A copy of this beautiful book
has kindly been donated to our
school library by a member of
staff.
It
contains
some
wonderful
messages
and
illustrations and we know that
everyone will enjoy reading it.
Thank you.

Spring 2020

#priderespectkindness

Design Ventura Success!

Turn to page 14 to find out how PiXL Bricks got on at Design Ventura finals!
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English

Health & Safety
Road and Rail Safety
Through assemblies and newsletters, we continue to remind students and
parents of the dangers associated with pedestrian and vehicle danger on
railway crossings. Most recently, we delivered a rail safety presentation to
all of our Year 7 students; this was a positive experience with many
students asking very sensible and interesting questions regarding rail and
road safety.
Further details can be found at http://networkrail.co.uk/level-crossings/.
Mrs W Keeble
Director of Business & Finance

PSHE
Dean Goodwin from CIC ran hour long sessions with Year 8 students earlier
this term exploring the risks and dangers of drugs, their effects, class &
maximum sentences for possession or supply. They looked at the street
names and were given opportunity to view fake versions. They completed
some tasks whilst wearing goggles to experience the way the body is
affected by drugs and alcohol and they discussed what it felt like and the
dangers of this. The second half of the session they looked at county lines.
They explored what makes young people vulnerable to it, why some young
people can become persuaded or threatened to become involved. The
students’ behaviour was exemplary, and they responded well, answering
questions, taking part in activities and contributing to the Q&A sessions.
Mrs H Willott
Curriculum Lead for Health, Sport & Exercise

A Monster Calls
Members of 8EY1 English have undertaken a creative
project with Mrs Baines after reacting really well to
the references made to 'A Monster Calls' in their
recent unit of work. The group have gone slightly offpiste and explored the books in great detail, reading
it together as a class and discussing the themes,
looking at the atmospheric illustration work in the
book, watching the film (and in Mrs Baines's case,
crying over it) and then most recently they travelled
to Coventry to watch the national tour of the play.
The play was amazing with students most impressed by the highly creative
set which used a series of ropes to portray the tree monster as well as multimedia projections, live music and highly physical acting. The actor playing
the monster was superb and had such physical skills that he was hanging
from the ropes, lifted by them, using them to swing around the stage and
using stilts to show the huge nature of the character.
The students are now creating a wide range of work inspired by the
different versions of the story and will be creating their own monster in the
classroom as well as entering various short story competitions with their
work.
“This was a topic that a lot of people enjoyed. We
experienced this story in a lot of different ways,
for example we read the book, watched the film
and saw it at the theatre. I enjoyed the theatre
experience the most because you could feel the
most emotion in that.
I think that the story is really good because a wide
range of emotions are shown therefore it doesn’t
get boring and even though there is a monster who
could be described as unrealistic, it’s not.
The theatre performance was really impressive as everything felt on point
and breath-taking until the end”. Arthur Allerton and Tom Sullivan, Year 8
Creative Media Students

2

Mrs K Baines
Curriculum Leader of Drama

35

Examinations

As much of this newsletter was completed before the school went
into a partial closure, many of the future events that are referred

Revision Tips

to will be rearranged rather than take place on the dates given.

Revision is key to ensuring that your knowledge is at it’s best before going
into an exam. Simply just reading over notes is not an effective form of
revision, it needs to involve some form of active learning in order for you to
engage with what you are learning.
As someone who is currently revising for their ALevels, there have been numerous aspects to my
revision that I have realised are not as effective as
first thought to be. I have recently found that for
me, the best way in which I can condense my notes
into a simple form is through highlighting my
textbooks and then transferring this information onto
flashcards at the end of every topic in which I can
then quiz myself on at a later date.
Whilst it is essential to know the content in a way in
which you understand, not just from the textbook, it
is also key that you know how to apply the content and to also be able to
actively analyse any information you write in an exam.
Exam questions once you have completed a topic will be one of the best
forms of revision as it allows you to see where the gaps in your knowledge
are, but will also allow you to see what the
examiner wants from you and to also find the
structure that suits your writing style the most as
this is key in essay based subjects.
Whilst revising for exams can be extremely
stressful, it is extremely important to ensure that
you stay calm during exams and to not panic as this
can dramatically change your thought processes and
during your revision time, you should leave time for
yourself so that your life isn’t being consumed by
revising and exams.
Georgina Willott
Year 13

34

Welcome
Over the past few weeks, the whole school pulled together to ensure that
we remained open and kept everyone safe. We feel immensely proud of our
school and it is during difficult times that we realise what a privilege it is to
work with such an incredible community of staff, students, parents and
governors.
The ambitious challenge of organising
supervised handwashing for over 1000
students twice a day worked smoothly due
to the support of the whole school.
However, without our dedicated team of
support staff who have taken on additional
shifts, we couldn't have managed as well as
we have.
Stay safe and look after each other.
We look forward to welcoming you all back into school as soon as we can.
Mrs R Johnson & the Senior Leadership Team

