Autumn Term 2021

Turn to page 2 to read more about our support of the amazing
#HelloYellow Young Minds charity.
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Headteacher’s Welcome
After the last 18 months, we all hoped that school would feel a little bit more
normal this term. Although we have had a number of members of our school
community who have been unwell and unable to attend school, the removal of
many restrictions, such as year group bubbles, has enabled so many of our
enrichment activities to fully relaunch.
Students and staff within HSE, dance, drama and music,
have probably been hardest hit with live performance or
competitive fixtures unable to take place. However, walking
around school at the end of school day, we get to see just
why these clubs and groups are so important. It is even
better when the students have a taste of success and we
were all thrilled that our Year 7 5-a-side team won the ESFA
five a-side city competition.
There are details about this, and the productions and concerts planned, in this
edition of the newsletter. Remember we have private dance classes and
peripatetic music lessons on offer if students of any ability want to try something
new or develop a talent.
Mrs R Johnson

Headteacher

#HelloYellow
#HelloYellow Day
On Friday 8th October, to raise money for Young Minds as
part of school’s #HelloYellow day, there was a games
session during the school lunch times.
Students had the chance to play games with their friends
whilst raising money for this important charity. The total
amount raised so far is £256, and donations are still possible
on ParentPay.
Thank you so much for all your support and donations for this fabulous charity.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form
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Health, Sport & Exercise
New Staff Addition
We would like to make a warm welcome to Miss Ketteringham, who has joined the
Health, Sport and Exercise Department as a trainee PE teaching assistant. Miss
Ketteringham has always been very passionate about sport.
From a young age she has participated in a wide range of sports including netball,
gymnastics and swimming. Miss Ketteringham is really looking forward to helping
our students develop their skills and she cannot wait to develop her own knowledge
and skills during the completion of her apprenticeship.
Miss Ketteringham has already made a fantastic start, making a great impression on
the students she has already been able to work with. We wish her all the best for
the rest of the academic year.

Excel Academy 5-a-Side Football
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form played in the City Year 7 5-a-side
tournament at Excel Academy on Wednesday 13th of October.
Despite a number of players being unavailable, we still took a strong team to the
tournament and won their group, winning seven out of their eight fixtures.
Kamron Williams and Zac Frost were very solid at the back throughout and on the
limited occasions that Oscar Mell was troubled he was up to the task.
Up front Ryley Dingle, Jayden Jones, James Winfield and Luca Lanza worked
tirelessly, which meant that Blythe spent the majority of the group stage attacking
and found goals very easy to come by.
In the semi-final we were by far the better team
but struggled to get past the opposition keeper.
It took extra-time and a golden goal from Zac
Frost to book their place in the final.
The students were a credit to the school with
other members of staff commenting on their
excellent sportsmanship. Well done, boys!
Mr C Flint
Deputy Curriculum Leader of Health, Sport &
Exercise
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Drama
Drama Theatre Trip
On September 29th all GCSE and BTEC drama students went to The Regent Theatre
to watch The Woman in Black.
Originally a novel by Susan Hill, this was
adapted into a play by Stephen Mallatratt
in the 1980s and has been running ever
since. A good old fashioned ghost story
with proper jump scares, the play shows
great character acting with a cast of only
two showing many different characters
throughout the story.
The students and staff really enjoyed
themselves, even if some did jump out of
their seats at certain moments.

‘Two’ By Jim Cartwright
The KS4/5 play this year is 'Two' by Jim
Cartwright. The play is set over one night
in a public house owned by the landlord
and landlady who interact with different
people from all walks of life. Rehearsals
have just started and we look forward to
performing in the Spring.
Pictured are Year 11s Olivia Cooper and
Leo Palmer who are playing the landlady
and landlord.
Mrs K Baines
Curriculum Leader of Drama
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Drama
KS3 ‘Oliver’ School Play
Auditions for the KS3 school play of Oliver took a long longer than expected due to
many of the cast falling ill during this first half-term. Eventually though, Mrs Baines
did see everyone who was interested in being involved and even had to have some
callbacks to make the final difficult decisions.
The main cast:
Taio in Year 7 (playing the role of Oliver), Georgina in Year 8 (playing the role of
Artful Dodger), Will in Year 9 (playing the role of Fagin), Lily in Year 8 (playing the
role of Bill Sykes), Scarlett in Year 8 (playing the role of Nancy) and Lana in Year 7
(playing the roles of Mrs Mann and Charlotte).
Students are reminded to keep an eye out on their email as they will be emailed
every week if they are needed for the next rehearsal.

Mrs K Baines
Curriculum Leader of Drama
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Year 7 Art Showcase
Our Year 7 students have made an excellent start in art this year. We
have been looking at the formal elements in art and exploring the
meaning behind each element.

Mrs L Shenton
Teacher of Art & Design
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Year 10 GCSE Fine Art
Year 10 GCSE Submissions

Mrs L Shenton
Teacher of Art & Design
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English
Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman
As part of the Pearson Lit in Colour Pioneers Programme, Penguin have donated
copies of a new text to be studied for GCSE English literature: Boys Don't Cry by
Malorie Blackman.
In Boys Don't Cry, bestselling author Malorie Blackman explores the unchartered
territory of teenage fatherhood after a girl turns up on your doorstep announcing
you are the father of her baby. She leaves the baby with you so she can nip to the
shops. You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your A level results.
University, a career as a journalist - a glittering future lies ahead. But then she
doesn't come back - and your future suddenly looks very different.
Some students in both Year 11 and Year 10 will get the opportunity to read this
novel over the coming months. We are excited to work with Pearson Edexcel to
encourage our students to read fiction from a wide range of narrative voices,
perspectives and backgrounds, and to offer a new and exciting novel on our GCSE
English literature course.

