U.H.N.M Charity

On Friday 25th June, students in Year 7 were invited to wear a coloured t-shirt or
jumper in exchange for a suggested £1 donation. During their citizenship lesson,
students assembled on the yard and formed a human rainbow, as a tribute to the
charity they are supporting and the NHS as a whole for their hard work during this
challenging year. Turn to page 3 to read about our other fundraising activities!
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Headteacher’s Welcome
As the end of the academic year draws to a close, we say fond farewells to Mrs
Tokeley and Mr Pickford who are both leaving to move to an Independent Special
School and Mr Baldwin and Mrs Pollitt have secured promotions at local schools. We
also wish Mrs Carr in mathematics all the best for the future as she moves on to a
new role. Although Mr Myatt, who has been at the school for 18 years, will be
starting his retirement, he has kindly offered to continue to support the school
with minibus driving. Within the teaching assistant team, Mr Hulley will be starting
his new job with the RSPB over the summer and Miss Button will be starting her
PGCE in primary teaching in September. We wish Mrs Johnson (Art), Mrs Moorcroft
and Miss Sales all the best as they start their maternity leave.
I wish you all a safe and restful summer and look forward to welcoming you all back
in September.
Mrs R Johnson Headteacher

Science Webinars
My name is Will and I am a self-confessed science nerd. Over the
last few months, I have attended 3 public webinars by Oxford
University on my favourite sort of science, quantum physics
(which studies atoms and the parts that make them up, as well as how they can be
used). These webinars have been really fascinating. The first one covered cuttingedge technology made possible by quantum physics (such as quantum computers –
which are much more powerful than conventional computers). The second lecture,
which was run by the Director-General of CERN (the European Centre for Nuclear
Research) gave an insight into the workings of CERN, what they did and what they
are planning to do. If you haven’t heard of CERN, it is the place where they
discovered the Higgs Boson – the particle that gives all objects mass (and also
where I want to work). Now the third lecture was different altogether. It was
entitled ‘Driven Quantum Materials’. Did I understand it? Not a word… yet (but
there will come a day when I do). I have got more called ‘90 Degrees South:
Detecting Invisible Messengers of the Cosmos’. So if there’s a subject that you are
particularly interested in, look at the websites and Facebook pages of universities
and colleges – you never know what you will find and where it might take you.
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Will Downing Year 8 Student

Year 7 Enrichment
Bake Off!
Students were invited to participate in a bake-off contest – 22 students and staff
produced some fabulous creations. The Charity Champions and PRK team voted for
the best presented cake – this was an extremely difficult decision, as there were so
many stunning offerings! During citizenship, each Year 7 class was invited to
participate in cake tasting sessions, in exchange for a small donation. A vote was
conducted for the best tasting cake. All participants were given achievement points
for their wonderful efforts. Congratulations to our winners, who all received a
Love2Shop voucher: Aliyah H (presentation), Tia M (taste) and Charlotte S (runner
up).

Mrs L Pheasey
Assistant Head of Year 7
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Year 7 Enrichment
UHNM Charity
Year 7 forms have elected a dedicated Charity Champion. Along with members of
the PRK (pride, respect, kindness) team, the group visited the Royal Stoke Hospital
to meet with the UHNM Charity team. They delivered some care packages to the
neonatal intensive care department, and spoke with the charity staff about their
ideas for our fundraising projects. Students demonstrated exemplary behaviour,
and enjoyed discussing their fantastic ideas on the minibus journey back to school.

Year 7 Portal
Year 7 students now have their own dedicated homepage on FROG, which is
updated frequently. This can be accessed from the FROG dashboard by clicking on
‘Year 7 Portal’:
The page contains a news bulletin, photo gallery, weekly achievements
leaderboards, charity updates, the weekly challenge and a forum for the students
to discuss thoughts and ideas.

Mrs L Pheasey
4 Assistant Head of Year 7

Sixth Form
Digital Dollars
Year 12 business students were fortunate enough to have a workshop delivered by
the Associate Dean of Staffordshire Business School earlier this half term.
Angela Lawrence has taken a keen interest in
our students since they produced outstanding
entries to a competition which she judged
earlier in the year. The workshop was titled
‘Show me the money! Digital Dollar’s’ it
explored the new ways of making wealth which
are now evolving as we embrace the use of
technology more and more. The students
enjoyed the session and took the opportunity at
the end to ask questions about studying,
applying to and living at university.
Thank you to Staffordshire University and Angela Lawrence for the experience.

