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Sixth Form Football Academy 

ECFA West Midlands League Winners! 

I am proud to announce that the Sixth Form Football Academy have finished the 
season as league winners of the ECFA West Midlands Invitation A League.  

The team managed to win the league with a game to spare, after a tight 4-3 
victory over title rivals Kingsmead. Goals from Ethan Bloor-Jones, Lewie Dean, 
Ryan Jones and Jack Dundas, secured the vital points needed to ensure that we 
would end the season as champions.  

It is a very fitting way for me personally to end the season because I have decided 
to step down as manager of the Football Academy to concentrate on my duties as 
Head of Year 11. Mr Flint has already agreed to take on the position and I know 
that the Football Academy is in safe hands and the squad is in a great shape 
moving into next season.  

I would like to thank all of the players for their hard work and dedication over the 
last two years. It has been an incredible experience and to win the league in only 
the second season as a team is a fantastic achievement. Well done boys! 

Mr Leech 

Football Academy Manager 
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Summer 2019 

 
In April 2019 we visited Villarreal, Spain. Turn to page 20 to find out more... 

Villarreal 2019 
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RHS Level 5 

Mrs Cotterill and Mr Hulley continue to work incredibly hard with students in our 
Eco/ nurture garden and we have already received the highest accolade from the 
RHS School Gardening Awards: a level 5. To achieve this level students have to 
meet a number of objectives: 

 talk enthusiastically about the garden and inform others of 
the plants growing and any projects or activities 

 share the garden with others in the local community through 
open days, sales and events 

 pass on gardening skills to others in the school 

 have or will offer gardening skills to the local community to 
help with projects or gardening needs 

 use the garden as much as we can, our garden has a future. 

 Mrs Cotterill was fortunate enough to attend RHS Chatsworth in June to enable her 
to gather knowledge and ideas to continue to develop the garden, linking learning 
outside of the classroom to the curriculum.  

There were so many inspiring displays and speakers and it is easy to see how every 
subject can be linked in some way to over the course of the academic year. From 
art and design designing borders, looking at colour palettes and textures, to 
science learning about pollination or quadrants, to food tech utilising herbs from 
the herb area.  

Mrs Mitton 

PA to Headteacher Mrs Johnson 

Eco-Gardening Project 
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Behaviour for Learning 
Behaviour Average - Top Students in Year 7 

Elisha Duke 1.66 

Elaina Hughes 1.69 

Beau Kidd-Chadwick 1.69 

Phoebe Meredith 1.69 

Behaviour Average - Top Students in Year 8 

Heather Anthony 1.59 

Cadence Knight 1.60 

Ruby-Jo Latham 1.60 

Emma Robinson 1.64 

Behaviour Average - Top Students in Year 9 

Tommy Hart 1.63 

Olga Stachowiak 1.67 

Abbie Johnson 1.68 

Imogen Crowther 1.69 

Behaviour Average - Top Students in Year 10 

Abigail Waller 1.67 

Lucy Evanson 1.71 

Rhys Carson-Deering 1.72 

Jersey Arthur 1.72 

Behaviour Average - Top Students in Year 11 

Katie Hughes 1.65 

Charlotte Mooney 1.71 

Melissa Degg 1.73 

Hannah Kendrick 1.74 
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Health, Safety & Wellbeing Update 

Safeguarding our School Entrance 

We are delighted to inform parents and students that we have been successful in 
our bid to introduce safer measures to the front of our school entrance.  You will 
be aware that, at the moment, we only have a barrier at the front drive way.  This 
barrier does not support our safeguarding ethos and culture, we have a duty of 
care to keep our children safe during the school day and the new landscaping of 
the school entrance will help us to continue to do just that.  During the summer 
holidays we will install electric gates, and additional fencing which will be 
supported by a continuation of secure fencing both at the entrance and the exit of 
our school.  All visitors will enter via a telecom at the new gates and leave via self-
opening gates at the exit.  All pedestrian access will also be monitored via 
intercom and electric gates. We will open our gates before the school day 
commences to welcome students to school. 

If you have any questions regarding our September safeguarding arrangements 
please email me at w.keeble@bb-hs.co.uk 

Mrs Keeble 

Director of Business and Finance 
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 Welcome   

UKMT Team Maths Challenge 

It is always a humbling experience reviewing the 
newsletter before it goes to print, I hope that you enjoy 
reading about the vast array of opportunities, activities 
and achievements that have happened since our last 
publication. As you would expect, we remain very busy to 
the very last day of term and there are some incredible 
things still to happen, work experience, the Spain visit, 
Colomendy, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, Year 11 prom, 
our summer musical concert and the list continues. 

I am delighted to share with you that one of our Year 10 students has won ‘School 
Physicist of the Year’ which is an honour awarded by Keele University and The 
Ogden Trust to recognise efforts and achievements in physics. Nominations are 
accepted from schools for students who have shown consistent progression and 
enthusiasm. Bryony Robinson has worked extremely hard across all aspects of her 
GCSE science this year but has made significant progress in her physics. She has 
become more confident and is now starting to believe staff when we tell her how 
well she is doing.  Bryony and her family will be attending the awards ceremony at 
Keele University later this month. 

Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all the best for a lovely 
summer. 

Mrs Johnson 

Headteacher 
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UKMT Team Maths Challenge 

It wasn’t as easy as pi for finalists at the UKMT Team Maths Challenge as students 
aged 12-14 from schools across the UK competed to lift the coveted trophy. 

Aspiring mathematicians from across the UK competed against each other on 
Monday 17th June to lift the prestigious winner’s trophy at the National Final of 
the UKMT Team Maths Challenge 2019. 

The National Final of the Team Maths Challenge, which is run by the UK 
Mathematics Trust (UKMT), took place at the Royal Horticultural Halls in London on 
Monday 17th June and involved teams of four students from Years 8 and 9 
(England), Years 9 and 10 (Northern Ireland) and S1 and S2 (Scotland), competing 
in: 

 a group circus involving hands-on maths problems 

 a series of shuttles in which the answer from one question feeds in to the 
next 

 a crossnumber (mathematical crossword) 

 a relay race combining physical and mental agility 

 a poster competition based on a mathematical topic. 
 