Miss J Marsden

8 Core Subject Leader of English

English
Year 7 Skills Academy
Selected Year 7 students will be taking part in the National Literacy Trust's Skills
Academy over the coming term. Throughout this 10-week programme, students will
complete comprehension challenges to unlock exclusive films and tutorials about
amazing freestyle football or beatbox and breakdance skills.
Students will practise their new skills, ready to amaze their friends in the next
lesson. By the end of the course, students will have learnt 5 key comprehension
skills and 10 new freestyle football or beatbox and breakdance skills.
Exclusive tutorials come from two of the world's leading freestyle footballers,
Aguska Mnich and Jamie Knight. Internationally acclaimed beatboxers Sons of
Pitches as well as Kimmy Beatbox show how to develop amazing sounds and
renowned breakdancers Lil’ Tim and Sun Sun reveal how to build impressive
breakdance routines. Students will be engaged, will build up confidence and will
feel inspired to learn more and more each week! We look forward to sharing their
successes soon!

Miss J Marsden
Core Subject Leader of English
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Year 7
Year 7 have had an amazing start to the academic
year. They have had the opportunity to learn about
our school ethos and they have started to implement
it into their everyday life.

Several students have received star of the week
certificates this half term and form tutors have had
a difficult job selecting just two students each
week. Mr Jackson and I have also nominated
students for demonstrating kindness and generosity
to the lunchtime staff and it has been a pleasure
celebrating each week during assembly.

Beau Norton
Jessica Crutchley
Zachary Frost
Dexter Harper
Karina Hargreaves
Zac Knight
Holly Turner
Paige Beardmore
Sydney Taylor
Joseph Cope
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As we approach the end of the half term, we are looking to appoint two Year 7
student ambassadors. Students have had the opportunity to apply via an assignment
on the VLE and I look forward to reading/watching their applications before
opening up a year group vote.
We are also finishing the year with the harvest. I look forward to seeing how kind
and generous students are in their final assembly of the half term when we collect
the non-perishable food. This will be delivered to the Trussell Trust food bank.

Stars of the Term

Miss K Fargher
Head of Year 7
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Year 8
Elijah Collier
Paul Dowling
Millie Brindley
Emma Grant
Beatrice Cooke
Will Harris
As a Year group, they have continued to access and Lily Finney
enjoy numerous extra-curricular activities and I Charlotte Sharpe
know we have many brilliant football and netball Noah Turner
players across the year group.
Tamsin Critchlow
The Year 8 cohort have made an excellent start to
the Autumn Term. They have achieved a wealth of
achievement points and their behaviour for learning
averages are evidence of how hard they are working
across the curriculum.
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As Head of Year 8, one of my priorities is to ensure
we continue to make the excellent contribution to our wider school and local
community that was started last year in Year 7. As Assistant Head of Year 8, Mrs
Pheasey has launched a community hub where students can meet each week to
discuss different ways we can help our local community and further promote the
school values of pride, respect and kindness.
I am very proud of the way Year 8 students demonstrate our core values and they
remain an incredibly kind group of students. They have already begun working on
the ‘Hug in a Bag’ project where students use £1 to either create a support bag for
Royal Stoke Hospital or to raise even move money for the charity.
They have also made a great start to their weekly citizenship lessons and will be
moving on to looking at money and finances after half term. To build on this, Year
8 students will be taking part in an exciting enterprise day where they will learn all
about the world of work. I know students will thoroughly enjoy this opportunity and
benefit from applying their knowledge and skills in a different way.
Keep up the hard work, Year 8!
Mrs E Avons
Head of Year 8
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Year 9
Saffron Matthews
Micah Heath
Isabella Morrell
Ellie Hughes
Leona Walton
Lola Frost
Year 9 have returned with a renewed enthusiasm Kian Bell
and vigour for school life. There are smiles and
Florrie Murdoch
laughter every morning, even when it is raining Poppy Spencer
heavily, and it is a pleasure to be around.
Benjy Blumstein
I was genuinely excited about the prospect of
returning to school in September. The thought of
normality and the chance for all students entering
Year 9, to begin a fresh school year with no
disruption to their learning and development.
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We managed to fulfil the rearranged date for the
Standon Bowers reward trip in early September, and it was a resounding success.
Fifty of our students completed a day of challenges including climbing,
orienteering, bouldering and fire lighting. It was great to get the chance to spend
some time with Year 9 students outside of the learning environment and I believe
they all enjoyed the day off school.
Feedback from teaching staff, on how Year 9 students have started the academic
year, has been very positive and encouraging. I am lucky to have a large number of
excellent academic students, who it seems are preparing themselves for entering
Key Stage 4 next year.
The last seven weeks has flown by and we now begin the tougher part of the term
where the clocks go back, the rain comes in and every morning seems like a
struggle to get out of bed. I implore all Year 9 students to grit their teeth and crack
on! You have been amazing so far and I could not be prouder of your achievements
to date. Do not let that hard work go to waste and let’s enjoy this run up to the
winter holidays in a positive mindset.
Have a lovely half term break and I look forward to seeing you all very soon.
Mr J Gibbons
Head of Year 9
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Year 10
So far this academic year, our students in Year 10
have received two revision newsletters: one that
focuses on note-taking; another on improving
vocabulary. The monthly newsletters which provide
students with the skills and knowledge to apply in
their lessons and homework tasks. It is extremely
important that all students utilise this support: as
they develop their study-skills, in anticipation of
their GCSE and/or BTEC assessments next academic
year.

Eli Xu
Katie Burn
Ryan Elmore
Alex White
Zack Dean
Annabell Ainsworth
Scarlett Burgess
Dannie Saxby
Lucy Hart
Corey Owen
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In addition, at the end of October, students are going to be fundraising for our
charity that students chose last year: The Gingerbread Centre. Students are
bringing in baked/bought cakes and sweet-treats that other students and staff will
donate money to eat. The whole of the Year 10 pastoral team are extremely
excited to see how much we can raise in support of a fantastic charity.