3

Citizenship

Year 11

UHNM Charity Care Packs
Year 7 students have continued to support the
UHNM charity in citizenship lessons this term,
focussing on providing care packs for parents and
siblings of babies in the neonatal intensive care
unit, and activity packs for young patients on the
children's ward. All students were given £1 to
purchase an item for a care pack, or to kickstart
their own fundraising ideas. The response from
the students, as with previous classes, was
superb. Many of the students in the group had
personal associations with the NICU and children's
wards, and their commitment was outstanding.
On Thursday 13th February, 13 students accompanied Mrs Pheasey to the
Royal Stoke Hospital to deliver our donations - 180 care packs and a cheque
for £220 for each department. We met with staff, who talked about their
work and explained what a positive impact our donations will have on the
mental health of families going through traumatic times. Lara Barr, who
has been cared for by the children's ward many times, and Harry Baxter,
himself a premature baby who inspired us all with his story, presented the
cheques to staff. Hollie Rowe produced a beautiful hamper for a family in
the intensive care unit, and she was able to present it to a parent whose
baby had spent 85 days on the unit.
The Sentinel have recently featured us on their website - you can view the
full story at: https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trent-news/
its-hug-bag-pupils-create-3855565. All students have been exemplary.
Since September, we have donated 451 packs and £585. Well done, Year 7
- we are so proud of you all.

Mrs L Pheasey
4Teacher of English

I’m going to be completely honest, the original Year 11 update that I wrote
several weeks ago has had to be changed, due to how much has happened
over the last few weeks. It’s hard to know where to begin really, with
recent developments obviously having huge implications on all students,
but particularly those in Year 11.
I think I’ll start by going back in time, to one month ago, when none of us
could have imagined the extent to which our lives would be changed by the
outbreak of the virus. A month ago, Year 11 were just finishing off their last
round of mock examinations, which was to be their final preparations
before sitting the real examinations in May. The hard work and efforts that
the students put into preparing for these examinations was commendable
and I would like to thank all of the year group for this. But I would also like
to thank Year 11 for all the hard work that they have put in over the last
two years, since they started all their GCSE courses. It has been a privilege
to watch the extensive progress and development of all students within my
year group over the last few years.
I am very proud of all the fantastic achievements they have earned, in all
of their subjects. However, above educational achievements, the thing that
I’m most proud of, is that all of them, as a group, as a team, are the very
meaning of our school ethos. If anyone was ever looking for a definition of
pride, respect and kindness; they only need to look at Year 11. From the
way that they have reacted to the developments of the last few weeks, to
how they have always found time to carry out bake sales, head shaving and
other charity work, during the busiest and stressful academic year of their
lives so far. The maturity and kind-hearted nature of these students has
blown me away, they are a credit to school.
Despite the uncertainty of when we will return to normal school life, I am
still glad that we made the decision to not rush through a shirt signing day
and leavers assembly on the 20th March, which many other schools did do.
It wouldn’t have been right to have so many students missing and I will
make sure that as soon as it is appropriate and deemed safe, Year 11 will
get the leavers assembly and prom that they deserve.
Stay safe and look after each other.
Mr R Leech
Head of Year 11
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Year 10

STEM Computer Science
During their time in computer science, STEM
club group 2 completed the following projects:

The Spring term has been an excellent term for the Year 10 cohort and
students have begun revising diligently for their mock examinations at the
end of March. Almost 20% of the cohort have already achieved their
Challenge Leadership Award and are consistently showcasing their ability to
lead, support and challenge their peers to further improve the school
environment. Some students have begun delivering assemblies to younger
year groups, on topics such as resilience, and it has been a pleasure to
witness our confident students make such a valuable contribution to the
school community. As we continue to prepare for Year 11 we have launched
a new system of prefect nominations. Staff have been asked to nominate
students who demonstrate the many qualities needed to represent the
school as a prefect. These include integrity and effective communication
skills. It has been a pleasure to read the numerous nominations that have
already been made and students have been given their formal nominations
in assembly in preparation for their final applications.
Mrs E Avons
Head of Year 10

Year 10 Stars of the Term
Kieran Lewis
Trinity Colclough
Kacey Washington
Olga Stachowiak

Joshua Reynoldson

Kyle Colclough
Jacob Garlick
Lily Proctor
Nell Wooliscroft
Aimee Moore

Rhys Cooper
David King



A multiplayer version of “Rock, paper
scissors” using the BBC micro:bit where
any device within Bluetooth range can take
part.



Using a phototransistor and a micro:bit to
read the level of light and report it on the
screen.



A micro:bit as a controller for external
components such as LEDs, motors &
buzzers.



A wind turbine that uses a small fan to generate a voltage that can be
read and displayed by a micro:bit.



A 3D representation of the solar system using Minecraft.



A “flashlight app” and a text-based adventure game for mobile
devices using App Lab.

