successfully gained a place on the squad and will now start
training immediately. We want to wish Laura all the best for her training and hope
that she makes the competition squad!

In the Spotlight - Isaac Vanderpuye
“I have been boxing for just under three years now and I have had five fights so
far. This year I was put forward to fight for my first title – The Midlands
Championship. I had a good fight and finished victorious and I now hold the
Midlands championship title. My next challenge is to go for a national title and a
spot in team GB. I am really looking forward to having a successful future in the
sport of boxing.”
Mrs H Willott
Curriculum Leader of Health, Sport & Exercise

Work Experience
Year 11 Work Experience
The careers interviews have already begun for our Year 11 students, on the whole
the feedback has been really positive, please remember that parents are invited to
attend these appointments. The preparations for the annual BEST day for Year 11,
12 and 13 students are well under way and we hope to make this year’s event
bigger than ever.

Year 10 and 12 Work Experience
The work experience programme will soon be launched for our Year 10 and 12
students. It is vital that students find a placement in an industry that they are
interested in, to ensure that that they get the most out of their work experience
placement. We would like to say a huge congratulations to last year’s Year 10 and
12 students who we received so much incredible feedback for how well they
conducted themselves on placements and the maturity that they demonstrated
within the working environment.
Miss E Housley
Head of Dance / Work Related Learning

12

Geography
Sixth Form Geographers have High Aspirations
This November, the geography department is taking our sixth form geographers to
the first of a number of events held at Staffordshire University. Students will be
participating in an afternoon entitled “Geography at University,” to enable them to
experience a flavour of what university life is like for a geography student. There
are a series of events, seminars and workshops which students can choose to
attend including glaciers in Iceland, soils practicals in the lab, GIS practicals in an
IT suite, cultural geography practical plus opportunities to talk to current students
at Staffordshire University.
Over the years, a number of our sixth formers have gone on to study geography at
University and beyond. Ben Bucket has this year gone on to study geography at
Nottingham University and is enjoying the course.
Matthew Porter recently contacted the school to let us
know that he is starting his PGCE in order to be a
geography teacher.
Mr A Knight
Curriculum Leader of Geography
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Sixth Form

Modern Foreign Languages
Tossa de Mar Visit July 2019

Staffordshire University Visit

In July 2019, 44 students participated in our ninth annual visit to Cataluña in
Northern Spain. The group flew from Manchester airport to Girona airport, before
making their way to the small seaside town of Tossa de Mar. The pupils were
accompanied by Mr Barnett, Mrs Burr, Mr Christie, school governor, Miss Smith and
Mr Sutton.

On the 11th September Year 12 travelled to Staffordshire University as part of their
induction programme into the sixth form.

On the first day, students enjoyed the afternoon by the pool, before playing on the
beach in the evening. During the week, students visited the market in Girona
where they had the opportunity to practise their Spanish, before touring the
famous city centre of Girona, with its well-known cathedral and buildings. In
addition, students visited the PortAventura theme park as well as exploring
Barcelona and its sights including the home of Barcelona Football Club, the Nou
Camp Stadium, followed by a disco at the hotel. There was time to explore Tossa
de Mar on the final day before the flight home.
During the week, as always, the behaviour of students was impeccable, and this
was commented on by members of the public and airline staff. A huge thank you to
all the staff for their hard work in accompanying the visit, and well done to all the
students for their outstanding behaviour during the visit.

This gave them the opportunity to tour round the facilities, take part in subject
based lectures/seminars and present back to the whole year group in order to raise
their knowledge, understanding, aspirations and experience.

The students took part in all activities with a great commitment and positive
attitude and showed clearly the attributes of a good student.
Year 12 student - “I really liked the practical experiment of testing four different
samples from the river for microbes.”
Year 12 student - “The best bit for me was the insightful psychology lecture about
conspiracy theories and how we tend to be friends with people who think the same
as we do.”

Sixth Form Charity Cake Sale
On Friday 27th September, some of our sixth form
students held a charity cake sale to raise money for
Macmillan Cancer Support which raised a total of
£77.
A big thank you to all students involved.

Mr D Sutton
Curriculum Leader of Modern Foreign Languages
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Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form
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Mathematics

An Evening with the Stars

Maths Stars
Below are the students who have been nominated by their maths teacher as 'Maths
Star of the week'. At the end of the half term, two names will be drawn at random
to win a £5 Amazon gift voucher.
Chloe Christie 11GM
Brodi Wright 11SGF
Beau Kidd-Chadwick 8HW
Trinity Colclough 10LKH
Branden Hardy 8LP
George Eaton 11FT
Kieran Lewis 10LM
Keoni Hall 7LLM
Lucy Evanson 11CF
Chelsey Taylor 8IW
Michael Boast 9KF
Aimee Wheat 7BW
Annie Pointon 7DH
Holly Blood 11ESH
Hannah Farr 7JL
Abigail Clutton 9AGW
Abigail Buxton LKH
Mr M Goodwin
Assistant Headteacher

Dance

On the 12th July, 40 Year 8 students gathered to celebrate their outstanding
achievements and successes over the last academic year, alongside their parents/
carers. Teachers were asked to nominate three students in their subject area who
epitomise the school ethos of pride, respect and kindness. Form tutors were also
asked to nominate their stars of the year and students were acknowledged for their
outstanding behaviour averages. The ultimate reward of pride, respect and
kindness was awarded to Heather Anthony for the progress and outstanding
achievements of Year 8. It was a pleasure and a privilege to spend the evening with
such talented, inspirational and resilient students.
“We celebrated successes with around 40 students. We had form stars, behaviour
stars and subject stars. When I arrived I was extremely excited as Mrs Cartlidge was
letting me sing as everyone was taking their seats. Although I was excited, I was
nervous because there was lots of people. However, this was a successful way to
start the evening. We all got at least one award as students who did not achieve
the main award still received a medal and a certificate and the award winners
received a trophy. Every time my name got called I was very surprised because I
did not think that my teachers appreciated my hard work in lessons that
much!” (Cadence Knight)
“I liked the evening with the stars because I got recognised for my hard
work.” (Evan Pugh)

Dance Mural
A huge thank you to Year 11 students Ana Russell and
Lily Frost for the dance mural which they have
created, it has had such a positive impact on the feel
of the dance department and is a real focal point of
the studio.

Regent ‘020 Performance
We are very excited to be performing at The Regent Theatre in their 020 showcase,
this year’s theme is the 1920s which we have fully embraced as a department. We
will be featuring many elements of the Charleston dance style within our
choreography.

Victoria Hall 23rd November
We are delighted to announce that we
Victoria Hall Artscool performance the
Daniella Crowther-Green and Faith
preparation for this. Please be aware
soon.
Miss E Housley
Curriculum Leader of Dance
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will be taking 50 students to perform in The
theme is ‘EARTH standing up for our planet’
Prime-Salt are doing a fantastic job in
that the costume list will be revealed very
Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 8 2018/19 - Head of Year 9 2019/20

15