Over 1700 schools entered the competition and the best 88 qualified to take part in 
the fiendishly testing grand finale. First and foremost, the teams fought for the 
kudos of being crowned the best school maths team in the UK. The winners of the 
creative poster competition from Huntington School, York, designed and produced 
a poster exploring the mathematical subject of Compass and Straight Edge 
Constructions and received special medals in addition to the Jacqui Lewis Poster 
Trophy. The winning team in the overall competition were from Bancroft’s School, 
Essex; the team received a trophy and book prizes. 
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Health, Safety & Wellbeing Update 

You may be surprised to learn that drowning is amongst the leading causes of 
accidental death in the UK. 255 people accidentally drowned in open water such as 
rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs in 2017. 50% of the people who drowned were 
not even taking part in water-based activities, often drowning following an 
unexpected fall or trip into water. Young men are particularly at risk of drowning 
as they engage in activities they often perceive as harmless fun without 
understanding the risks they are exposing themselves to. 

All too often, the parents and friends of young people who have drowned believe 
that their tragic loss could have been avoided if the individual, or one of the 
friends with them at the time, had been more aware of the risks. 

A National Drowning Prevention has been developed using a multi-agency approach 
involving organisations such as the RNLI, RLSS (Royal Life Saving Society), RoSPA, 
Fire and Rescue Services and Police Forces across the UK, water utilities and the 
quarrying industry. The strategy identifies educating the public about the risks of 
open water and what to do if one is in difficulty, as a key driver for change. 
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Health, Safety & Wellbeing Update 

Water Safety Information and Resources 

Please see below a list of free resources that provide key messages on water safety 
produced by a number of different agencies. An electronic version of this list with 
embedded links and the accompanying letter can be downloaded from 
www.mineralproducts.org/watersafetyengland.pdf  

 The RNLI website contains sections that provide guidance on water safety 
and water rescue https://www.respectthewater.com/ 

 ‘Float to Live’ RNLI  - YouTube video  

 RLSS (Royal Life Saving Society) – Drowning Prevention Week Resources for 
schools.  

 ‘One last Breath – Wales Water – YouTube video  

 ‘Why quarry lakes are killers’ – MPA – YouTube video  

Please go to YouTube and type in Stay Safe Stay Out of Quarries to view a short 
video summery giving key messages and clips of the friends and parents of 
teenagers who have died in quarry accidents. (This covers water related and other 
hazards – older audience).  

Please go to Facebook and type in Stay Safe Stay Out of Quarries to view the 
campaign page which includes recent examples of quarry related incidents and 
links to other resources and campaigns.  

For more information about the campaign or if you would like to arrange for a 
school or a supervised, educational quarry visit please contact Elizabeth Clements 
at elizabeth.clements@mineralproducts.org 

Information and a downloadable copy of the National Drowning Prevention Strategy 
at http://www.nationalwatersafety.org.uk/strategy/ 

National Fire Chiefs Council Campaigns – ‘Be Water Aware’ https://
www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/Water-aware-week-2019 

Please support us in helping your students, colleagues and their families to 
“Respect the Water” and appreciate that quarries, reservoirs and other similar 
industrial sites have hidden dangers, there are better places for adventurous 
activities.  
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The Team Maths Challenge is sponsored by LetterOne, an international investment 
business which is interested in boosting the innovative skills needed for future 
modern economies and societies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Greenhalgh, Executive Director, UKMT said: “It was amazing to see so many 
enthusiastic young people going head to head to be named the best group of young 
mathematicians in the UK. The event is such a great way to engage students in the 
subject of maths, encouraging the next generation of mathematicians. Who knows, 
the next Maryam Mirzakhani or Terence Tao could have been in the room?” 

 

Stuart Bruseth, Director of Communications, LetterOne said: “We’re very proud to 
sponsor the Team and Senior Team Maths Challenges, helping events like this to 
take place. It’s important for us because, as an investment business, maths, and 
being numerically literate, are some of the core skills that were instilled in our 
employees at a young age. It’s competitions like this that make maths exciting and 
mean there will be a next wave of talent for investment roles in the future”. 

 

About UKMT 

The UK Mathematics Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales whose aim is 
to advance the education of children and young people in mathematics. It 
organises national mathematics competitions and other mathematical enrichment 
activities for UK secondary school students. Further information about the Trust 
and its activities is available at www.ukmt.org.uk. 

UKMT Team Maths Challenge 

http://www.mineralproducts.org/watersafetyengland.pdf
https://www.respectthewater.com/
mailto:elizabeth.clements@mineralproducts.org
http://www.nationalwatersafety.org.uk/strategy/
https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/Water-aware-week-2019
https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/Water-aware-week-2019
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Year 11 
Monday 17th June saw Year 11 finish their time here at Blythe Bridge High School & 
Sixth Form. As Head of Year 11, I led their leavers’ goodbye assembly providing the 
students with an opportunity to reflect on the past five years and to say a fond 
farewell. 

When they were younger, I am sure that they wanted this day to arrive quickly. To 
leave school is such a momentous time in their precious lives, as years of learning, 
developing and having fun comes to a close in the secondary chapter. 

I am proud to say that despite the challenges, they have done tremendously well 
and I have been privileged to teach, support and nurture such a marvellous group 
of young adults. I think that they have developed into hardworking, enthusiastic 
young adults but more importantly, they are polite and caring young people. 

My message to the students is to always believe in yourselves. Life outside of high 
school really does exist. Push yourselves, take on challenges and explore this 
wonderful world. Stay strong to your friends, family and loved ones. Trust your 
instincts and take opportunities to better yourselves. 

In the words of Mrs Avons, “You cannot choose the music that life plays for you, all 
you can do is to decide how to dance. Life isn’t always easy and sometimes you will 
come across bumps in the road, but you have got all the skills that you need to 
succeed and I wish you every success in the future”. We all do Year 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Kadri 

Head of Year 11 
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Year 10 

Saul Ashton, Eddie Cooper, Izzy Dale, Emily Duke, Emily Holland, Matthew Hope, 
Alexander Mercer, Chloe Scrivens  

3rd September -  25th June 2019  

10JL Bryony Robinson for consistent outstanding BFL scores. 