All students had a fantastic time exploring how real world problems are
solved using computer science and how it links to and compliments other
subjects.
Mr G Broomhall
Curriculum Leader of Computer Science

Year 10 Best Behaviour for Learning Averages
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Name

BfL Average Score

Tommy Hart

1.59

Imogen Crowther
Leighton Palethorpe
Abigail Collins

1.61
1.61
1.67

Kacey Washington

1.68

5

STEM Science
Students in group 1 have so far been based
in science, and have recently moved on to
computing.
They started to look at a variety of different
practical based activities. The first session
was based around combustion. Students
were able to look at how surface area
impacted on the rate of combustion and link
it to gun powder. They also looked at what
products would be produced when methane
combusted. They then had the opportunity
to set methane bubbles on fire.
The next session involved students observing a rat being dissected and had
the opportunity to look at the internal structures and touch the internal
structures if they chose to. Students were astonished by how organised the
internal structures were and the size comparison between some of the
organs. Throughout the other sessions, students also had the opportunity to
observe a heart and eye dissection.
Students have also had the opportunity to use forensic skills to work out
“Who killed Mr. Wynne?”. They used microscopes to compare hair samples
from the scene of the crime to the different suspects. They used a chemical
test to compare the soil sample found at the scene of the crime with soil
samples of the suspects shoes. Students were also able to compare
fingerprints found on the murder weapon with the fingerprints taken from
the suspects. Students also made chromatograms to compare to a
chromatogram from the pen used to write the note at the scene of the
murder.
Students have also made different combinations
of alcohol and acids to make a variety of esters,
which can be used in different fragrances.
They also had the opportunity to complete
electrolysis of copper sulphate solution to see
what products were made. They looked at why
it worked and why copper sulphate needed to
be in solution to be electrolysed.

6

Year 9
Another extremely busy term for Year 9 as they embark on new adventures!
Year 9 have completed their examinations and I am extremely proud to say
that the maturity and behaviour through this period was outstanding. This has
been excellent practice for the the real GCSE examinations which will soon
come around. A highlight of the term has been celebrating the amazing
successes of our students. A number of students have been awarded for their
contribution and commitment to the leadership ladders. Students have been
awarded fifty achievement points for achieving five of the criteria which will
be hugely beneficial as we look at achievement point awards. Can I please take
this opportunity to remind you all of the expectations and standards regarding
uniform, make up and jewellery? Uniform should be worn with pride, make up
should be subtle (no fake eyelashes or nails should be worn) and other than one
set of small earrings and a watch, jewellery should not be worn. Can I also
remind you of the fabulous e-planner that allows parents/ guardians to keep up
to date with their child’s day-to-day school life. Staff have been working
tirelessly to ensure that communication between home and school is effective.
If you can not access the e-planner, can you please let me know and this can
be rectified promptly?
Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 9

Year 9 Stars of the Term
Eve Cuerden

Maddison Johnson

Holly Malpass

Jack Swarbrooke

Georgia Broadbent

Cadence Knight

Millie Knight

Maisie Carr

Year 9 Best Behaviour for Learning Averages
Name

BfL Average Score

Grace Dean

1.57

Ruby-Jo Latham
Jack Swarbrooke
Courtney Edge

1.61
1.63
1.64

Holly Malpass

1.66
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STEM Science

Year 8
Year 8 have had another great term and have been a pleasure to work with over
the term. We've had lots of different charity projects at the start of the term
helping the local community which has been led by Mrs Willott; thank you to all of
you who have supported us with our efforts to support the local community. It is
greatly appreciated by all!
On my regular learning walks I have seen the amazing work Year 8 are producing
and it is a real pleasure to see so many students engaging so positively with the
curriculum and making excellent progress. This is something that was reiterated by
the teaching staff at Year 8 Progress Evening, and it was great to see so many
parents there and showing what a strong community we have. If you were not
there please make sure you are contacting your child's teachers to get feedback on
their progress.
This term we have focused our Friday form times on weekly “Current Affairs
Quiz” where students get into teams of three or four and have to decipher images
to figure out the answer to some questions from the week before. The tutors and
me have been taken back by the enthusiasm of the students! We've all been
hearing how the students go away watching the news and researching what has
happened in the week so they can win! This has been a real pleasure to see, and
I'm sure the students have enjoyed the sweets they receive for winning!
Mr J Biggs
Head of Year 8

During the final session, students observed what
happened to marshmallows when they were placed
in a vacuum. Students then watched what happened
when love hearts were set on fire in the presence of
propanol.
The science department would like to thank Chloe
Roberts in year 12, Benjamin Hodgson, Lily Frost and
Ana Russel in year 11 and Branden Hardy in year 8
for supporting in STEM. Their help enabled the
sessions to run efficiently and enabled them to
develop their understanding further.
Miss K Fargher
Teacher of Science

STEM Maths

Year 8 Stars of the Term
Tanayeh Bedward
Connie Dean
Dylan Salmon
Logan Cousins
Elaina Hughes

Elisha Duke
Beau Kidd-Chadwick
Eli Xu
Macy Abel-White
Ryan Elmore

Aleeza-Aaminah Basharat

Madison Jervis
Izabelle Holland
Gabriel Hammonds
Scarlett Goble
Summer-Nicole Griffiths Chloe Tunnicliffe

Year 8 Best Behaviour for Learning Averages
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Once they had completed this, students then used
electroplating to plate any metal item they wished
with copper.