Mrs L Pollitt
Curriculum Leader of Business Studies
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Year 7 Art Showcase
African Culture
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Year 8 Art Showcase
Antoni Gaudi Architecture
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Year 9 Art Showcase
Aquatic Projects
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Mrs L Loveridge
Teacher of Art

Art & Design
This term the art department set a competition open to students of all ages in
conjunction with Staffordshire University. The competition was to create artwork
relating to the theme of 'change'. All entries from the entire county, including
entries from our school were received by Staffordshire University, shortlisted and
then sent to judges.
We are absolutely over the moon to announce that the judges selected one of our
year 10 students, Madeleine T, to be awarded as the winner of the 'Star Art work'
prize. Madeleine created a beautiful and very emotive metamorphis piece in the
style of the famous artists Peony Yip.
Staffordshire University are going to be celebrating our school and artwork on
Twitter on the 13th July and Madeleine has received an Art goody box prize so that
she can try out all the wonderful art materials and get even more creative.
Well done Madeleine. So well deserved!

Mrs R Johnson
Curriculum Leader of Art and Design
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Year 7
Year 7, it has been a great pleasure to get to know
you all over this challenging year. You have shown a
great level of resilience and have all overcome so
many different challenges. Each and every one of
you should be extremely proud of the way you have
approached your first year in high school. The vast
majority of you have been praised by your form
tutors as star of the week and it has been a pleasure
to celebrate many successes with you.

Chloe Bate
Joshua Swindles
Beatrice Cooke
Charlotte Sharpe
Taye Hinds
Millie Brindley
Will Harris
Gracie Gregson
William Snape
Grace Bromley

1042
1041
1010
1008
980
976
967
945
932
927

I was immensely proud of the work you did for the
UHNM charity, from the rainbow day to the bake off
to the Bag2school event. You have worked together to raise over £400 in total that
has gone towards buying supplies for the hug in a bag. This just shows what a kind
and caring year group you are.
Some of you have had the opportunity to sit down with Mrs Johnson and Mrs Kadri
during “in the hot seat”. They have commended each and every one of you for how
you have come across and the pride that you all showed.
As we approach the end of the year, I would like to thank each and every student
for welcoming me into the year group team back in March. You have all gone out of
your way to come to speak to me and share the wide array of experiences you have
been involved in. It has been a pleasure to get to know you all this year. I am sure
you will continue in this vein and show your new head of year, Mrs Avons, what you
are capable of. I am extremely proud to handover such a wonderful year group.
Have an amazing summer Year 7!
Miss K Fargher
Head of Year 7
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Year 8
My general feeling of this past term is that it has
been one full of challenges there to test the resolve
of every student in Year 8.
Not only has this been the longest period of
consecutive, non-interrupted, schooling, it has also
been a time where the students in Year 8
experienced a real examination environment for the
first time. I know how nervous a large number of
students were for this experience, but feedback
from teaching staff has been that everyone coped
very well in tough circumstances.

Will Downing
Lara Barr
Saffron Matthews
Chloe Johnson
Hannah Farr
Samuel Bailey
Megan Woodworth
Charlie Cairns
Ava Henderson
Evie Hodgkinson

893
885
861
857
846
840
801
789
783
777

I firmly believe that this past term has been a resounding success, as shown by the
50 students invited on to the rewards trip to Stanton Bowers. I have had the
privilege of getting to know the students of Year 8 a lot better having spent many
an hour on the school yard. Seeing the interaction and development of
relationships has been a particular highlight, along with seeing our footballing
talent come to the fore with the boy’s lunchtime football tournament.
I always view the summer holiday as a time to reflect on what has come and gone
over the last school year. I know how tough this particular year has been for
everyone, but there have been a lot of positives to come from it and this is what
we should all focus on.
I hope everyone has a great holiday and enjoys the time away from school. Year 9
promises to be an exciting year for every student and I implore everyone to prepare
for what challenges lie ahead.
Mr J Gibbons
Head of Year 8
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Year 9
Katie Burn

In what has been an immensely challenging year I
Elisha Duke
am full of pride at the continued excellence and
Ryan Elmore
hard work of our Year 9 students. They should all be
Elaina Hughes
very proud of themselves. It is a pleasure working
Chloe Tunnicliffe
with this year group, and I love walking into the
Connie Dean
Year 9 lessons as the students are always focussed
Gabriel Hammonds
and contributing. Whether that is Ryan’s story
Lucy Hart
writing in Mrs Pheasey’s English lessons, seeing
Annabell Ainsworth
Scarlett or Katie practicing in the Music rooms, Macy
Lara Bettany
telling me how the Current Affairs Quiz is too easy
or seeing the debates in Mrs Clarke’s Year 9
Citizenship class. You know when you walk into a Year 9 lesson you are going
students working hard and contributing to every part of the lesson.