10LEH Abigail Waller for consistently displaying an outstanding attitude and 
application across the curriculum.  

10MS Lucy Somogy for being so helpful during form time and with transition.  

10JJ Rhys Carson-Deering for an excellent attitude across the curriculum.  

10LB Olivia Hopwood for outstanding extra-curricular achievements in athletics and 
with the SPACE programme.  

10ESH Finlay Cousins for an outstanding student report and conduct during form time.  

10CB Lucy Evanson for outstanding contributions across the curriculum.  

It has been another busy term for Year 10. This term we have made Blythe Bridge 
High School & Sixth Form history by having the first ever Year 10 mock results day. 
The Senior Leadership Team and I felt that the excellent conduct and maturity 
demonstrated by the vast majority of the year group towards their mock 
examinations, should result in us treating them differently than previous year 
groups. I was very proud of how all of the students approached these exams, which 
is why I decided to reward the year group with a trip to Alton Towers on July 2nd. 
During this term we have also had Year 10 reports and parents evening. It was a 
great privilege to have so many positive conversations with students and parents 
during the evening. On reflection of my first year in charge of this year group, I 
look back with a sense of pride and achievement, with how much we have already 
accomplished and how much I know is yet to come. Roll on Year 11! 

Mr Leech 

Head of Year 10 
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Dance 

Art in Motion 21st June 2019 

Art in Motion 2019 saw tickets flying off the shelf, 
thank you as always for your support. The Art in 
Motion was a showcase of all the dance work 
produced by the students during this academic year. 
Ranging from examination pieces and external 
shows that we do throughout the year. Thank you to 
all the students who work hard in preparation for 
the event also to Lily Frost for her incredible poster. 
This year’s show was professionally photographed 
and videoed, details of how to purchase the DVD 
and images will be available from Miss Housley or 

from https://wemakephotos.co.uk/artinmotion/  

Artschool Victoria Hall 13th July 2019 

Artschool showcase at the Victoria Hall, our students will be performing at the 
Victoria hall in Hanley on the 13th July. This year’s theme is pop art and we will be 
superheroes! We would love it if you are able to come and support us. Tickets are 
available from the box office at The Victoria Hall, we look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Springcroft Dance Extravaganza 8th July 2019 

Our local feeder school, Springcroft Primary School, have had the pleasure of two 
of our Year 12 dance students providing dance sessions on a weekly basis: Emina 
Sarikaya and Anna Baddeley, the feedback from the Headteacher has been 
outstanding, we are welcoming the school up to our high school for a small 
showcase to share their achievements this year. We are incredibly excited about 
this and cannot wait to see what the students will perform! 

External dance competitions  

Emina Sarikaya was placed first in the duos at the Midlands Masters for line 
dancing! She received honours for all her solo pieces. A huge achievement, we are 
proud to celebrate her achievement. 

Congratulations! 

Oliver White has now completed his A level dance and 
it has been an honour to teach him, he always does 
himself and our school proud! We wish you the very 
best for all your future achievement. 

Miss Housley 

Curriculum Leader of Dance 

https://wemakephotos.co.uk/artinmotion/
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Eco-Gardening Project 

From Attenuate to Beautiful: the A to B journey of the Eco garden 

What we do in Eco Club 

Eco Club is all about dedicating yourself to the environment and caring for wildlife. 
We are in the process of upgrading our school’s Eco garden. This includes planting 
new plants, digging new allotments, caring for our mischievous chickens and 
looking after plants. We are not always based outside; we have days when we plan 
how we want our Eco garden to look and function. Our main aim is to open the Eco 
garden to our school community so help us transform a once wasted area into a 
magical wonderland. 

How we want to improve our garden 

We hope for our garden to become an open space for everyone, with a herb garden 
which will tantalise your taste buds! All areas are going to be connected by a 
pathway so you do not need to get your pristine uniform dirty when you visit. A 
beautiful flower patch with all the colours of the rainbow will be coming soon! 

How you can help us 

We are running out of supplies to renovate the Eco garden into an ecological haven 
open at break times and lunch times. We would be grateful for any donations of 
plants and garden ornaments to create a perfect garden. We would welcome any 
unwanted or spare plants and trees. Please give your donations to Mrs Cotterill in 
room N10 or to reception. The fate of our Eco garden lies on your shoulders. 

Commitment 

If you would like to join the Eco Club, 
we meet every Friday after school in 
N10 (Mrs Cotterill’s room). Please bring 
spare clothing that you will not mind 
getting dirty because working in the 
Eco garden can get your school uniform 
mucky! 

However, you will need to come 
weekly, not just when you feel like it. 
Or the chickens will miss you! Are you 
up to the challenge? 

Your garden needs you! 

Eli Xu and Katie Burn 

Eco Club representatives 
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Year 9 

Rosie Bourne, Sullivan Davies, Jay Fox-Knight, Jacob Garlick, Tommy Hart, Jacob 
Lockett, Milli Poynton, Alec Price, Luis Reason, Jordan Renshaw, Lana Shaw, 
Amelia Shingler, Millie Shingler, Olga Stachowiak  

3rd September -  25th June 2019  

9JK Kacey Washington for being polite and kind, consistently following instructions 
and being a warm and welcoming member of form. 

9KC Olga Stachowiak for the best behaviour average in form throughout the school 
year and having a consistently excellent approach to learning and school life. 

9JG Tommy Hart for the best behaviour average of 1.62 in the year 9 throughout 
the school year. 

9TC Abbie Johnson for the best behaviour average in form throughout the school 
year. 

9IRA Alec Price for consistently representing the school in cricket and a positive 
attitude. 

9JLO Emily Pedlar for a fantastic contribution to sports. 

9LKH Abigail Buxton for your quiet, positive and conscientious attitude to learning.  

Year 9 have recently sat their end of Key Stage 3 exams. These exams are partially 
in preparation for the GCSE exams in under two years, but more importantly, they 
are a chance for each individual to show off their Key Stage 3 learning. I have been 
very impressed with how well students have conducted themselves, it has been 
commendable. As we near the end of the school year, I want to make sure that all 
Year 9 students are aware of how proud I am of them. A really important message I 
want you to take into the Summer and beyond is the following quote from Albert 
Einstein, “The true sign on intelligence is not knowledge but imagination”. In other 
words, imagine you can achieve and be successful and you will be. I have the 
upmost faith that following this philosophy every one of you can be successful in 
your own way. 