Name

BfL Average Score

Summer-Nicole Griffiths

1.61

Scarlett Goble

1.61

Eli Xu

1.63

Ryan Elmore

1.63

Isla Bond

1.65

The Golden Ratio
During the first couple of sessions we have been
focusing on the aspect of the golden ratio. This is
found in many parts of maths and real life, from
the painting of the Mona Lisa to the formation of
a sunflower. Students have focused on the idea
of how a ratio of phi (1.618..) can represent
mathematical beauty. We tested this idea on
those celebrities we thought may represent
'beauty' and were very surprised by some of the
results! We then created a perfect rectangle and
a golden spiral using only a compass and ruler.
Mrs A Whitehurst
Curriculum Leader of Mathematics

7

Mathematics

Year 7

Mathematics recommended reads
The maths department monthly recommended reads for
January and February include ‘The Magic of Maths’ by
Arthur Benjamin and ‘Alex’s Adventures in Numberland’ by
Alex Bellos.

The Magic of Maths reveals the hidden magic hidden within
the fascinating world of mathematics. Reading this will
show you the often surprising patterns of mathematical
observations, expand your knowledge of geometry and
algebra, teach you numerical party tricks and illuminate
the mysterious properties of numbers like pi.
‘Alex’s Adventures in Numberland’ is a ground-breaking
book that demonstrates many examples of how
Mathematical ideas underpin almost everything in our
lives. Ideas from both books are to be shared in maths
lessons.

It’s been an interesting term Year 7 where we have welcomed your families
into school to report on your academic development during the January
Progress Evening. The positive comments from parents regarding how you
have adapted to secondary education, your new homework routines,
making of new friends and your maturity during this process has been
overwhelming.
I was extremely proud as the person who leads Year 7 to receive so many
positive comments about how you enjoy your new lessons and the
challenges.
We have already welcomed many Year 5 students from our Partnership
school every Tuesday, whilst in the Summer Term, events are scheduled for
Year 4, 5 & 6 and I have no doubt you will be supporting these events.
Mr A Jackson
Director of Progress for Transition

Year 7 Stars of the Term

Mr K Pugh
Teacher of Mathematics

UKMT Intermediate Challenge Results
Bronze: Arabella Daley, Ellie Rogers, Harry Worsdale, Holly Patrickson,
Lucy Grattage, James McFarlane, Lucy Hart, Madeline Eaton-Lymer, Suzi
Hopwood
Silver: William Mair, Jude Turner-Farmer
Gold: Alex Chung, Jacob Lockett, Kieran Lewis, Tobias Rose, Tommy
Hart
Well done to William Mair for achieving
best result in Year 9 and to Kieran
Lewis for achieving best result in Year
10 and the school. Due to his
exceptional performance, Kieran has
been offered a placement in the
National Mathematics Summer School.
Mr M Goodwin
Assistant Headteacher - Mathematics

8

Charlie Cairns

Madison Blackburn

Poppy Spencer

Reagan Galley

Will Downing

Megan Woodworth

Lottie Holden

Katie Salt

Dominic Floyd

Summer Robinson

Year 7 Best Behaviour for Learning Averages
Name

BfL Average Score

Louie Swarbrooke

1.52

Jayden Tudor
Samuel Bailey
Keeley Ternent
Elexis Blakemore-Wardle

1.58
1.59
1.62
1.63

Holly Bingham
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Music

Sixth Form
Sixth Form Student Interviews

Achievements in Music

For my selection day at Keele University, I had to do a written assessment,
group exercise and a interview. I only could have got through to the
interview stage, if I passed the other parts of the selection. When I went
for my interview at Keele University, I prepared for my interview by
speaking with relatives in the family about how to answer the questions
that I may be asked. I prepared by doing extra revision of the questions and
how to answer them. I also did a mock interview with my sixth form
teachers to make sure I was prepared. This is how I got an offer to study at
Keele University for social work.

We’ve had lots to celebrate
recently. Our Christmas concert
was absolutely magical and we
had a wonderful time practicing
for it and performing in it. Our
wonderful choir went carolling in
Trentham in what turned out to
be the freezing cold, but they
sang wonderfully!

Benjamin Fraser
Year 13 student

After the period of applying to universities through UCAS, I was invited to
attend an interview at my top choice uni – The University of Liverpool. I was
also given the opportunity to audition. The day began with a talk welcoming
all the applicants to the university and an overview of the different music
related courses the uni offers. This then led into a taster lecture led by Dr
Giles Hooper on the music of John Williams. He spoke about Williams’ style
and influences as well as touching on music concerning gender, for example
the difference between Indiana Jones’ theme and Marion’s theme. After the
lecture followed a waiting period which lasted an eternity as I began to
worry about my interview. Finally I was called and was led into one of the
offices in the music department, which was where I found out I was being
interviewed by Dr Hooper. We discussed film music and why it was
something I was interested in as well as reviewing a composition which I had
sent into the department a few days prior. I left the interview beaming,
feeling that it had gone incredibly well. Next, I prepared for my audition,
where I played “The Crying Machine” by Steve Vai. This went even better
than the interview and I left the university confident that I was going to go
there. A week later I received a letter from the university offering me a
conditional placement. Within the letter I was given additional information
about the university and the course as well as a message from Dr Hooper,
saying he was “struck” by my passion for composition for film and that the
university would be a good fit for me.
Dylan Young
Year 13 student
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We have also been fortunate enough had a piano and
2 guitars donated to us, which is fantastic! We are
currently organising for a second piano to move in to
the department and hope that this will be installed
soon. We are still looking for unused or unwanted
instruments - if anyone has any instruments that are
no longer being used at home and would like to
donate them to our music department, we would
love to hear from you!