825
807
803
794
748
740
721
720
713
707
to see

There are also several students I want to highlight for the achievements too. Elliott
Harris and Lewis Wright for their cricketing exploits, Phoebe Chadwick for
representing England U16’s in football, Logan Cousins and Baylee Dipepa continuing
to train with Port Vale academy and Daniall Leese for being asked to help the Royal
Northern College of Music in their forthcoming tutor interviews. These are to name
only a few, and my congratulations goes to all these great young people and the
many others in the year group.
As we approach the end of the year I want to express my thanks to all the Year 9
Pastoral Team for their hard work and support of our students. I would also like to
pass my thanks onto all the Year 9 parents, guardians and families for their
continued support.
I’m already looking forward to seeing the progress the students will make as they
move into Year 10. Please make a note in your diaries for our Year Ahead Evening
being on Thursday 9th September.
Mr J Biggs
Head of Year 9
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Year 10
Sophie Beech
Cadence Knight
Maddison Johnson
Abigail Clutton
Tia Walford
Grace Dean
Courtney Edge
Lucy Murray
William Mair
As I reflect at the end of another academic year, I Daniel Brown
This academic year has again been a mix of ups and
downs, but regardless of what has been thrown at
Year 10, they have shown resilience, kindness and
compassion throughout. Despite having to adapt to a
new ‘norm’ one thing that has been clear is the
determination to succeed and the preparation that
is already underway for an important twelve months
ahead.

814
750
742
737
729
715
692
689
687
685

would like to thank the amazing Year 10 pastoral
team who have again shone in the support that they
have given towards your children not only when students have been in school but
also whilst we faced another national lockdown. There will be a few changes
towards the pastoral team next year. I would like to thank Mrs Ridgway as the form
tutor for 10AGW. Mrs Ridgway will be working with the sixth form next year and I
know that I speak on behalf of the form group in thanking Mrs Ridgway for all that
she has done. We welcome Mrs Cotterill to the pastoral team who will be taking on
the form group next year. Mrs Johnson, the form tutor of 10RJJ will start her
maternity leave from September therefore I would like to welcome Mr McConvey
who will take on the current 10RJJ. We wish Mrs Johnson the very best in
welcoming her little one into the world and thank her for the support that she has
given with her tutor group.
I would also like to thank parents and carers for all of your support over the last
twelve months. The unity and collaboration between parents/ carers, students and
school staff has never been so important, especially as we move ever closer to
students sitting their GCSE examinations. The pastoral team and I look forward to
working with you all again with the first important event of the academic year, the
year ahead evening, taking place early September.
Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 10
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Year 10
The highlight of this year for me personally has been the prefect applications
process in which many of our students were nominated by staff to be prefects as
they believed that such students had the qualities needed to be a leader. The
applications from students that were received were staggering in not only quantity
but in quality and I am honoured to officially welcome the following to the prefect
team: Grace D, Maisie C, Maddison J, Madeleine C, Alana B, Ashton W, Cadence K,
Daniel B, Ruby-Jo L, Isabelle S, Heather A, Caitlin R, Olivia S-B, Emma R, Tia W,
Chase H, Ruby B, Millie K, Grace R, Evan P, Lucy B, Millie C, Oliver L, Dylan M,
Yasmine L, Olivia C, Abigail C, Lacey P, Noah D, Naomi D, Leo P, Tamzin C, Kieran
L, Lily A, Macie K, Merve K, Oliver H, Madeleine T, Grace R, Violet S, Abbie G, Ben
B, Madison S, Evie H, Rebekah B, Suzi H, Sophie B, Jake H, William M, Keira F, Max
P, Holly M, Maisie C, Freya J, James M, Katie J, Abigail H, Lucy M, Georgia W,
Madeleine E-L, Callum P, Ethan B, Shandy W, Alisha D and Lucy H.
As I write this, we are in the process of interviewing for the senior prefect position,
which includes head boy and head girl. I look forward to giving you all an update in
the near future.
Have a safe and well deserved break.
Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 10

Computer Science
Over the last half term in IT, Year 10 students have been following the ‘iDEA’
program which is a collection of courses that enable students to develop their
digital, enterprise and employability skills. They must work through a series of
online challenges to gain Bronze, Silver and Gold level awards. iDEA is the digital
and enterprise equivalent of The Duke of Edinburgh's Award. Bronze is beginner,
Silver intermediate and Gold is advanced.
These industry-recognised awards support career progression and offer a flexible
mix of topics. Students choose units of study to support their particular interests
and ambitions for the future.
Mr G Broomhall
Curriculum Leader of Computer Studies
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Year 11
On Friday 9th July, we hosted our very own Year 11 prom here at Blythe Bridge
High School & Sixth Form and it really was an evening to remember.
As staff, we were determined to provide
our Year 11 cohort with the opportunity
to celebrate all they have achieved and
deliver an extra-curricular event like no
other. We decorated the student
leadership area and main hall, hired
caterers to provide the food and even
added a photo booth to capture all those
special memories.
Students were dropped off in style on the main car park before making their way to
a mocktail drinks reception outside the main school entrance. Professional
photographs were taken by Mrs Pheasey before students made their way to the
main hall for dinner, speeches and awards. We even manged to arrange thrones for
our prom king & queen. Students then spent the evening enjoying the music
provided by Mr James, having more fun photographs taken in the photo booth and
visiting the well-stocked sweet cart. It was a wonderful evening and a fitting
celebration for such a talented and determined cohort.