I hope each and every one of you have a fantastic Summer and return to school 
ready to take on Year 10. 

Miss Timperley 

Head of Year 9 



 

 28  

Year 8 

Macy Bentley, Daniel Brown, Harrison Davis-Brookes, Madeline Eaton-Lymer, Keira 
Fisher, Milly Gething, Maddison Johnson, Carmen Lancaster, Oliver Lowndes, Laila 
Melady, Emily O’Keeffe, Oliver Poole, Jasmine Simpson, Kobi Strzala, Joe Wareham  

3rd September -  25th June 2019  

8RBT Grace Reynolds for exceptional behaviour in lessons. 

8KF Grace Dean for a fantastic start to her time at Blythe Bridge High School. 

8LSH Suzi Hopwood for superb behaviour scores and dedication towards learning. 

8JM Ben Bettany for demonstrating outstanding resilience.  

8KP Preston-Lee Davies-Boon for excellent attitude and behaviour and 
demonstrating pride in all of his work. 

8AK Grace Brammer for exceptional attitude towards school. 

8CW Cadence Knight for consistently excellent behaviour scores and participating 
fully in school life. 

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking students and parents/ 
carers for making this academic year such an incredible one. It has been an honour 
and privilege to have worked closely with such talented and resilient students and I 
look forward to seeing their achievements moving into the next academic year. 
Pride and respect has been a key focal point in all that we do and this will remain 
at the heart of Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form moving forward. There is 
now a separate page on the parent portal that is dedicated to Year 8 which is 
updated with the latest notices for students and parents/carers, stars of the week, 
top ten behaviour scores and the main contact details for the Year 8 pastoral team. 
I look forward to celebrating the successes of our students throughout this summer 
term with a number of events that will acknowledge and reward students who 
consistently work to the best of their ability. I wish you all a safe and happy 
summer break. 

Mrs Cartlidge 

Head of Year 8 
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Pollinator Plantation 

With the subject of bee decline being very topical in the news, we have decided to 
draw our attention to conservation. Consequently, we have started to section off 
parts of our green space, creating wildlife garden. This follows a recent topic our 
students have been exploring, “encouraging bees into your garden.” Leaving our 
grass to grow longer, we are providing additional habitats for pollinators.  

As the flora in these areas begin to thrive, flowers 
provide an excellent source of nectar for pollinators. 
When bees land on these flowers, in search of this 
sugary treat, pollen sticks to their bodies. In turn this 
pollen is then transferred, to the next flower, whereby 
the plant becomes pollinated.  

Over time a seed develop, once they become 
established seeds become mobile in the air. This may 
occur in a number of ways including: being blown by the 
wind and/or being eaten then excreted by birds. 
Eventually, when these seeds reach the ground, they set 
and begin to grow into new flowers, in turn attracting 
yet more pollinators.  

Our buffer zone also produces a wildlife corridor. The latter allows wildlife to move 
from man-made areas into natural habitats, by providing them with shelter. Strips 
of land such as this provide safety and security for fauna, which results in a 
decreased chance of predation or other dangers. The importance of this was shown 
by the recent documentary ‘Saving Britain’s Hedgehogs’ on Channel 5.  

Next term we will focus on 
providing areas suitable for these 
curious creatures. Therefore, in 
order to facilitate the 
aforementioned activities, during 
this half-term we have applied the 
CPRE Staffordshire Schools Trophy. 
This prestigious award entitles the 
winner to keep the trophy, for 
12months, while receiving £50 
towards environmental conservation 
projects.  

 

Mr Hulley 

Teaching Assistant 

Eco-Gardening Project 
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Sixth Form 
Chloe Symons Work Experience 

I have a placement at Harplands Hospital (ward 3) for my work experience. 
Harplands is a mental health hospital, the ward that I volunteer on is for women 
only and the age range is from 18 upwards. On an average day I will set up 
activities for the patients and I am there as an extra emotional support for them if 
they want to talk to someone. I also support patients to different groups such as 
psychology groups, mindfulness and cooking groups, I try and get them involved in 
group discussions afterwards to help them reflect on the sessions. 

Whilst on this placement, I have learnt about different mental illnesses and I find it 
very interesting. I have also learnt how to deal with difficult situations such as 
violence on the ward, reporting issues that are a safeguarding concern as part of 
my duty of care. 

Chloe Symons 

Sixth Form Student 

7X3 Tasty Veggies - Just Plant It! 

7X3 have been taking care of some yummy, home grown vegetables in their own 
time, in order to sell them to staff and parents. 

They independently came up with their own brand name and slogan 7X3 Tasty 
Veggies – Just Plant It! They took part in a Dragon’s Den activity; where in pairs 
they came up with their own vegetable company and as a class we chose all of the 
best parts to include in our plant sale. 

The class looked at reasons why their product needed to stand out from the crowd, 
catchy brand names, competitive prices, percentage discounts and profits. They 
also practiced their speaking and listening skills whilst presenting their projects 
and giving constructive verbal feedback to each other. 

Lewis Wright, Ryan Williams and Alexander Bradley then went out to sell our 
veggies, making lots of profit that we can put towards some new equipment. 

We have French beans, onions, tomatoes and beetroot all at 75p each and 20% on 
bulk buys! So come on, place an order today! 

Mrs Woodward 

Teacher of Mathematics 

Eco-Gardening Project 
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Year 7 

Georgina Baker, Lamorna Barker, Isla Bond, Katie Burn, Kyle Carson-Mercer, 
Phoebe Chadwick, Joshua Collins, Reuben Deakin, Jake Gibson, Millie Gibson, Tia 
Hand, Lucy Hart, Phoebe Meredith, Dannie Saxby, Lexi-Rose Tomlin 

3rd September -  25th June 2019  

7KSA Macy Abel-White for outstanding attitude towards school.  

7KB Cameron Matthews for superb application in lessons.  