Music in the curriculum has also had some great results. Students in Year 7
have taking a whistle stop tour through the History of Music and have
recently been composing music for their own version of Saint-Sëans’
Carnival of the Animals. Year 8 have been learning about African music
and Gumboot Dancing; Year 9 rotation have been writing their own Protest
Songs; and GCSE groups have been busy learning performance skills.
Can we please remind KS3 students to bring headphones to music lessons,
and KS4 and 5 students should be attending extra-curricular activities.
There are lots of great musical opportunities to get involved with.

Mr G Brookes
Teacher of Music

Miss H Balewski
Curriculum Leader of Music

9

Careers

Sixth Form

Sommerville College
Sommerville college, and the rest of Oxford, may as well be a foreign
country compared to Stoke. From the moment we stepped off the bus it
became clear we were no longer in Staffordshire, but in Oxford where our
accents and shock at the grandness of the buildings that surrounded us would
make us stand out like a sore thumb. However, after finding ourselves in a
small classroom such notions were quickly dispelled. We were told that 69%
of students who go to Oxford are state school students (and how they’re
working to improve even that) and how no matter what background we come
from, the only thing that will hold us back is our academic ability- not the
size of our parents’ wallets.
After having the most luxurious PowerPoint presentation of our lives, we
worked our way towards Sommerville’s dining hall. It took a while for us to
decide what meal we even wanted, with such options as “Pasta Napoli”
overwhelming our brain with choice.
As students poured in, and the lecturers
made their way to their seats on the high
table, it finally set in where we were.
Paintings of influential women hung
around the awe-inspiring hall, below
them exhausted university students had
their moment of respite, the reality being
they too were students (just like us), who
seemed unfazed by the history that
dominated their dining hall. I tried my
best to convince Mr.Goodwin to let me sit
with the lecturers, but unfortunately he
was having none of it.

We then met Bill -our guide for student life
at Sommerville- and just like Dr Mitchell
predicted, he was once a 12-year-old Maths
prodigy. He showed us around Sommerville
and gave us a glimpse into the life of a
Sommerville student, whilst providing us
with the occasional fun fact. We passed
through Sommerville library, where from a
“take any book” box I got my read for the
next 3months, which I later tried to
convince my mother I looted. Once our tour
had concluded we made our way to the
Natural History Museum.

10

“The trip for me personally was very good as it gave me information on loans
and accommodation that I didn't have previously. I also thought the campus
had a lot of space and greenery to go to for study and for a break.”
Luca Burgess
Year 12 student

“When we first arrived at Birmingham University we were shown a short
presentation by our ambassadors telling us their experience of university.
After this we had a brief Q&A session with them. This was the highlight of
my day as I learned about student loans, accommodation, how our life will
change as we jump from sixth form to university as well as degree choices.
To wards the end of the day once our tour was completed we attended a talk
which informed us about the importance of our personal statements. When
leaving the university I was excited by the concept of attending a university
in two years time and motivated to achieve the results I want to get to
where I want to be”.
Daniel Farr
Year 12 student

Advice to Year 12
If there is one piece of advice I would give to Year 12, it would be to start
preparing for your University application as soon as possible. Ensure you
give yourself enough time to visit a variety of Universities to really get a
feel for where is right for you. Getting a head start on your personal
statement is also essential; it is a long and enduring process so being
prepared really does make it easier. Make sure you have the appropriate
skills and experience to put into your statement; making yourself stand out
amongst the crowd will make you a lot more attractive to Universities. I
personally attended a summer school at the University of Bristol at the end
of Year 12 and found this really built the foundations of my statement and
made it much easier to write.
My final piece of advice would be to make sure you find an appropriate
work-life balance. Year 13 can be an extremely hard and stressful time and
it is important that you also find some time for yourself.
Lucy Pepper
Year 13 student
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Careers