Mrs E Avons
Head of Year 11
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Science
Extended Project Qualifications
In addition to their A level or BTEC studies, our fabulous Year 12 applied science
students have all chosen to complete EPQ practical investigations. The topic areas,
selected by the students are superb.
Staff have been delighted with the way that they have approached this
independent research task and can't wait to find out their conclusions.
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Maths
UKMT Maths Challenge
Mathematicians across Years 7 and 8 have been testing their resilience this term
with a selection of UKMT maths competitions. All students in 7EY1 and 8EY1 maths
groups were given the opportunity to take part in the Junior UKMT individual maths
challenge. A huge congratulations go to Darcy Evanson, Emma Grant, Nikoli
Lopushanskyy and Robert Mair who achieved a gold certificate, also securing a
place in the follow on kangaroo round. Silver certificates were awarded to Krrish
Chadha, Elijah Collier, Hannah Finney, Archie Garner, Will Harris, Isaac Adams, Leo
Ballone, Sherridan Cox, Dominic Floyd, Poppy Hawkins, Rachel Hope, Owen
Lowndes and Leon Parks. Bronze certificates were awarded to Paul Downing, Ryan
Edge, Jorja Harper, Emily Morgan, Euan Oakes, Sidney Rice, Willliam Snape, Henry
Adams, Samuel Bailey, Daniella Bott, Will Downing, Chloe Johnson, Reece Massey,
Che Rowley and Aaron Winfield. This has most certainly been the highest number of
certificates achieved for the Junior UKMT challenge at BBHS. All students displayed
great strength and commitment to the subject, tackling some very tricky problems.
The mathematics department are very proud of your achievements.

Mrs A Whitehurst
Curriculum Leader of Mathematics
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Drama
Dream world
Year 12 BTEC drama students showed great creativity in their recent storytelling
piece where they transformed N5 into a child's imaginative dream world and took
their audience on an interactive journey through the worlds of knights, witches and
monsters.
Currently they are rehearsing and exploring
scenes from Our Country's Good by Timberlake
Wertenbaker as pictured. In this scene, The
Authorities Discuss the Merits of The Theatre,
there are ten characters so the students used a
range of teddy bears to track the characters'
places on stage along with their key movements.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form

ALD
It has been an emotional time in ALD saying goodbye to our
lovely Year 11 students. We have seen them grow from little
Year 7s into the amazing young people who have now left us
to pursue the rest of their education, some specialist areas
include combined science and psychology.
Finishing off the term we have been supporting the
remaining students in school with exams. The teaching
assistants have done a fantastic job in providing additional
exam dispensation requirements.
Meanwhile Mr Hulley's gardening interventions have taken
off and the staff have been enjoying the freshly grown crops
that have been for sale, the students have helped to grow organic lettuce,
tomatoes , rudbeckias and many more delicious treats.
All students in ALD are looking forward to a well-deserved and restful summer
holiday.
Miss H Sales Teaching Assistant
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History
Who Do You Think You Are?
Who do you think you are? is a British genealogy documentary series that has aired
on the BBC since 2004. In each episode, a celebrity traces their family tree. Lost
connections and unfamiliar histories are revealed and stories of courage, joy,
sacrifice and resilience are discovered.
Thomas I (Year 8) inspired his history class with a
wonderful array of artefacts owned by his nan and
grandad in memory of his great-grandfather and greatgreat-grandfather. He spoke passionately about the
experiences of his ancestors and explained some of the
items his grandparents had kindly photographed for him
to share.
Amongst the photographs were a series of medals,
including the Burma Star, awarded to his greatgrandfather for his service in the Burma campaign
between 1941 and 1945.
In addition, there was an embossed brass tin with an engraving ‘Christmas 1914’
gifted to his great- great-grandfather. The tin originally contained a variety of
items such as tobacco and chocolate. It was Princess Mary’s wish to gift every
soldier a present in time for Christmas 1914. An estimated 2,620,019 soldiers were
eligible. Thomas is very proud of the sacrifices made by his family.
Libby M (Year 8) followed up Tom’s enthusiasm by asking her own family about
their lineage. She discovered that her great grandfather fought and died in the
Second World War. He received a commemoration scroll from King George VI to
recognise his sacrifice. He is remembered with honour in the Halfaya Sollum War
Cemetery in Egypt.
The students have inspired us to take this interest one step further! In September,
the history department will be working on a project called, Blythe Bridge: Who do
you think you are? Students will work alongside staff to make the past relevant to
them. If you have information you would like to share (stories, photos, artefacts
etc) please email Mrs L Burbidge (l.burbidge@bb-hs.co.uk).
Mrs L Burbidge
Curriculum Leader of History
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Library
Library Re-Opening!
The library is back up and running! Year 7 have
been making the most of the resources available
to them and have been loving what the new library
has to bring.
Our recommended reads sections have been
invested in and we are now fully stocked in all the
year groups book collections for students to get
stuck into for next year. These include four new
diverse books from upcoming authors. Our subject
areas have also had an injection of new books
including for our new GSCE subject area,
psychology
Our Book Booth has taken off with our first lot of reviews being up loaded to Frog
as we speak! Well done to Skye, Sydney and Lily for taking part.

Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing you all back next year.

Mrs H Jones
Library Assistant
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Poetry
The Lonely Willow
As the wind blows through
The leaves of the willow shake
Ripples through the bark
As below a young maidens shoulders quake
Don’t cry young maiden
The willow tree comforts thy
As we all know
We feel hope under this huge and
daunting sky
And so the maiden makes her way
The willow has succeeded once more
But, knowing as per usual
Others will come knocking on his door
A young man strolled up
Holding a child by the hand
Shouting and wagging his finger
A push and the child was on the ground
Now now said the gentle willow
Pick up that poor young child
The man did so
And promised the willow
From now his punishments would be mild
Rest easy did the willow
With a cool breeze from the moon
As he knew very surely
That more people would come soon
How wrong the willow was
Not a soul for days
All was quiet
Nothing happened anymore
His head was in a riot
Where are thy dear folk
Where have they all gone
The willow missed them dearly
For with them he belonged
Written by Lily Finney
Year 7 student

As the wind blows through
The leaves of the willow shake
Ripples through the bark
As below a young maidens shoulders
quake
Don’t cry young maiden
The willow tree comforts thy
As we all know
We feel hope under this huge and
daunting sky
And so the maiden makes her way
The willow has succeeded once more
But, knowing as per usual
Others will come knocking on his door
A young man strolled up
Holding a child by the hand
Shouting and wagging his finger
A push and the child was on the ground
Now now said the gentle willow
Pick up that poor young child
The man did so
And promised the willow
From now his punishments would be mild
Rest easy did the willow
With a cool breeze from the moon
As he knew very surely
That more people would come soon
How wrong the willow was
Not a soul for days
All was quiet
Nothing happened anymore
His head was in a riot
Where are thy dear folk
Where have they all gone
The willow missed them dearly
For with them he belonged
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Year 7 Collective Reading
This term, Year 7 students have been collectively reading Itch by Simon Mayo. The
idea was to engage every child in reading a modern novel which would interest,
intrigue, excite and develop them as young people. Students finished reading Itch
on Friday the 9th of July and it has been an incredibly successful programme.
However, don’t worry, if students are interested about what happens to Itchingham
Lofte after the end of the novel, Simon Mayo has two further novels following Itch
and his adventures element hunting:

There have been several competitions running alongside the reading of Mayo’s
novel and we look forward to announcing the winners in the last week of term!
How you can encourage and support reading at home over the summer?
Take an interest in your child’s Collective Reading Book, Itch, that they read with
their period 3 teachers in school. Ask open-ended questions (questions that require
your child to explain their ideas and views) about:
the plot:
the characters: what are their opinions on them? Can they relate to them? If not,
why not?
the issues explored: do they have any strong opinions or views on them? How are
the issues relevant to the world we live in?
their predictions for the remainder of the series:
what they have liked or disliked about the book.
Just by asking questions you are showing that you value reading and their views on
it and this acts as an encourager of it in their lives.
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Year 7 Collective Reading
Be a reading role model
‘The best reading role models are in the home: brothers, fathers, grandfathers;
mothers, sisters, grandmothers, so make sure your kids see you reading,’ says
author supporter James Patterson. ‘It doesn’t have to be books: reading the
newspaper is good too.’
Share your favourite books with your child. Talk to them about any books or apps
which you gain enjoyment from by reading. You can even challenge and develop
their reading skills by sharing your favourite books with them by reading to them.
Have a book swap party to provide greater variety for your children without the
cost. Sharing books with friends is a great way to keep your child topped up with
new reading material, and to encourage them to read texts that they might not
otherwise have discovered, so invite a few of your child’s friends round for a book
swap.
Finding appropriate and exciting books to read
Support your child in finding a book which will intrigue and interest them! Below is
a list of places you might find helpful for finding the next book that will thrill your
child.
· Blythe Bridge High School’s Recommended Reads. These are organised into year
groups and can be found on Frog on the Reading at BBHS page.
· ‘School Reading List’, organised into year groups, covering a range of genres:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/
· ‘Book finder’, organised by age and genres of interest, providing synopses, author
information and reviews: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/
bookfinder/
· If you wish to borrow books, students can borrow books from our new stock in the
library. Students can pop in during term time and borrow books. Speak to our
school librarian Mrs Jones for some support in finding the right books. Alternatively,
you can access the local library service. You can access books at Blythe Bridge
Library & Community Centre, Cheadle Community Library or Longton Library:
•
Blythe
Bridge
Library
&
Community
centre:
https://
blythecentre.wordpress.com/about/
•
Cheadle Community Library: https://www.cheadlecommunitylibrary.org.uk/
Mrs J Marsden
Core Subject Leader of English
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Geography
Fieldwork Investigations
After being very limited in terms of being able to conduct fieldwork due to the
pandemic, we have able to allow many of our GCSE students to participate in a
number of fieldtrips this summer term.
Our Year 10 geographers have undertaken two fieldwork investigations which
relates to the GCSE geography specification. Most pupils have already visited
Carding Mill Valley with one group due to attend the site shortly and all pupils have
had the opportunity to visit Stafford. These form part of human and physical
investigations.
At Carding Mill Valley, our geographers gained some real-life experience both in
terms of seeing river processes in action and in terms of working as a team to
collect data towards their first geographical enquiry. In Stafford, students got the
opportunity to investigate how housing changes through the town. Of course, the
visits are an extremely important part of the GCSE geography course and the pupils
that attended will have collected data which will hopefully allow them to achieve
outstanding results in their paper 3 at the end of Year 11. Students will have taken
away positive memories which will stay with them for the rest of their lives. Mr
Leese commented that they were the most passionate and serious geographers that
he has ever taken to Carding Mill Valley. Mrs Clarke was impressed with the
exemplary behaviour demonstrated as she took them around Stafford in the minibus.