7TH Katie Burn for fantastic attitude and application in lesson.  

7IW Troy Smith for fanatic attitude and application in lessons.  

7HP Harvey Bloor for outstanding application in lessons.  

7HW Adam Pascoe for consistently excellent application in lessons.  

7LP Alannah Biddington for outstanding attitude to all aspects of school. Branden 
Hardy for outstanding enthusiasm and maturity. A superb role model.  

7KW Corey Owen for impeccable application in lessons.  

It’s quite amazing to think that the Year 7 students have almost completed their 
first year in secondary education. There have been many highlights including the 
celebration assemblies at Christmas and again at Easter We distributed over 400 
certificates, just amazing! I must admit that having done this role for many years,  
my current Year 7’s have been an absolute pleasure to both lead and teach. On a 
daily basis, staff continue to praise their application, respect, kindness and 
courtesy. So many have volunteered their time to guide and support younger 
students visiting the school which is a true reflection of their personalities. We are 
heading off to the Cinebowl on Wednesday 10th July as a celebration of the year, 
with all students invited to participate in skating, bowling and cinema activities. 

Finally, we welcome 214 new Year 7 students through the door in September and I 
hope they demonstrate the commitment and resilience my current Year 7 students 
have done on a daily basis. 

Mr Jackson 

Head of Year 7 
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Exams 
A huge ‘congratulations’ to our students that have recently taken their GCSE,  

A-level and BTEC examinations! We hope that you can now relax and have an 
enjoyable summer break. 

A-Level and Level 3 BTEC results are available on Thursday 15th August 2019 
for Year 13 at 9.00am in the Sixth Form Centre. Students can track university 
information through their UCAS tracker from midnight onwards. Sixth Form and 
subject staff will be available on the day to offer guidance and advice. 

GCSE and Level 2 BTEC results are available on Thursday 22nd August 2019: 

Year 11 - 9.30am in the Main Hall 

You will have the opportunity to confirm your Sixth Form place on the day. Sixth 
Form and subject staff will be available to discuss your results and options for your 
Post-16 study programme. 

Year 10 - 10.30am in the Main Hall If you cannot attend in person to collect your 
results, it is very important that you do one of the following: 

1. Nominate someone else to collect the results on your behalf (must be a parent/
carer/ other responsible adult). Nomination slips can be collected from Mrs 
Keeling, Exam Support Officer. 

2. Hand to Mrs Keeling a stamped and addressed envelope so that your results can 
be posted home on the day.        

Results CANNOT be given out over the phone or via email. 

Certificates 

All certificates are issued by the examining boards by mid-November. You will be 
sent a letter giving you details of when you can collect your certificates and again, 
you will either need to collect these in person or nominate an appropriate adult to 
collect them on your behalf. Unfortunately, certificates cannot be posted. 

Mrs Keeling 

Examinations Officer 
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Sixth Form 
UCAS Fair 

On Friday 7th June, 47 Year 12 students travelled with Mrs Baines and Mrs Bawn to 
Staffordshire University for the UCAS Exhibition. This is an annual event where all 
the universities in Great Britain are represented at a number of these fairs around 
the country so that all Year 12 students are able to access their local one in order 
to talk to and interact with the universities.  

The students and staff went round each stall and were 
able to ask subject specific questions of the university 
representatives. These questions ranged from “What 
grades are needed to get onto such a course”, “What 
other activities can I undertake to make myself more 
attractive as a prospective undergraduate student” to 
“What variances on the course do you offer?”. These 
conversations with the universities have been very useful 
to our Year 12s and have helped some already made 
decisions on where they want to apply as well as helped 
some of them realise that they need to find 
suitable extra-curricular activities as an extra to write 
about in their UCAS statement.  

One Year 12 student said, “I had some great conversations 
about sports based courses as I didn't realise all the 
different varieties of courses I could do. There were 
courses based on coaching, the psychological side of sport, 
the physical side of it, courses that were based on specific 
individual sports or ones that were more general. Certainly 
a lot to think about.” 

Another year 12 student stated, “I spoke to a lot of 
universities about their different media based courses and 
will now look further into Media and production courses. 
One of the universities suggest I go to independent film 
festivals so I have a wider range of films to refer to.” 

If a student knew already which area they want to go into then we can direct them 
to universities that offer those courses. If a student is not sure then we asked them 
to stand in front of every stall and read through the list of what they offered so 
they could see the wide range out there. With all the different combinations and 
universities, there are 4000 plus courses they could go for. 

Mrs Baines 

Assistant Head of Sixth Form 
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Geography 

Return of the Fieldwork Season 

This year offers an exciting time for GCSE and A-level geography students. 

Year 12 students will be based in Betws-y-Coed in North Wales for four days. Here 
they will collect data for their NEA investigations and will investigate urban issues, 
coastal processes and management at Criccieth beach, and processes within a 
drainage basin. 

Our Year 10 geographers will be undertaking two fieldwork investigations over the 
Summer term which relates to the GCSE geography specification. Students will visit 
both Carding Mill Valley and Stafford as part of both human and physical 
investigations. 

At Carding Mill Valley, our 
geographers will gain some real life 
experience both in terms of seeing 
river processes in action and in 
terms of working as a team to 
collect data towards their first 
geographical enquiry. 

In Stafford, students will get the 
opportunity to investigate how 
housing changes through the town. 
Of course, the visits are an 
extremely important part of the 
GCSE geography course and the 
students that attend will have 
collected data which will hopefully 
allow them to achieve outstanding 
results in their paper three at the 
end of Year 11. Students will 
hopefully take away positive 
memories which will stay with them 
for the rest of their lives. 

Note to parents – all payments can 
be made via parent pay and all 
consent forms must be returned to 
Mr Knight as soon as possible. 

Mr Knight 

Curriculum Leader of Geography 



 

 24  

Swim School 

Evening Swimming lessons 

Thank you to all who have continued with evening swimming lessons and supporting 
us throughout the year. The children have all improved and achieved so much this 
year, we are incredibly proud of them. Well done to everyone! 

We are also continuing to see new faces and are 
exciting for what is to come for everyone involved. 

Our evening sessions will continue throughout the 
first two weeks of the summer holidays, we hope to 
see you all there continuing your swimming journey. 