Sixth Form
Birmingham University Visit
Recently we visited Birmingham University; we were able to gain more
information about what life was like at university and what is expected
from students that attend further education.
We personally feel the trip to Birmingham University has genuinely helped
us in many different ways. The trip has made us realise what type of
university we would like to attend; for example we loved how Birmingham
was a campus university and found the tour extremely beneficial.
As we arrived we had a talk with an outreach officer who explained in detail
what life at university really looks like. She helped to explain the range of
different courses Birmingham has to offer and this really surprised us as
there are so many! However, she also talked about the financial costs of
living at university, which helped us in so many ways and enabled us to not
be worried about the costs of university.
It was great to see that there were so many student ambassadors there for
us to talk to and it was nice to hear a student’s point of view on university
life.
Overall our visit to Birmingham University has helped us so much, it’s made
us more excited about university and helped us think about different ways
of learning. We now know what qualities to look for in universities, and this
has put us in a good place for my future.
Jacob Wooliscroft and Megan Shenton, Year 12
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They told us about the relationship between the Museum and Oxford and
gave us an exclusive session covering a range of topics from taxidermy to
homo Neanderthal skulls. After having our curiosity piqued, we toured the
museum like any other tourist, marvelling at the fossilised remains of
countless bygone species.
Back at Sommerville we were given the choice of a lecture in Plants &
Medicine or Translating Harry Potter. My time in Spanish steered me
towards Plants & Medicine. I thought we were going to be taken by an
undergraduate student, but to my pleasant surprise we were lectured by a
real Oxford lecturer. He asked us what we thought were some of the largest
problems in Medicine are right now; a list slowly formed, from Alzheimer’s
to Antibiotic resistance to Wuhan Novel Coronavirus and many more. Slowly
but surely he broke down the problems showing us how plants (Yes, plants!)
are being used to combat problems in medicine. After leaving us all quite
shocked he then took us through what he would do in an interview; he told
us about the curious case of the massive seed (that is nearly two footballs in
size) and slowly worked the answers out of us (overall, I think we may have
just about passed).
We made our way back to the bus, although the day was over, and
unfortunately we were leaving Oxford, the possibility that we could go
Oxford University and experience today on the daily sank in. It became clear
to a lot of us that Oxford could be for us, and certainly for me has motivated
me to work even harder to give myself a real chance. Sommerville College,
and the wider area of Oxford, may as well be a foreign country to some of
us, but we’ve had our world expanded in just a short 12 hours: the future
looks bright.

Alexander Andrews
Year 11 student
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Modern Foreign Languages

Parent Portal

Lille Christmas Market Visit
In December 2019, we were back in the Hauts-deFrance region of Northern France so that Year 8
students could experience French Christmas
traditions. Four staff took forty students to stay for
two nights in the Château d’Ebblinghem close to
the town of Saint-Omer. We travelled by coach
from school and, despite a few delays, we crossed
the channel on Le Shuttle before settling into the
château on the first day. On the second day, the
group visited a traditional French bakery in the
small town of Escœuilles where the baker
demonstrated how bread is made in one of the few
remaining wood-fired ovens in France in a
traditional artisan style.
Students were then able to sample freshly baked pains au chocolat before
departing on the coach for the city of Lille. The afternoon was spent visiting
the Christmas Market in Lille city centre and purchasing a variety of
souvenirs, Christmas presents, food and drink from one of 90 wooden
chalets.
The day concluded with a 5-course Christmas dinner back at the château and
a Christmas quiz, followed by a disco. We were very impressed by some of
the dance moves!
On our return journey the following
day, the group visited a chocolate
workshop in Calais where students
learnt about how chocolate is made,
and everyone decorated their own
chocolate bar and visited the extensive
shop where many treats were bought.
As always, the students were a
pleasure to take abroad, and I would
like to thank all staff and students for
making the visit a fantastic success.
Miss K Bloor
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

12

25

Geography
Geographers have been developing their cultural capital this year by
increasing their incidence of reading throughout the year. Students at Key
Stage 3 have been encouraged to find their own newspaper reports relating
to lots of global issues, whilst also completing homework tasks based on
literature provided to them. Research areas have included Australian
Wildfires, Storm Ciara, extreme weather and issues arising from poverty in
Rio de Janeiro.
Excitingly, all classes have been using
www.arcgis.com (a free GIS tool) to
investigate
different
locations
spatially.
Recently,
various
groups
have
investigated the spread of the Corona
Virus, levels of development, tectonic
hazards and urban issues using this
tool. It is a tool that all students could
use at home to investigate places that
we study at Blythe Bridge High School
& Sixth Form and other topical areas.

Fieldwork
A-level geographers have visited both Staffordshire University and Shelton
this academic year and will visit Betws-y-Coed in North Wales later on in the
year. GCSE geographers will be visiting Carding Mill Valley and Stafford as
part of their GCSE fieldwork investigations. A selection of students will also
be visiting Iceland in October this year.

Revision strategies
We are continuing to provide lots of opportunities for all GCSE students in
geography. Many students now attend a P6 in GCSE geography (formerly the
‘geography surgery’ on Monday after school). A-level revision sessions take
place on Tuesday. Ask Mr Knight or Mrs Clarke if you want to be added to
one of these sessions. The department have created a range of materials to
assist you on FROG including revision PowerPoints, knowledge organisers,
specification tick-lists and sample exam papers.