Mr O Aston
Assistant
Head of Year 10
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Year 11
It is an absolute honour and privilege to be working
with Year 11 for the fifth year, in such an important
time of their education. Despite the many obstacles
which our youngsters have had to face, they have
risen to every single challenge, and I have no doubt
that through resilience and determination, this will
continue. I have been extremely proud of the mature
way that Year 11 have returned to school and with
this determined approach, they are paving their way
to a bright, successful and exciting future.

Heather Anthony
Daniel Brown
Cadence Knight
Chase Holmes
Codie Palethorpe
Megan Wall
Ellie Royals
Kian Davenport
Ronan Connor
Jack Horleston
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Now is the time for Year 11 to start seriously considering their future, and
identifying where they wish to be in 12 months’ time in their post 16 education.
Please be rest assured that staff at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form will do
all that they can to educate our students on the many options available to them,
with a large focus on aspirations and careers.
The week beginning 18th October will see a focus on the next stages of student’s
education and we have many exciting things planned! We are also delighted to
welcome you all to our Sixth Form open evening that will be taking place on
Thursday 21st October. This is a fantastic opportunity for students and parents/
carers to identify what courses we can offer to our students whilst having a greater
understanding of what each course entails.
I look forward to working with you all again throughout this academic year. Please
do not hesitate in getting in touch with form tutors and I if you have any concerns
or queries.

Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 11
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Careers & Work Experience
Careers
Careers appointments are well underway, Clare Atkinson
our independent careers advisor from Entrust has been
holding careers appointments with our Year 11 students.
Please remember that all students in Year 11 are entitled
to a career appointment, all they need to do is complete
the survey that has been sent to them from Entrust. If
you have any issues please email Miss Housley at
e.housley@bb-hs.co.uk who will email you the link.

Work Experience
We are thrilled to announce our new work experience programme, which will be
running for the first time this year. Due to Covid-19, we have missed the great
opportunities and skills that work experience gives our students.
Work experience will be launched with Year 10 after October half term, so please
ensure you support your child in ensuring a high-quality work experience
placement.
The Year 12 health and social care students are already on placements. They have
done an amazing job of securing their own placements alongside Miss Margaritelli.
The Year 12 students now have a secured enrichment period on their timetables,
where students are actively encouraged to find their own work experience
placements to enhance and support their academic studies.
I am pleased to announce that the A level dance students have already secured a
place delivering dance sessions at The William Amory
Primary School. Emily Pedlar and Abbie Johnson visited
The William Amory Primary School and independently set
up their own placement.
Any queries reading work experience please email Miss
Housley directly at e.housley@bb-hs.co.uk
Miss E Housley
Curriculum Leader of Dance & Work Related Learning
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‘In the Hotseat’
Year 10 students ‘In The Hotseat’ with our Headteacher, Mrs R Johnson
Alexander Bradley
Shared with Mrs Johnson updates on his number of dance and performance
auditions outside of school and aspirations for a career in these fields.
Callum Shelley
Shared with Mrs Johnson his farming commitments, caring for young lambs and
designing & making benches at home.
Izabelle Holland, Jude Turner-Farmer & Dom Weatherer
All helped to run the history department on open evening and getting prospective
parents and students to partake in a ‘WW2 Rations Game’, ‘Guess the historical
[insta]gram’ and Jude demoed the impact of nuclear weapons using digital
reconstruction technology.
Riley Martin
Shared with Mrs Johnson how he constructed a go kart at home

Students previously ‘In the Hotseat’ with Mr Leese and Mrs Kadri
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‘In the Hotseat’
Year 11 students ‘In the Hotseat’ with our Headteacher, Mrs R Johnson
11AK Yasmine Lee - Has started the year in fine form with the highest number of
achievement points in the form group. The epitome of our vales of pride, respect
and kindness.
11KF Codie Palethorpe - has being displaying our school value of pride recently, as
he has supported an afterschool club in PE. This is a fantastic contribution to school
life as his enthusiasm for the sport influences some of our younger students.
11NC- Thomas Evans - consistently wear uniform with pride and is always well
equipped for the day.
11KMP- Jack Swarbrooke for consistently producing very good behaviour scores in
all lessons, always trying his best and for always having a positive attitude towards
his studies
11KC (could not only choose one as they are so awesome!)
Heather Anthony - for continuously aiming high thus achieving the highest
achievements points in form.
Daniel Brown - for his impeccable uniform, empathy and willingness to help.
Carmen Lancaster- for being friendly, considerate and always striving to be the
best she can be.
11LM Jake Holden - for accruing a massive amount of achievement points recently
and being an excellent role model in form time and around school.
11GM Jack Dawson - for continuously following all instructions, showing the
utmost respect and courtesy and taking great pride in his uniform.
Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 11
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Introducing The Prefect Team
Cadence Knight
Hi, my name is Cadence and I have been appointed as a senior
prefect to promote one of our core school values - pride. Pride is
important to me because I think that it is important to be proud
of everything you achieve and do and to talk about it.

Max Povey
My name is Max and I am one of the senior prefects who will be
looking to promote our core value of pride throughout the school
community. I am mostly looking forward to working with the
younger years whilst working closely with the PE department.

Daniel Brown
My name is Daniel, and my role is that of senior prefect to
encourage respect. Respect is important as it serves as a
foundational structure upon which a healthy learning
environment can develop and be maintained. In this role, I am
most looking forward to working as part of a team to do some
good around school, which as well as being personally rewarding,
also helps learning to prosper.