School swimming 

I have had a fantastic first year here at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form. I 
would like to thank all students, from our school and local primaries who 
participated in swimming lessons, you have made them very enjoyable. All students 
have achieved in their lessons and we are continuing to develop the awards scheme 
so that all children can achieve their very best. 

Rookie Lifeguard 

Our Rookie lifeguards have completed their Stage 1 awards and are soon to 
complete their Stage 2. They are continuing to develop skills to help with survival 
and rescue techniques. Well done to all Rookies. 

Also a special mention to our Lifesavers who come along to this group and help the 
Rookies learn new skills, we appreciate all your hard work and effort. 

Lifeguard Course 

I would like to congratulate all the candidates on the 
Lifeguard course as they all passed. They were fantastic 
students and a pleasure to teach. 

Good luck with your adventure moving forward and 
finding employment. 

We will be starting a new lifeguard course October 2019, 
if you would like more information email L.Martin@bb-
hs.co.uk for your place on the course. Limited spaces 
available. 

Miss Martin 

Pool Manager 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
Rewards in MFL 

Congratulations to the following students who have achieved certificates and won 
prizes for their excellent effort, hard work and participation in MFL lessons this 
term: 

Bronze 

Julia Pustula, Eli Xu, Dannie Saxby, Amanda Passam, Lucy Hart, Ellie Hope, Isla Bond, Lucy 
Inch, Tanayeh Bedward, Madison Jervis, Arthur Allerton, Jude Hibell, Branden Hardy, William 
Hollins, Kyle Carson-Mercer, Phoebe Chadwick, Laura Grattage, Baylee Dipepa, Matthew 
Weaver, Elaina Hughes, Jake Gibson, Luc Purnell, Phoebe Meredith, Georgina Baker, Chloe 
Tunnicliffe, Aleeza-Aaminah Basharat, Brooke Nicholson, Daisy Frost, Leo Palmer, Kate 
Chapman, Aaron Smith, Kyle Colclough, Ellinor Hartley-Johnson, Lily-Violet Freeman, Neve 
Paget, Thomas Halket, Tyler Harrison, Sinead Quigley, Kieran Longmore, Dominic Weatherer, 
Charlie Blues, Isabel Bradley, Emileigh Woodcock, Joshua Parker, Charlie Goodwin, Connor 
Lees, Isobel Gardener. 

Silver 

Alarnah Mulcare, Thomas Halket, Lucy Hart, Madison Jervis. 

Gold 

Alarnah Mulcare. 

Vocabulary builder 

The following connectives regularly come up in French and Spanish – make sure you 
learn them! 

Mr Sutton 

Curriculum Leader of Modern Foreign Languages 

  Spanish French English 

1 también aussi also 

2 aparte de à part apart from 

3 pero mais but 

4 incluso même even 

5 por ejemplo par exemple for example 

6 sin embargo / no obstante cependant / pourtant however 

7 es decir c’est-à-dire in other words / that is to say 

8 por otro lado par contre on the other hand 

9 quizás / tal vez peut-être perhaps 

10 por lo tanto donc therefore 
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Duke of Edinburgh 

As many will know, this year saw Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form have the 
largest contingent of students completing their Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards. This has not gone unnoticed by the Duke of Edinburgh 
themselves and, as a school, we have been commended for our efforts in promoting 
the award in school. I have been lucky enough to visit Buckingham Palace this year 
to represent the school at the Gold Award ceremony and we have also had a 
publication of our Duke of Edinburgh programme featured on social media. This is 
all down to the hard work of not only our students completing the award but also 
the staff who continue to give up their free weekends and getting out into the 
countryside to support our students. 

The Bronze award has been our biggest in history with 97 students taking part and 
it has been a resounding success with the help of Entrust for the expeditions. A 
cold and wet training weekend at Standon Bowers, followed by a very difficult 
practice expedition on Cannock Chase has challenged our students to the extreme. 
Many a tear has been shed around a Trangia, but everyone has done incredibly well 
to get where we are now on the eve of completing the Qualifying expedition in the 
Peak District. 

The Silver award is getting underway with two expeditions coming up for our Year 
11 students who have had to battle with their GCSE examinations along with 
completing their sections for the award. They will be completing two expeditions 
in the Peak District of 3 days waling and two nights camping which will 
undoubtedly provide a very stern test of the endurance and capabilities. 

The Gold award has been running for the past two years for five of our sixth form 
students. They have had a very busy year in fundraising for their expeditions, 
completing a training weekend at Standon Bowers and then completing a 4-day 
expedition up in the Dark Peak. They have also battled with their A-Level 
examinations and have to be commended for their efforts as they prepare for their 
final Qualifying expedition of days walking and 4 days camping around Snowdonia. 

Another excellent year for the Duke of Edinburgh award at Blythe Bridge High 
School & Sixth Form. I am also proud to announce that two of our Year 11 students 
were selected to become Duke of Edinburgh Ambassadors for the school. Both 
Sophie Price and Lauren Cooper completed a training weekend and were 
commended of their enthusiasm and confidence in delivering speeches to a group 
of people and their continued effort in promoting the Duke of Edinburgh award in 
school. 

With the next cohort being signed up this term, it proves to me how much of a 
positive impact the Duke of Edinburgh award has on our students and I can only say 
how proud I am of everyone completing the award. 

Mr Gibbons 

Teacher of Health, Sport & Exercise 
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Health, Sport & Exercise 

Athletics 

Another very successful season for all of our athletes at Blythe Bridge High School 
& Sixth Form. Not only did we receive a new sponsor for our athletics programme, 
providing new vests for our students to compete in, but also achieved a season of 
records being broken and unprecedented success on the track. 

Training this year has also seen the highest numbers of students taking part than 
ever before. Regular sessions of 50+ students have been out on a Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening to hone their skills in preparation for representing our school 
at Northwood. 

On the track itself, we saw some outstanding individual and team performances. 
The Combined Event unearthed a new gem in our arsenal. Kai Shingler proved what 
a talent he was by winning the Junior Boys event and being picked to represent 
Staffordshire in the North of England competition. Olivia Hopwood, proving she is a 
menace over five events, again qualified for the second year running. 