Modern Foreign Languages
MFL Awards
Congratulations to these students, who have received the bronze MFL
award this term!
Students are rewarded in French and Spanish for excellent contributions,
pieces of work and homework and collect stickers and stamps in their
lessons. Do not forget to collect your prize from Miss Bloor each time you
fill half a sticker sheet!
An extra special congratulations goes to the students below who were
awarded the gold MFL award!
Name

Year

Noah Hewlett

Year 8

William Mair

Year 9

Miss K Bloor
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

Harry Baxter

Year 7

Sophie Brindley

Year 7

Charlie Cairns

Year 7

Tamzin Colley

Year 9

Bethany Davis

Year 11

Harrison DavisBrookes

Year 9

Mackenzie Elliott

Year 7

Hannah Farr

Year 7

Kaitlyn Fraser

Year 8

Lola Frost

Year 7

Ruby Gibbs

Year 7

Lucy Hart

Year 8

Scott Humphreys

Year 8

Mitchell Lowe

Year 9

Saffron Matthews

Year 7

Billy McInnes

Year 9

Phoebe Mitchener

Year 7

Eli Xu

Year 8

Mr A Knight
Curriculum Leader of Geography
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Design & Technology
Design Ventura Finalists
Congratulations to Toby Rose, Alex Chung, Lucy Grattage and Emily Alcock
who received the award for “outstanding finalist” at the Design Ventura
finals having beaten over 16,000 students and 300 schools to reach this
stage. Their work is now on display in the Design Museum, Kensington
London for the next two months to be seen by thousands of visitors. During
the event, students had the opportunity to discuss design with some of
industries top designers, took part in masterclass sessions to develop their
knowledge and creativity further as well as experience the amazing
exhibitions on display. Now their work is on display, the exhibition has just
got even better.
Well done team Pixel Bricks, you did the school, yourselves and myself
proud!

Swimming Pool
Blythe Bridge High School Swimming Team would like to extend our well wishes to
all our families that attend lessons and sessions at our pool. We are hoping that
you are all well and staying safe.
We are looking forward to the time when we can continuing with you on your
swimming adventures and progressing through badges and certificates.

Swimming lessons
We have a range of available classes throughout the week for different abilities. If
your child has never had lessons, needs to build confidence or they are looking to
improve their technique, please get in touch to book your place now. We follow
the Swim England badge system and use Rainbow distance badges alongside.

Advanced Lessons
We started a new lesson for advanced swimmers who are looking to keep up their
fitness, learn about starts and turns and enjoy swimming. The class has been a
success and we have swimmers now that are progressing greatly with their water
fitness and skills techniques. This class will be on a Tuesday evening 7.15-8.15pm,
if you are interested please contact Miss Martin.

Rookie Lifeguard
There were limited places available for our rookie lifeguard course on Thursday
evenings 6.30-7.30. Here you can learn all about water safety and survival skills.
We explore different methods of saving others and yourself through things such as
reaching and throwing rescues. The group have been learning new skills each week
and demonstrating an understanding of water safety and knowledge which is
fantastic, I hope the children have been enjoying these sessions as much as me.

Lifeguard Course
I would like to congratulate all our participants on their efforts throughout the
course and their hard work on finishing. These trying times have meant that they
were unable to complete their final assessment, which everyone was disappointed
about, including myself. They will be completing updates and training throughout
until their assessment, which will be as soon as possible and I know that this will
only make them more effective and proactive as lifeguards.
All staff are looking forward to when we can reopen and resume our lessons. We
are all missing working, the atmosphere of the pool and the excitement of the
children ready to learn. When it is possible we will be in contact with all parents
and carers to let you know of our re opening and until then please stay safe.
Mr D Hughes
Curriculum Leader of Design & Technology
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Miss L Martin
Pool Manager
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Transition

Design & Technology

We have had a record number of applications for Year 7 places in
September. In total, 83% of Partnership students will be transferring in,
with a further 41 students from Stoke-on-Trent and Moorlands Primaries. In
total, we welcome 185 students, with 11 families awaiting the outcome of
the appeal process. I will be contacting all families in June to invite them
in for further events including induction days and parents’ evenings. Year 5
Partnership students have started their annual transition mornings,
enabling students to familiarise themselves with the secondary environment
and experiencing lessons in science, technology and PE.
Year 5 student Lily-Mae from Meir Heath Academy commented, “I really
liked the science and turning the liquids into different colours showed me if
they were acid or alkali”.
Fellow Year 5 student Phoebe from Forsbrook commented, “I enjoyed the
PE and the technology was great. We don’t get to do this primary school.”
The Year 5 Able and Talented Maths Masterclass was unfortunately
postponed and is rescheduled for the Summer term, whilst the Physics Fest
has unfortunately fallen victim to the same scenario. Both events will take
place later this year alongside the Maths Puzzle Day in June when we
welcome Year 5 students from Partnership schools. Year 4 students will get
the opportunity to spend the day at the high school in the Summer term
completing their Olympic challenge.
Mr A Jackson
Director of Progress for Transition

Year 11 Mentoring
Each of the Year 11 mentors have developed
different approaches to their mentoring
sessions. Mrs Johnson’s group have used the
time to focus on one of the set texts for
English Literature. Each of the students has
taken on a part from An Inspector Calls and,
after two sessions, Edna has just opened the
front door to Inspector Goole. Special
mention to Ben, who is reading the part of Mr
Birling with confidence and expression. Well
done to you all.
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Fundraising

Design & Technology
Congratulations!