Abigail Hollins
My name is Abigail and I have been appointed as a senior prefect
to promote our core value of respect. Respect is important
because it creates a relaxed and enjoyable learning environment.
What respect means to me is accepting somebody for who they
are - this builds feelings of trust, safety and well-being which are
all essential to be motivated, be engaged and perform at your
very best.
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Introducing The Prefect Team
Sophie Beech
My name is Sophie and I have been appointed in the role of Head
Girl. I am so honoured to be Head Girl as it is a huge
opportunity. I look forward to be working with other students
and the prefect team here at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth
Form. I wish to focus on planning events with the school and
fundraising. I am willing to put in the time and dedication
towards continuing to create a positive school environment.

Dylan Morris
Hello my name is Dylan and I am Head Boy here at Blythe Bridge
High School & Sixth Form. I believe that I convey the values of
pride, respect and kindness throughout the school very well,
helping out anyone that may need it. I look forward to working
with parents and younger years to hear their ideas and to
continue to provide a positive learning experience.

Maddison Johnson
My name is Maddison and I have been appointed as Deputy Head
Girl. I think I embody all of the core values of pride, respect and
kindness because I am a caring and mature individual. I am
proud to represent the school in sports such as netball and rugby
and conduct myself in school with confidence and politeness,
always making sure my work is to the best standard. I am looking
forward to meeting those in the years below and taking into
consideration their ideas on how to better our school community
and also emphasising the importance of getting the most out of
their time at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form.
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Introducing The Prefect Team
Grace Dean
My name is Grace and I have been appointed as a senior prefect
to promote our core value of kindness. Kindness is important to
me because it encourages a positive attitude and helps people
feel good about themselves. I also think that pride and respect
are also very important to give students a sense of ownership. I
am looking forward to helping the younger students with their
years at high school.

Grace Reynolds
My name is Grace, I have been appointed as a senior prefect to
promote our core value of kindness. Kindness is most important
to me because it's something that doesn't need to cost anything
but can make someone feel a lot better about their day or about
themselves. In the future of this role, I would like to bring more
kindness to our school, whether that being within our school or
outside of school. I would do this by getting the whole school into
fun charity events, which would bring money to the local
community and get the school to show more of the other values
pride and respect, which our other senior prefects would be
working on.

James McFarlane
My name is James and I have been appointed as deputy head boy
to continue the school ethos of pride, respect and kindness. These
qualities are important to me as they are a necessity to help other
pupils feel safe and valued in school.

Mrs L Cartlidge
Head of Year 11
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PiXL
PiXL Build Up Course
During the last academic year, a small cohort of current
Year 11 students participated in the PiXL Build up course.
This was a fantastic opportunity to enable students to
build resilience, increase motivation and raise aspirations
whilst developing revision skills and techniques. Alongside
the course, students also enrolled in the “Maths Whizz
Program”, which enabled students to work on key skills
and subject specific knowledge in maths. Students
excelled and managed to achieve a top three position in
the country for progress made, an excellent achievement
all round!

Tittesworth Reservoir
On Thursday 23rd September, our Year 11 PiXL class attended an outward bounds
course at the Tittesworth Reservoir Water Sports Centre. The purpose of this day
was to focus on attributes such as team building, problem solving and of course to
have fun!
The itinerary for the day included team problem solving sessions, axe throwing,
archery and the main even which was, “Mega Stand-up Paddle boarding,” on the
reservoir itself.
The morning session of axe throwing was a
firm favourite amongst the students with
several of them excelling at this
competitive event. A special mention has
to go to Jenson Hackney demonstrated
natural ability resulting in a very high
score during the target challenge.
The students changed into wet suits and
safety helmets during the afternoon
session of Mega Stand-up Paddle-Boarding.
They split into two groups taking two of
the extremely large paddle boards onto
the water. The two teams worked well
together and before you know it they
paddled to the far side of the reservoir under the supervision of an instructor
commanding the centre’s motor boat. Several (if not all) of the students slipped
into the reservoir at some point only to be pulled safely back onto the board by
their team members. Fun was had by all. At the end of the session all of the
students involved had to be rinsed off using a hose pipe, ready for the return
journey to school.
Mrs L Cartlidge & Mr M James
Head of Year 11 & Key Stage 4 Student Support Manager
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IT Support
New Staff Addition
We would like to welcome Mr Tooby to the IT support department at Blythe Bridge
High School & Sixth Form, where he is taking on the role of Apprentice IT
Technician. He has a passion for IT and is already making a positive impact within
the IT department and the overall school environment.
Having previous worked with IT systems in the retail sector, he has a great
understanding of the importance of providing quality user support. Mr Tooby has a
friendly nature and is highly approachable, if you see him around school and have
an IT enquiry, please let him know, he is happy to offer his support.
The Autumn term is a particularly busy time for the IT department and we are
grateful to have Mr Tooby onboard.
Mr P Foulkes
Senior Network Technician

Autumn Term Updates
Since the beginning of term, we have been busy
upgrading the IT infrastructure around our
school, from upgrading existing and installing
new hardware, to getting the recording studio
back online.
We know how fast technological advancements
can be, and over the last two school years, the
use of learning technology by school users has
greatly increased. The uptake in the use of
Frog, our virtual learning environment, and our
other digital learning platform, Microsoft Teams, has been highly encouraging.
We are constantly looking for ways to improve our use of learning technology and
maximize our resources. If you have any feedback or would like to submit an IT
support request, please email ITSupport@bb-hs.co.uk
Mr C Tooby
Apprentice IT Technician
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Skills Development
Our Range of Activities
At Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form we are keen to
provide our students with the opportunity to develop their
skills through a range of activities.
Recently some of our Year 7 and 8 students have taken
part in one to one dance lessons. The students have really
enjoyed these lessons so far and the students are now
keen to develop their skills even further by participating in
dance productions in school later this year.
We are fortunate to have the opportunity to work with Stoke City Football Club in
their Inspires Programme. This programme is aimed at Year 7 students and this
gives the students the opportunity to develop their confidence, self-esteem,
resilience and leadership qualities. The students will work with the Stoke City staff
once a week and will have the opportunity to be involved with local community
projects throughout the year. The students will also have the opportunity to
develop their knowledge of different career pathways, as they will visit the
stadium later in the year to examine the daily workings and the career
opportunities available.