A record number of our U15 & U17 students were picked to represent Stoke at the 
Staffordshire County Championships. Unfortunately, the weather dampened what 
would have been an amazing day, but still four of our students, Saul Ashton, Kai 
Shingler, Sydney Davies and Olivia Hopwood, made it through the rain to represent 
Staffordshire at the Mason’s trophy. 

The U13/U14 Championships at Northwood saw some outstanding individual 
performances from our younger athlete’s with particular highlights being Madeline 
Eaton-Lymer continuing her season unbeaten in the 100m and Long Jump, Laila 
Melady setting another PB in the Long Jump and Tia Walford impressing all with 
another exceptional 800m performance. I am also proud to say that we have 
another ten students who have been picked to represent Stoke in the Staffordshire 
County Championships this year. 

The Super 8 competitions always provide the students with a stern test of their 
abilities and this year has been no different. The closest competition for years saw 
our Year 7 squad pipped by 9 points into 2nd place. Our Year 8 team came a very 
valiant 3rd in their competition, with excellent performances from Tia Walford, 
Madeline Eaton-Lymer, Laila Melady and Harrison Davis-Brookes. 

Our Year 9/10 Super 8 team were our hopes for the season. 20 of our most talented 
athletes who have all performed for the school over the last four years. The team 
trained at Northwood Athletics Stadium on the night prior to the competition to get 
some last bits of work complete. An outstanding performance from the team saw a 
100 point deficit to St. Joseph’s overturned in the second half of the competition 
to earn a very special win for the team. An immensely proud moment for the PE 
Department and huge congratulations to the students who completely dominated 
the competition. 

It has been an absolute pleasure for the PE department to work with such a 
talented group of athletes this year and we have all been blown away with the 
enthusiasm, commitment and performances of our athletes. Well done to everyone 
involved this year and I cannot wait to start training again in September. 

Mr Gibbons 

Teacher of Health, Sport & Exercise 
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Health & Social Care 

Reflecting on the Value of Vocational Learning 

Ellie Robertson, Year 12, is currently on a long term placement at the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital, she has had the fantastic opportunity to be placed in the 
Central Treatment Suite (CTS) where she observed common treatments such as 
bandaging burns and lacerations. Ellie said “It was 
very interesting watching how different staff were 
a pivotal part of the process of healing for the 
patients”. “I also had the opportunity to be placed 
on a ward for patients with digestive and bowel 
disorders, the staff allowed me to carry out some 
common health checks such as take blood pressure 
readings, take a patient’s temperature and 
observed nurses taking blood sugar levels for 
patients with diabetes. I love the variety of things 
my placement has allowed me to observe and the 
way the staff have made me feel a part of the 
health care teams”. 

Mollie Skellern, Year 12, is currently on work experience placement with a local 
physiotherapist. “So far, I have completed 90 hours of work experience, I chose to 
apply for this placement because it is a possible career path I might pursue in the 
future. During my time at South Moorlands Leisure Centre with the physiotherapist, 
I have gained many skills along the way, including developing a professional 
attitude to staff and service users, improving my verbal and non-verbal 
communication skills and my ability to fit coursework around my placement has 
also improved my organisational skills. Before completing this work experience, I 
didn’t realise the huge number of skills amalgamated with different techniques a 
physiotherapist has to use with every client. I really enjoy having my work 
experience to break up my week and see the practical application of the topics and 
issues I am covering in lesson being applied in the work place, it is a real strength 
of the BTEC National Health & Social Care course.” 

The Health & Social Care Department could not be more proud of the Year 12’s in 
their work placements this year. We have had some excellent feedback and the 
variety of experiences and settings has been fantastic. These experiences and the 
student’s success stories would not have been possible without local health and 
social care supporting our young learners, so a very big thank you to all the 
placements that have helped us throughout the past school year. If there are any 
parents that know their work place would be happy to come on board and accept a 
health and social care sixth form student, please contact the Health & Social Care 
department. 

Miss Margaritelli 

Curriculum Leader of Health & Social Care 
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Year 7 / Transition 

Get Set for September 

A record number of Year 7 students will be starting Blythe Bridge High School & 
Sixth Form in September 2019. In total, 214 students will walk through the gates on 
Wednesday 4th September ready for the start of the new academic year.  

Year 6 student, Mya Eardley from Meir Heath Academy, commented “I’m looking 
forward to the different lessons and making new friends. I’m in form with some of 
my primary friends and I’ve met new people during the visits to the school”.  

Dates for your Diary 

Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form holds its annual New Intake Evening for 
prospective Year 6 parents on Wednesday 25th September. This is always a really 
important evening for the Year 6 students and their families and hopefully affirms 
their preferred high school destination. The school will be open from 6.00pm, 
whilst invitations confirming the arrangements will be sent to primary schools at 
the start of the Autumn term.  

The following dates have been arranged for Year 6 students to visit and participate 
in activities:  

Tuesday 17th September: Springcroft Primary 

Tuesday 24th September: Meir Heath Academy 

Tuesday 1st October: St Peters Primary 

Wednesday 2nd October: Forsbrook Primary 

Tuesday 8th October: Fulford Primary 

Tuesday 15th October: William Amory Primary 

Tuesday 24th October: Meir Heath Academy 

Year 7 Reward Trip 

Year 7 students will receive their reward for continued endeavour and application 
across the curriculum with a trip the Cinebowl, Uttoxeter. All 190 students have 
the opportunity to watch a movie, demonstrate their prowess on the ice and finally 
use the bowling facilities. Year 7 student Jessica Valentine said “I really like the 
idea of everybody receiving the reward. It’s really good value and I especially like 
the ice skating”. 

Year 7 students have been an absolute pleasure to teach and lead throughout the 
year. The students have gone from quiet, nervous individuals to confident students 
who relish challenge across the curriculum. 

Mr Jackson 

Head of Year 7 
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Villarreal 2019 
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Villarreal 2019 

In April 2019, our school took a party of students to Villarreal in Spain on a football 
tour. This included a select list of 48 boys and girls from Years 8,9 and 10.  