Atlanta Community Fundraising

A big well done to our GCSE and A level students for completing their NEA
work. Unfortunately, images of work cannot be shared due to examination
board guidelines but we welcome our students to come into DT to see some
of the amazing work on display. There has been such a diverse range of
products that students have designed , developed and manufactured into
high quality products that they should be proud of. Some of the really
creative products include

In November last year, we submitted 2 bids
to the Atlanta Community Funding to see if
we could get valuable funds for 2 of our
projects. We were overwhelmed by the
amount of support you all gave us, which
took us not only through to the semi-finals
but also to the finals.

Ana Russell - Device to fit onto a variety of drinks glasses to prevent drinks
being spiked when attending busy events
Evan Bloor – Wind up, portable blue tooth speaker to be used when
camping.
Rhys Lowndes – Light with hidden compartment that can only be accessed
through a secret mechanical lock
Natalie Parkinson – Sustainable light that powers using kinetic energy.
George Fenwick – Speaker made entirely from reclaimed materials (old
shelves, Tassimo coffee pods)
Dan R – Secret storage salt and pepper stand.
Tom W – Rotating media holder to enhance comfort.
Lucy Somogy – Extending table using a hidden mechanism
Daniel Stevenson – locking, mechanical chemical containment unit to
prevent his dog from access cleaning products in the home.
This is just a short sample of some of the incredible and imaginative
products produced.
Well done, all!
Mr D Hughes
Curriculum Leader of Design & Technology
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This was a huge achievement in itself
considering the number of applications
submitted at the time and we would like to
say a huge thank you to all of you who have
taken the time to vote for us.
Their judging panel has finally concluded their deliberation and sadly we
did not get the funding. However, we still consider ourselves winners for
having made it so far and seeing all the invaluable support you, as our
school community, have given us.

Cancer Research UK
Recently, we took on the challenge of organising a charity fundraiser to
raise money for Cancer Research UK, and in particular Fresh Hair Wig salon
located in the Stoke cancer unit.
In order to do this, we asked our community for any unwanted costume
jewellery, silk scarves or hats. The latter would be used to boost the
confidence and self-esteem of anyone who are experiencing chemotherapy
and the jewellery would be re-homed, in exchange for a small donation, so
the salon could create more wigs.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped or
donated any of the items so far. There is still time
for a few more donations before one of us go over
to Fresh Wig in April and hand in all your wonderful
items. Please feel free to bring them into reception
at your convenience.
Many thanks for your support,
Maisie M, Lacey Martin, Millie Hughes, Poppy Pointon
Form Group 10KC
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Careers
BEST Day 2020
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form hosted BEST Day 2020 on Thursday
23rd January. A total of 30 Universities, businesses and career pathways
were represented at the event. Year 11, 12 and 13 students were given the
opportunities to speak to the representatives and attend aspirational talks
put on by some of the universities and businesses. It was a great success
and all representatives praised Blythe Bridge students in their politeness,
maturity and confidence in conversations about their future pathways. Here
are some quotes from some employers:




Whole day went well the presentations were really well organised and
a great idea.
Students well prepared and really engaged.
Everything was great students are fab, very mature really enjoy this
event the most over all the ones I attend.

Mr M Goodwin
Assistant Headteacher

Health, Sport & Exercise
Inter-house Competitions
This terms inter-house challenged the girl’s creativity and ability to adopt a
leadership role. Each year competed in dance. The Year 7 stimulus was
Soldiers. Plenty of talent shone through and we loved to watch the dances
develop. Year 8 stimulus was superheroes and the dances really were super!
Finally, Year 9 went ‘all out’ and adopted a glitz and glam theme allowing
them to strut their stuff Beyoncé style. All the performances were
spectacular, well done!
On the other hand, the boys have unveiled their competitive side with Year
7 and Year 9 students participating in the swimming gala. There were some
agonisingly close races with maximum effort from all the boys. A huge well
done to all who took part! Finally, the Year 8 students rivalled in fiercely
competitive football matches, showing some promising sportsmanship,
again well done boys!
Boys inter-house results

Churnet
Derwent
Dove
Manifold

1st
3rd
4th
2nd

Girls Inter-house results

Churnet
Derwent
Dove
Manifold

1st
4th
3rd
2nd

Miss F Kidd-Smithers
Health, Sport & Exercise Technician

Debating Society
The debating society runs every Friday lunch and is a place where people
can speak their mind on various topics with the goals to improve their
ability to create arguments (key for A-levels) and understand an opposing
view that someone else may have on a certain topic, which creates more
open minded individuals, preparing them for the real world, where people
from all cultures and religions combine. The topics we debate on can go
from abortion to whether tea or coffee is better, but keeping the same idea
in mind: improving our speaking, debating, argument creating skills.
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Luca Burgess
Year 12 student
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For the full Online Safety newsletter and previous newsletters, visit
www.bb-hs.co.uk/e-safety-newsletter
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