Miss T Matthias
Pupil Premium Mentor
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Computer Science
Black History Month Research
All students in Year 7 to 13 are spending part of their lessons during Black History
Month discovering some of the work and achievements of entrepreneurs and
computer scientists with black heritage, including Evelyn Boyd Granville who
worked for IBM and NASA and Angela Benton who founded NewME.

Mr G Broomhall
Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science
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Computational Thinking Challenge
In November during computer science lessons, students in all year groups will be
taking part in this year's Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge. The competitors
are set a range of logic puzzles and they have 40 minutes to work their way through
them.
Logic and computational thinking skills are at the heart of programming,
Information Technology and Computer Science. Being able to decompose and
abstract information is a fundamental skill which many students have without
realising it.
Students who come in the top 10% of entries for their age group will be invited to
take part in the Oxford University Computing Challenge next February.

Mr G Broomhall
Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science
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Politics
Government & Politics A Level
This September we began running an A Level in Government & Politics for the first
time with 6 students in Year 12.
Mr Biggs & Mrs Avons have been delighted with the progress students have made in
what is an incredibly challenging and rigorous course. The students are currently
debating the levels of participation in our parliamentary democracy, and
investigating the history of the UK political parties. It has been a pleasure to see
their confidence and enthusiasm continue to grow!
Well done to all our students this term - Max Bell, Max Gibson, Charlie Mason, Emily
Pedlar, Josh Talbot & Sedona Deaville.
We’ve also completed a number of virtual workshops with the UK Parliament.

Year 12 Virtual workshop with Lord Knight of Weymouth – 1.10.21:
On Friday the Year 12 Government and Politics students had the unique opportunity
of having a virtual workshop meeting with a member of the House of Lords, Lord
Knight of Weymouth.
The students really enjoyed the opportunity to discuss Lord Knight’s peerage and to
have a 40 minute Q&A session. Students asked questions about:
•

His proudest achievements as a peer.

•

State funding for political parties.

•

Levels of participation in UK politics.

•

Chinese treatment of Uighurs in Xinjiang.

•

Use of capital punishment.

•

Reasons for recent Labour election defeats.

One of the highlights was Max querying what Lord Knight felt about the contrasting
Labour leaderships of Jeremy Corbyn and Sir Keir Starmer. Other highlights were
Josh asking a possible living wage increase, and Lord Knight sharing his experiences
of meeting US citizens on death row, and helping with ‘Jack’s Law’.
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Politics
It was terrific to see our students gain so much, and they have since put together a
list of follow up questions to email to Lord Knight.
Well done to Max Bell, Sedona Deaville, Josh Talbot and Max Gibson for asking such
engaging questions!

Houses of Parliament Workshops
On Thursday 7th October the Year 12 Government and Politics students completed
two remote workshops via Microsoft Teams with the UK Parliament Outreach team.
Our first session was on Laws and Debating, and despite some technical issues
explored the process of how laws are created and passed through the House of
Commons and House of Lords.
The students had the opportunity to discuss a range of possible bills and act out the
process of they would be signed into law. The students looked at debated the
voting age, legalising marijuana, scrapping tuition fees and banning exams at
school. Following this acted out the debates that could be faced in public
consultation and in the House of Lords. Max even asked how he could go about
becoming an MP!
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Politics
In the second session the students looked at the role and history of the UK
Parliament, and they all engaged brilliantly by partaking in discussions, debates
and showing off their recently learned knowledge from their lessons.
Well done to Max Gibson, Max Bell, Sedona Deaville, Charlie Mason and Emily
Pedlar!

Mr J Biggs
Teacher of History
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Careers
Webinars
Students across all year groups have had the opportunity to engage in three
webinars this half term focusing on careers in the RAF, working with animals and,
animation and gaming.

Assemblies
All year groups have received a careers assembly this half term focusing on the
career skills signposts displayed in all classrooms, how the labour market
information can support their decision making and how they can get the best out of
the current academic year in looking at future pathways.

Mr M Goodwin
Assistant Headteacher
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Geography
Geography Reading and Media Club
Next half-term, Geography students will have the opportunity to join our geography
reading and media club. Club meetings will take place every Tuesday after school.
Here, students will have the opportunity to read and discuss books like Tim
Marshall’s ‘Prisoner’s of Geography.’ Students will also be engaging with relevant
contemporary documentaries that link to issues like Climate Change and
Sustainable Resource Management.

Film Club
Every Tuesday after school all year groups can attend our
geography film club. Here students will watch a series of
films that link to the subject and will have the opportunity to
discuss how these relate to reality.

A-level Fieldwork
On Tuesday 19th October, Year 13 students visited Betws-y-Coed in North Wales for
four days. The residential visit assisted them in collecting data for their NEAs. This
year, students will be investigating a series of issues from globalisation and how it
has affected the settlements of Betws-y-Coed and Llandudno, to beach
management strategies in Criccieth, to flooding in Llanrwst and the River Conwy.
Keep your eye out on our social media for updates.
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Geography
Year 11 Fieldwork
Our Year 11 group (11C1) who were unable to
participate in fieldwork in the summer
attended a visit to Carding Mill Valley this half
term. Their commitment was exceptional.
Despite a very windy valley, many students
overcame personal challenges and managed to
collect a range of primary data to help them
with their fieldwork enquiries.

Staffs/Shelton Visit
Over the next half term, our Sixth Form geographers are also due to visit
Staffordshire University to attend a “Geography at University” seminar, as well as
visiting Shelton to help consolidate their fieldwork skills and knowledge of the
Changing Places topic.