Mr A Knight
Curriculum Leader of Geography
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Citizenship
RSE Day
This year’s RSE Day celebrated positive relationships. To participate in the event,
we held a competition asking our students to draw or paint the face of someone
they have a positive relationship with. We had lots of entries highlighting just how
many positive relationships exist in our community. It was wonderful to see the
different people the students chose to draw, ranging from siblings, friends,
grandparents, parents, aunties and uncles. Congratulations to everyone that
entered we thoroughly enjoyed looking at them all.
The winning entries are as follows:
Year 7 – Taye Hinds

Year 9 – Isla Bond

Year 8 – Carly Triner

Year 10 – Madeleine Thorley

Mrs H Willott
Curriculum Leader of Citizenship and Health, Sport and Exercise
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Business Enterprise
PwC Dragon’s Den Challenge
Two groups of Year 7 and 8 students have been
working on a different challenge in their maths lessons
in this final half term. Mr Freckleton and Mr Jackson
have been working alongside Mrs Pollitt in business to
deliver an enterprise activity to encourage students to
develop key skills such as presentation, along with
communication.
The students have worked tirelessly to come up with
solutions to problems, create a business plan and
finally produce a pitch. These are then presented to
the judges from Price Waterhouse Cooper over Teams.
The quality of the students’ work has been excellent
and they have impressed us continually along the way.

Higher Horizons Enterprise Day
On Thursday 8th July all Year 9 students participated
in an enterprise day. The day was themed by Higher
Horizons who set students the challenge of creating an
event for 13 – 16 year olds who were perhaps not
considering university as an option in the future.
The students in school worked in teams to create an event and presented to Mrs
Baines and Mrs Bawn who kindly gave up their time to watch. The students who
were at home had to work independently on the challenge.

All of Year 9 did brilliantly on the day and
demonstrated excellent employability skills. Thank
you to the Year 9 tutor team who facilitated on the
day.
Mrs L Pollitt
Curriculum Leader of Business Studies
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Swim School
The swimming facilities at Blythe Bridge & Sixth Form will remain open for lessons
and activities until Friday 6th August. Swim school lessons have been moved from
their normal afternoon time slots at the request of parents. The following timings
will apply Monday to Friday:
4.00pm lessons
4.30pm lessons
5.00pm lessons
5.30pm lessons
6.00pm lessons

transferred
transferred
transferred
transferred
transferred

to 9.00am
to 9.30am
to 10.00am
to 10.30am
to 11.00am

A number of private one to one lessons are available throughout the two weeks of
the summer break. Interested parties should contact Miss Holly Moore for further
information: h.moore@bb-hs.co.uk
Mr A Jackson
Progress Director: Transition

Health & Safety
Community Farmland
During the summer, many of you will be outside exploring the area we live in. To
support our neighbours in the rural community, we remind all students to use
designated footpaths when accessing green spaces including farmland. It is
important not to climb or damage fencing, and to close gates behind you. It is also
important not to feed livestock including horses; many animals have special diets
and what may be seen as a ‘treat’ can lead to illness and vet bills for owners.
Advice on using public rights of way

The Countryside Alliance says the key things to remember when using a public right
of way are as follows:
•

Respect social distancing

•

Don't pass through farmyards, gardens or close to people's homes

•

Avoid fields with livestock

•

Keep your dog on a lead and under control

•

Remember to take all of your litter home with you

•

Keep to the designated footpath - not sticking to them can result in damage
to fields
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Transition
Year 5 Open Week Success
Year 5 students and families were given the opportunity to visit Blythe Bridge High
School & Sixth Form during the penultimate week of term to experience our
secondary environment.
Year 5 student Sophie from Meir Heath Academy said ‘the school is very big but I’m
looking forward to being able to dance and do PE’.