Competitive matches were pre-arranged at 
appropriate age levels against local Spanish 
opposition. The educational visit offered 
students the opportunity to experience another 
culture and have an insight into elite sport. 

There were several highlights including 
experiencing the use of first class training 
facilities at Villarreal CF where students 
received daily coaching sessions from Villarreal 
coaching staff. One of the unique features of 
the trip was the open access to first team 
physios, changing rooms, Estadio de la Ceramica stadium tour and watching the 
first team train most of which are usually unavailable at elite club level. 

In addition the students had the opportunity to watch a live competitive La Liga 
fixture between local rivals Valencia and Levante at the Mestalla Stadium. 

Due to the close proximity of Barcelona, a tour of the famous Camp Nou was a 
must! A bit of hastily rearranged planning was needed as when booked little did we 
realise that Manchester United were going to be in town on the very day of our visit 
in a Champions League Quarter Final!  

Probably one of the most pleasing reflections 
was the camaraderie between all age groups and 
teaching staff who all pulled together over the 
week. The students thoroughly enjoyed down 
time in the Spanish sun with trips to the beach, 
the use of the hotels swimming pool and plenty 
of laughs whilst travelling on the road. 

Everyone was an ambassador for the school and 
the feedback from the host clubs were very 
complementary in how the school students 
conducted themselves. 

A special thanks to Mr Leech and his team for 
organising such a special trip for our students 
which will last long in the memories! 

Mr Pickford 

Teacher of Health, Sport & Exercise 
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Design & Technology 

STEM in DT – CAD/CAM and Pewter Casting 

Year 7 STEM students have been developing their CAD/CAM skills in DT this term as 
part of the STEM programme. Students have created their own bespoke keyrings 
from pewter. They were re-introduced to 2D design which they had some 
experience in from their DT rotation and manipulated/created images in order to 
produce their multilayer design.  

Students then exported this to the laser cutter where they were expected to set up 
and cut out their designs independently. Once cut, students demonstrated hand 
skills creating channels in the MDF moulds to allow 
the pewter enough space to enter the mould. At the 
time of writing, all moulds and forming’s have been 
perfect with a 100% success rate. The pictures show 
some of the processes covered and some excellent 
initial formings. These will be refined further, with 
the metal working equipment in the department. I 
look forward to see the completed keyrings and it 
has been a pleasure working with our year 7 STEM 
students, possible engineers and innovators of the 
future. 

Mr Hughes 

Curriculum Leader of Design and Technology 

Social Science 
Social Science Supers! 

A small group of Year 10 students have successfully completed a psychology GCSE 
in just one year! The students have been dedicated and committed throughout the 
course; demonstrated by attending extra lessons at the end of the school day as 
well as during school holidays. The students enthusiasm for psychology has gone 
beyond the content of the examination requirements resulting in many interesting 
psychological debates. 

I am confident that all will have done well in their two exams. I am most proud of 
them. 

Mrs Bawn 

Curriculum Leader of Social Science 
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Music 
I am absolutely delighted to be able to introduce myself as the new Curriculum 
Leader for Music. I am very much looking forward to working with the students, and 
families, to create memorable experiences and provide different opportunities. I 
aim to support all our students to inspire talent for future musicians, igniting a 
passion and love of music through performing, composing and listening and doing 
this in a friendly, fun and inviting atmosphere here at school. This is an exciting 
venture personally and I am looking forward to developing the department and the 
extra-curricular activities we provide, not just in the immediate future but over 
the many years to come. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind students of the expectations of 
musicians in the department. 

 Any student that has instrumental lessons is expected to participate in main 
school extra-curricular activities (see below) 

 As well as the students learning instruments who are expected to be part of 
extra-curricular ensembles, all GCSE and A-Level students are also required 
to attend and participate in at least one extra-curricular activity. 

 Students should also participate in an activity specific for their instrument [if 
currently available] (i.e. a Grade 3 violinist would be expected at both 
orchestra and violin ensemble each week). 

 Students who have instrumental lessons should also be a member of 
Moorlands Music Centre(MMC) which provide a variety of opportunities on top 
of what we offer at school. Rehearsals are run in the Edgerton centre. For 
more information about MMC, please contact dan.hollingshurst@entrust-
music.co.uk. 

Main Schools Ensembles 

Specialist Ensembles 

 

Jazz Orchestra – 
Tuesday’s 3pm-4:30pm 

Orchestra – Thursday’s 
3pm-4pm 

Choir – Friday – 1:10pm-
1:55pm 

Flute Choir – 
Monday 8:35am 

Brass Ensemble – 
Tuesday 8:35am 

Saxophone Ensemble – 
Thursday 1:10pm-
1:55pm 

Violin Ensemble – 
Thursday 1:10pm
-1:55pm 
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Music 
I set out these expectations as I want all students to feel part of the department, 
take pride in what they are working on and be part of an ensemble helps you to get 
better, learn more when playing as part of an ensemble; also you get more 
technical input from specialists. I am a firm believer that the more you are 
involved in, the better the musician you will be. I have seen this in my years of 
teaching, those that take part in extra-curricular ensembles get better results. 

Huge congratulations for those who have recently taken exams: 

William Mair – Grade 5 Trumpet 

Jamie Holford – Grade 1 Piano 

Dylan Young – Grade 8 Electric Guitar 

Good luck to anyone taking exams in the coming weeks. 

I also warmly invite you to our annual Summer Concert on 4th July. It would be 
lovely to see you there and your support it appreciated. 

Miss Balewski 

Curriculum Leader of Music 

Drama 
Year 9 Bedlam 

In drama, Year 9 students have been working on a mock 
Component 2 devised drama piece. As part of this, they 
undertook a range of workshops on the theme of Bedlam 
and then had to make their own final pieces up. All 
students had to have relevant costumes, in this picture you 
can see those made by Jessica Rafferty and Grace 
Stephenson. Jessica's character was a young girl who came 
from a rich background, but had been put into Bedlam 
because of violence towards her loved ones. Grace's 
character had lived in Bedlam for a long time and had been 
exposed to violence whilst in there. The amazing creativity 
and preparation that both girls showed really helped them 
portray their characters well in performance.  

Mrs Baines 

Curriculum Leader of Drama 