Black History Month
To help celebrate Black History Month, our geographers
have been investigating important black geographers
and their contributions to the field.
James Chuma (c.1850-1882)
James Chuma was a geographer who spent half of his
32 years on five expeditions. He was freed from
slavery by David Livingstone. Chuma was held in high
esteem by all British explorers he worked with and was
known for his reliability, resourcefulness and
commitment.
In 1881 he was presented with a silver medal by the
Royal Geographical Society and a sword, in recognition
of his contributions.
Chuma worked for the Universities Mission to Central Africa in Zanzibar. In 1879-80
he joined Joseph Thomson and Keith Johnston on the Royal Geographical Society
expedition to the Central Lakes.
Mr A Knight
Curriculum Leader of Geography
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Transition
New Intake Evening
Our annual New Intake Evening was held on Thursday 23rd September with well
over 460 families taking the opportunity to tour our school, meet students and staff
and discuss the transition process. Year 6 parent Mrs Hodgkinson, whose daughter
attends Meir Heath Academy commented ‘the evening was well planned with
reduced number on each tour allowing the children to spend more time in each
department’. Year 6 student Isabelle from William Amory Primary School said ‘I
really enjoyed the dancing and art departments. The singers who opened the main
performance were fantastic’
We decided to offer a face to face event with a strict risk assessment in place.
Staff felt comfortable inviting families into their teaching areas and the event was
extremely well attended.
Families are reminded to complete the online application by Sunday 31st October
2021. Information will then be processed by both Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
education authorities, parents will be informed of the decision on Tuesday 1st
March.
Discussions have already started with Primary Heads to ensure Year 6 students have
the opportunity to spend additional days at our school in the summer term.

Summer School Success
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form hosted its first Summer School for Year 6
students in July and August. The initiative was funded through the Department for
Education with a specific focus on ‘narrowing gaps’ and creating opportunities students have missed due to Covid-19. 137 students attended our summer school,
completing activities in maths, English and science every day, alongside swimming,
art, dance and PE.
Former Springcroft Primary school student Jessica commented ‘I really enjoyed the
science activities. It was great doing all the practical work’. Fellow Year 7 student
Jacob said ‘The week was ace! Having the whole school to ourselves was great. I
really enjoyed science, swimming and PE.’ Year 7 student Sophie said, ‘I was nervous at the start but made lots of new friends. I really enjoyed the maths, English
and science’
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Transition
The Summer School 2021 was a great opportunity for all participants. The theme
for the two weeks was The Olympics and Paralympics with all lessons planned to
encompass a practical element. Evidence indicates that our event has reduced the
anxiety of starting high school, given students the opportunity to develop skills not
experienced in Year 6 and fostered the students’ enjoyment of reading.

Mr A Jackson
Progress Director for Transition

Newsletter Team
During the next half term, I will be setting up a team of students to work on our
school newsletter with Mrs Keeble. Some of these students will be from the Year 10
BTEC creative media production qualification, but I would like to open this
opportunity to other students too in any year group.
We will be looking for students to work on multiple areas of the newsletter from
being the editor and copywriter or picture editor.
There will also be opportunities for students to
put forward their own stories and articles. If
you think you would like to take part in the
newsletter production email me at k.salt@bbhs.co.uk expressing your interest and what you
think you could contribute.
Mr K Salt
Teacher of IT and Computer Science
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ECO-Garden
Eco-Garden
A new academic year and new comers
across all year groups are joining us in
the eco-garden, tidying things up for the
winter and making plans for future
projects. Their ideas are a breath of
fresh air and many are even coming to
help two after-schools per week. We are
certainly very grateful for all the help
we can get.
Our recent open evening was a great
success and showcased all the hard
work they had put into it. It was
wonderful to see the confidence our
budding gardeners had when talking to
prospective parents and students about
the purpose of our eco-garden and all
the benefits they were getting from it.

They were also very proud to talk about our
last summer project “Captain Tom 100”
where our students grew plants and
vegetables from seeds, nurtured them then
donated 100 of them in our school
community in memory of Captain Tom. We
are all so proud of them.
Mrs K Cotterill
ECO-Garden Organiser, IC of Learning Technologies & Teacher of MFL
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Maths
Cipher Challenge
Are you ready for the cipher challenge? In the depths of GCHQ there is a cold case
division nicknamed “the Archaeologists”. They spend their time deciphering
obsolete wartime despatches and diplomatic communications, unbroken in their
day, in the hope of finding something still significant. Now this ragtag group of
puzzle solvers, linguists, mathematicians, and computer scientists have been sent a
collection of papers that will shake the intelligence community to its core. The
Archaeologists need your help to decipher them, and to break The Lighthouse
Conspiracy. Mr Simkins and Mr Jackson are currently collecting a team of
codebreakers to enter into 'The Lighthouse Conspiracy' competition. The team still
has plenty of spaces for students who think they have what it takes! Come along to
room 11 after school on Tuesdays to take part.

Mrs A Whitehurst
Core Subject Leader of Maths
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Music
Music Overview
After 19 months of not being able to
make live music face-to-face together,
the start of this academic year has
certainly been one to remember! Our
wonderful Musos have returned to Jazz
Orchestra, Orchestra and Choir and we
have got many new faces joining us too.
It is so refreshing to be able to play
music again! We have already started on
the Christmas music for the Christmas
Concert which we are planning and
hoping to be a live concert and we would
love to see many of you there. There may even be a mince pie!
Well done to those who took exams at
the end of last academic year – this has
been a mixture of live exams and
recorded exams to the music exam
boards. We are so proud of the number
of passes, merits and distinctions that
we hear about. We know some of you
have postponed them due to isolations –
keep practicing! We wish you the very
best of luck if you are preparing for an
exam.