Fellow William Amory student Ella commented ‘the school looks great. The
classrooms are much bigger than I expected and I’m looking forward to doing the
different subjects.’
Our open week is a great opportunity for students to view the school as a working
environment. Nothing gets the students ready for secondary education like
spending time on our school premises, meeting staff and participating in lessons.

Year 6 Intake Evening
Our annual Year 6 New Intake Evening will be held on Thursday 23rd September.
Invites will be distributed in the new academic year with families able to tour the
facilities and engage with staff and students.

Summer School
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form has been asked to run a summer school to
support Year 6 students transferring into secondary education.
The focus of the event is to give students the opportunity to grasp skills and
develop knowledge which they have missed out on over the last eighteen months.

A total of 134 Year 6 students have enrolled with participants completing daily
maths, English & science lessons with an Olympic and Paralympic theme. Students
will also participate in art, dance, PE and swimming activities every afternoon.
Participants will be presented with ‘gifts’ to support the activities on offer, with
lessons concluding with a day of puzzles and initiative activities on the final day.

Mr A Jackson
Progress Director: Transition
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Dance
SIX—The Musical
We are excited to announce that on 1st July 2021, Year 7 had the opportunity to be
a part of a performing arts day where they chose to take part in one of the
workshops on offer.
Students who took part learned choreography
or a song from the hit musical, SIX. SIX is a
relatively new British musical about the wives
of Henry VIII. The whole musical follows the
journey of each of the wives who tell their side
of the story in the ‘history mix’ of the show.
During the day we learnt about the musical and
explore costume and set designs together as a
group.
Students
separated
into
their
workshops for the rest of the day and came
together to have their performance recorded in
the afternoon. The performance was uploaded
onto Frog for you to see our achievements.

Regent Online Dance Showcase
Associated Luminosity are coming into school to video our
Dance students from Year 7 - 12 to take part in on an online
dance showcase.
We have really missed the theatre and live events this year but we feel that this is
the best option at present.
We have also been invited to perform at Dilhorne Autumn Festival, look out for
more updates in the autumn term.
We look forward to getting back into the theatre next academic year, with many
dance theatre trips and performances in place for our dance students.
Miss E Housley
Curriculum Leader of Dance
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Music
Our wonderful Muso’s have done it again! Despite not being able to join together
for an entire year and a half for our extra-curricular activities, we have been able
to put together our virtual Summer Showcase which is hopefully the last virtual
concert we will do (please keep your fingers crossed for real, live, face to face
concerts in the future! We can’t wait to be able to do this again and hope to see
you at our future events). The concert will go LIVE! on Frog on Friday 16th July.
To access it, please go to Frog > Subject Sites > Music > Concerts > Summer
Showcase 2021 – you can also still see our last virtual performances there too!

Well done to those who have recently taken music exams. These have been a
mixture of live exams and recorded exams to the music exam boards, but we are so
proud of the number of passes, merits an distinctions that are coming through. We
know some of you have postponed them due to isolations – keep practicing! We
wish you the very best of luck if you are currently completing your exams.
Year 7 had the opportunity to do a singing and dance workshop day SIX: The
Musical. This was such a lovely day. The singers that participated were amazing – I
was blown away with the power and volume 16 Year 7’s could make! They have all
been invited to choir in September and I hope they can all make it!
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Music
We are also, as always, looking for unused or unwanted instruments - if anyone has
any instruments that are no longer being used at home and would like to donate
them to our music department, we would love to hear from you! We have
previously been donated three wonderful pianos, four guitars with some guitar
accessories, a drum kit and an electric organ that are available for students to use.
Thank you for these wonderful donations.
In September we are hoping to start extra-curricular groups up again. Keep
checking FROG and the school social media pages for information on this in
September.
Thank you for the continued support this academic year. Have a wonderful
Summer break!
Miss H Balewski
Curriculum Leader of Music

Fundraising
Bag2School Campaign
Thank you to everyone who sent their
unwanted clothing, belts, shoes and bags
into school at the beginning of July.
The company Bag2School collected and
weighed our donations on Friday 2nd July
- we accumulated an amazing 350kg,
which means that we have been given a
cheque for £105. This will be presented
to the Year 7 charity, the UHNM Charity,
as soon as we receive it. Amazing work!
Mrs L Pheasey
Assistant Head of Year 7
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MFL
Year 11 Mock Speaking Exam
Our current Year 10 will be completing a mock speaking in the week commencing
27th September 2021. This will consist of a role-play, a photo card, and a general
conversation. Students will each be given an individual date and time in September
and they must ensure they remember to attend their exam on time. The exam will
last 5-7 minutes at foundation tier and 7-9 minutes at higher tier. Please keep this
in mind when we return to school after the summer holidays.