The Year 6 Prospective Parents’ Evening was a fantastic evening. Unfortunately
our Jazz Orchestra could not play due to illness but we had two fantastic GCSE
singers that performed in the hall and a number of musicians around the
department. Fun was had by all and it was great to see many prospective families
enjoying the music we were making as well as the students all having fun!
We have also been fortunate enough to secure funding for a whole class set of
brand new keyboards for one of the music rooms. Many students have already been
using them and have made great progress!
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Music
We expect all students who are having lessons through school to take up some of
the wonderful extra-curricular activities available.

If anyone would like instrumental lessons, please contact Miss Balewski
h.balewski@bb-hs.co.uk for a tuition booklet.
We are also, as always, looking for unused or unwanted instruments - if anyone has
any instruments that are no longer being used at home and would like to donate
them to our music department, we would love to hear from you! We have
previously been donated three wonderful pianos, six guitars with some guitar
accessories, a drum kit and an electric organ that are available for students to use.
Thank you for these wonderful donations.
Date for your diaries… Christmas Concert – 15th December 2021. We’ll see you
there!

Miss H Balewski
Curriculum Leader of Music
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Dance
Libertas Private Dance Sessions
As a school we are very aware of how popular dance is and how important it is to
our students. Given the difficult times over lockdown, the majority of students
have missed out on dance lessons and extracurricular dance opportunities. We have
been given this fantastic opportunity to offer dance lessons in school.

Miss O Powell
Teacher of Dance
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Dance
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form Dance Academy
Blythe Bridge Dance Academy took part in the annual
Dilhorne Fayre. Our students from Year 7 to 13
perform live. All students really enjoyed the
experience as this was the first live performance
since lockdown. Fantastic feedback from parents was
received. We are extremely proud of the students
involved, and thank students for their amazing
performance.
Our dance students also took part in the Year
6 open evening. This was a successful evening
involving a performance from our Year 10-13
students. Year 8 and 9 students also produced
a fantastic choreography workshop. They
explored different lockdown images and
created some challenging phrases of
movement.

Upcoming events
We are excited to sign up to participate in
the Newcastle-under-Lyme Christmas light
switch-on, Students’ rehearsals take place on
week 1 Friday after school and week 2
Thursday after school.

We have also begun preparations for the Regent
022 Dance celebration event, the theme this year
is celebration, which seems very appropriate at
present! Rehearsals are by invitation with Years 9
– 13. The rehearsals for this event are week 1
Wednesday after school and week 2 Tuesday
after school.

Miss E Housley
Curriculum Leader of Dance & Work Related Learning
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Modern Foreign Languages
Vocabulary Builder
Year 11 have had to respond to questions in their recent speaking exam. The
following question words regularly come up in the GCSE exam. See if you can learn
them!

European Day of Languages
The 26th September was the European Day of Languages. In lessons, students took
part in a short quiz about which teachers spoke different languages and they also
explored the different careers which might benefit from knowledge of a second
language. Some of the examples we covered are below:
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Modern Foreign Languages
Having knowledge of a second language in the world of work can be very useful and
as a department we strive to promote a love of language learning. The European
Day of Languages acts a chance for us to do this in a new way each year.
The overall objectives of the European Day of Languages are to raise awareness of:
•

Europe’s rich linguistic diversity, which must be preserved and enhanced;

•

the need to diversify the range of languages people learn (to include less
widely used languages), which results in plurilingualism;

•

the need for people to develop some degree of proficiency in two languages
or more to be able to play their full part in democratic citizenship in Europe

Decision of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Strasbourg (776th
meeting – 6 December 2001)

Creative Competition
Year 7 and 8 have had the opportunity to take part in a creative competition to
make a poster or creative piece that is based upon one of the language careers
studied on the European Day of Languages. We would like to thank all the students
that entered and all entrants have been given achievement points. Well done to
our winners!

Robin Xu 7NG

Holly Turner 7CFL

Mr L McConvey
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages
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Fundraising
Guide Dogs For The Blind
Meet Pudding and Comet! Year 7 have started fundraising for the Guide Dogs for
the Blind. We launched our appeal on the 90th anniversary of the charity with a
sweepstake 'Who has the Waggiest Tale'. Throughout the year we will hold lots of
different activities to support this amazing charity. Hopefully at Christmas we can
extend our enterprise to Support dogs for Autism, Mental Health, Epilepsy, Hearing
loss and other disabilities.
Please keep an eye for the pup dates and videos we will receive as part of their
journey. In the meantime, the first 10 students to come to me with answers to
these questions will receive a little treat.
How often is Halley's Comet seen from earth?
What is famous about Pudding Street in London?

Reading Champions
As part of fostering a love of reading at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form I am
launching a Reading Champions campaign. I am looking for some eager readers out
there in the community who would be interested in posing for a photo whilst
reading their favourite books. A couple of lines explaining why the book is so well
liked will be attached. These will be framed and displayed round the school
building. If you or anyone you know would like to take part in this project, please
drop me an email at k.winter@bb-hs.co.uk and I will give you some more
information.
Mr K Winter
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Sixth Form
The focus for many Sixth Form students this half term has centred on getting
started with new courses or new learning both inside and outside of the classroom.
In Year 12 we have spent time looking at what it means to be an effective Sixth
Form student and learning how to make notes and complete research and getting
used to having private study. For year 13 the focus has been on next steps after
Sixth Form with many of our students in the process of completing applications for
university, writing personal statements and sharing many activities and
experiences, others are preparing for apprenticeship applications.
Alongside their academic studies, students have been given opportunities to help
develop a range of skills through extra and super-curricular activities. This year we
have launched two new qualifications to further develop our enrichment offer. We
have over 14 students interested in becoming sports leaders and our enterprise
students are in the process of allocating roles and planning product ideas in Young
Enterprise.
Over the course of this year we are hoping to invite speakers in to Sixth Form to
talk to our students, this half term we have had a talk on safer driving. Building on
our RE tutorial programme considering values and culture, we are also looking
forward next half term to visiting a range of places of worship.
We have had a fantastic start to our Sixth Form charity work and so far, have raised
nearly £500 for Macmilliam Cancer Research and Younger Minds. Sixth Form
students have organised bake sales and coffee mornings for Years 11, 12 and 13 as
well as a ‘HelloYellow’ day for the whole school with a range of activities for
younger years. A fantastic achievement.