14th July in France - Bastille Day
Bastille Day is the most important festival in the French calendar. It commemorates
the day that Parisian commoners and peasants stormed the fort and prison of the
Bastille. This provoked events that would end the monarchy and usher in the age of
liberty, fraternity and equality. It signalled the beginning of the French Revolution
and is often referred to as the French Independence Day. Celebrations are held all
over France and it is a national holiday. There are large scale public events such as
a military parade and fireworks displays and more locally the French celebrate with
dances, parties and communal meals.
Mr L McConvey
Teacher of Modern Foreign languages

32

MFL
Vocabulary Builder
The following words from the topic of school regularly come up in the GCSE exam.
Make sure you learn them.

El Labrinto del Fauno – Pan’s Labyrinth

In Sixth Form we have been studying Pan’s Labyrinth, a film from 2006 by Mexican
filmmaker Guillermo Del Toro, set in the post-civil war Spain of the 1940s. It
follows the story of a young girl called Ofelia who moves into her stepfather’s
house with her pregnant mother. As an officer in the Spanish army, her stepfather
is searching for rebels hiding in the mountains and we find out that he is a nasty
and cruel man. Ofelia meets a faun (a type of mythical creature) who tells her that
she is the princess of The Underworld and that, to attain immortality, she must
complete a set of tasks. During her quest, she meets an array of strange and
magical creatures, and the story follows her escape from her own harsh reality.
In lessons, students discuss the historical and social context of the film and analyse
the different characters, themes and techniques that make the film so powerful.
Students will then write an essay on the film in their A-level examinations at the
end of Year 13.
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Sixth Form
We said goodbye to our Year 13 students in May with a week of activities at school.
Students were working hard right up to the last day creating evidence to be used
for their assessed grades but around lessons they played bingo, fussball, undertook
challenges against each other and the week finished with rounders.
We are very proud of this year group who have worked hard in very trying
circumstances and we wish them the best in everything they do in the future.

Extended Project Qualifications
Congratulations to our Seven Year 13 students who have completed their Extended
Project Qualification this year with the following titles:
How Can Be Alzheimer’s Disease Be Treated?
How Has Technology Changed The Music Industry In The 21st Century?
How Relevant Is The Fairy-tale In a Modern Society?
How did American society influence female fashion and body image in the decades
1940-60?
Are self-sabotaging behaviours always a conscious choice?
Was there an influence from society on the female companion of doctor who 19631979?
How does climate change affect coral reefs?
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form
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Sixth Form
Year 13 Leaver’s Assembly
Year 13 students were invited back into school for a
very funny leavers assembly just after the May half
term. Photos of them throughout their school life
were shown which caused much hilarity and special
memories were shared. Parents had the opportunity
to write letters to their sons and daughters about
how proud they were of their hard work and resilience. Head students Dani CG and Dan F made
speeches to the year group wishing them well in
their future ventures.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Staffordshire Business School Competition
Two of our Year 12 students who won a competition run by Staffordshire University
earlier this year in business were rewarded with scholarships offers at the
university. Matt P and Rhys C were presented with scholarships and certificates by
Angela Lawrence, Associate Dean of Staffordshire Business School. Many
congratulations to both boys.

Mrs L Pollitt
Curriculum Leader of Business Studies
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Summer Water Safety

As we approach the end of the summer term, it is important to us to make sure
that all of our students have an enjoyable, but most of all safe summer holiday.
Every year around 400 people drown. On average that’s one person every 20hrs,
and drowning significantly increases during the summer holiday period, with
teenaged and young adult males being most at risk. To help our students to make
good decisions about their own safety in the holidays we would like to share these
important water safety tips with you to help you and your family to stay safe this
summer: have a very fun, and very safe summer holiday.

Tips for a safe summer when near to water:
Swimming at Holiday Resorts with Swimming Pools
Look for lifeguards everywhere you go safety standards vary around the world,
holiday resort pools and beaches often don’t have lifeguards, or lifeguards trained
to UK standards. If possible only swim where there are lifeguards. Keep children
under constant supervision, it only takes a few seconds to drown, and the
lifeguards have a lot more people to supervise than you do.
Lakes, Quarries, Rivers and Reservoirs
These water sites claim many lives during the summer months, largely due to the
water temperatures remaining very cold once you are slightly away from the edge.
Never swim at these locations unless it is part of a regulated outdoor activity.
Follow the Water Safety Code
Whenever you are around water:
•

Stop and think - look for the dangers, always read the signs.

•

Stay together - Never swim alone. Always go with friends or family.

Mrs W Keeble
Director of Business
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