Miss C Alford
Assistant Headteacher - Sixth Form
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Sixth Form
Extended Project Qualification
A group of Year 12 and 13 students are working hard on their Extended Project
Qualifications. This 'mini-dissertation' asks students to show independent learning
as they pick their own title and then have to research it themselves before putting
their findings into a 5000 word essay. Topics this year include:
To what extent does the Patriarchy affect our day to day lives?
Is CRISPR technology the future of medicine?
Is the UK Education System flawed?
Is a serial killer sick, evil or just unlucky?
The EPQ awards as many UCAS points as half an A-Level and many universities will
lower their grade offer if you get an A in it. Students also use the EPQ to show their
interest in the subject they wish to study at university or because they have a
burning desire to find out about something outside of their studies.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form & Curriculum Leader of Drama

Safe Driving
Kevin Wilcox the Staffordshire County Council
Safe Driving Officer came in to meet with the
sixth Formers on 11th October to deliver his
session on how to be safer drivers and
passengers. Part of this presentation is a video
called Cow which covers what happens when a
teenage driver has an accident and both her
friends who are passengers die. This hard hitting
session really made the students think and will
hopefully help them make sensible decisions in
the future.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form
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Sixth Form
Sixth Form Enrichment
Sixth-Form students have been allocated time to
commit to enrichment opportunities this year.
Many students have been proactive in securing
work experience opportunities, whether that is
going into local primary schools or utilising our
lower school provision and assisting in lessons or
extra-curricular clubs. Other students are using
the time to enhance their skills by completing
additional qualifications such as the Sports
Leadership Qualification, Young Enterprise and
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).
Enrichment is a big focus in the Sixth Form this year and we will be working hard to
provide students with as many opportunities that they haven’t been able to fulfil
over the past two academic years.

Sports Leaders
The Sports Leaders Qualification aims to develop confident, healthy leaders
through sport and physical activity. Students will learn important life skills such as
effective communication and organisation, whilst learning to lead basic physical
activities to younger people, their peers, older generations and within the
community.
We are currently offering Sports Leadership Level
3 (SL3) to our Sixth Form students, where they
have experienced a taster session of what
planning and leading a session will be like. They
are currently working through Unit 4 - Plan, lead
and evaluate a progressive series of inclusive
physical activity sessions and have already
experienced a collection of teacher lead activities
to create an archive to refer to when they embark
on the session planning stages.
Miss N Perry
Teacher of Health, Sport & Exercise
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FROG VLE
FROG Virtual Learning Platform
FROG - Our main communication and learning platform available to students,
parents and teachers, where you can access everything from subject resources to
support any remote and independent learning, homework, attendance scores from
lessons and achievement points.
Let’s not forget our latest teachers and tutors’ comments, which will even send you
notifications and a link via email to your parents when a comment has been posted
on your ePlanner.
Finally, a central place for all school letters, year group portals for all the latest
updates, events and school links where other sites have been created just for you.
If you also need help navigating around the FROG platform, short tutorials are
available for you to use. All under one learning platform!
Please contact frogsupport@bb-hs.co.uk should you need help with your logins.

Mrs K Cotterill
IC of Learning Technologies
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Health & Safety Update
Safety Outside School
It remains our priority to remind students regularly of road safety, their safety
outside school is paramount which is why we communicate on a regular basis.
As parents and carers we know that you will also remind your children on a regular
basis of the dangers on our roads and train lines. We must continue to work
together to ensure our children's safety. There are many website links available,
just as a reminder the main website is:

http://www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/road-safety.asp
Students must remember to cross the local roads with the crossing patrol
supervisors and the main crossing on Uttoxeter Road. Students are reminded not to
run across the road, especially when cars are present and the traffic is heavy at the
beginning and end of the school day.
The train line crossings on Uttoxeter Road and Stallington Road are extremely
dangerous and students should NEVER attempt to run under the barriers when they
are closing or jump over them when they are closed.
If you are a driver on our local roads, please remember to always drive safely
though the village. We are working with the local police to ensure that speed
cameras are in place periodically on Uttoxeter Road and Stallington Road to ensure
that drivers adhere to the speed limits.
We speak to individual parents who share our concerns regarding local road
carefully, we work together with the local community police officers and we
constantly remind our students of the dangers on our local roads. Please continue
to work with us and remind your child too.
Please email me at w.keeble@bb-hs.co.uk if you would like to discuss this further
with me.
Through assemblies and newsletters we continue to remind students and parents of
the dangers associated with pedestrian and vehicle danger on railway crossings.
There are cameras in operation on the barriers on Uttoxeter Road to monitor traffic
etc. but in the meantime you can view the Rail Life Safety Guide by accessing the
link below.
Further details can be found at http://networkrail.co.uk/level-crossings/
Mrs W Keeble
Director of Business & Finance
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Fundraising
Macmillan Coffee Morning
In September, the Sixth Formers organised a
Macmillan coffee morning in the common room.
They invited Year 11s in their break to come in
too. Over £196 was raised for a great charity.
Thank you to everyone who brought cakes in and
those who bought them on the day.
Mrs K Baines
Assistant Head of Sixth Form

In addition to the termly Newsletter, every Friday we also send out a weekly round
-up newsletter via email to all parents. We pride ourselves on sharing the everyday
successes and achievements of our staff and students using our social media
resources, but understand that not every parent has access to such things as
Facebook. A copy is also available on our school website and on FROG under
Student/Parent notices.
Mrs N Boot
Culture & Ethos Administrator
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