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What an action packed year it has been. The
summer term has continued to build our careers
vision across the school and offer all students  in
KS3, KS4 and Sixth Form quality opportunities in
a range of areas. We have received positive
feedback from our recent Ofsted visit, achieved
the full 'Quality in Careers Award' and the work
completed over time has been recognised by the
careers and enterprise nationally by the Careers
Champion Award.
I would like to thank all of the staff in school,
parents/carers and our fantastic partnerships for
supporting our careers provision in school and
offering so many valuable opportunities.

Mr Goodwin

RECENT GATSBY
BENCHMARK UPDATE

YEAR 5 FEASTED VISIT

YEAR 11 VISIT TO
STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY

Year 5 visited Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth
Form to participate in a culinary masterclass with
Cris and Josh from FEASTED. They were educated
and inspired about the world of hospitality and
took through steps in producing their very own
'chicken with pearl barley and vegetables'. This
was an experience I am sure they will remember
for some time. 

Year 11 students visited
Staffordshire University to
take part in some practical
work and discuss where
science can take them
post-18. Students had a
fantastic afternoon and all
enjoyed the experience of
attending a university and
having a small insight into
what university would
entail if choosing science-
based courses in the
future. 
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PEAK WILDLIFESEVERN TRENT

Year 10 GCSE geography students had the
pleasure of having Severn Trent Water visit them
to speak to them about water resources in the UK.
 
Lucy from Severn Trent Water spoke about a
number of interesting topics involving water and
the role Severn Trent Water have within the area.
She spoke in depth about the availability of water,
how it is scarce in developing countries and the
impact of water pollution within the UK. A great
topic of conversation was the wide range of items
that often find their way into water systems and
what impact that has upon the environment. 

Overall, a really enjoyable presentation filled with
facts and information that the Year 10 students
took away with them. 

A group of Year 10 students who are interested in
animal care/veterinary visited Peak Wildlife Park in
Leek.  Our students received a tour of the park,
hearing about the various pathways into the animal
care sector and the keepers’ experiences. Students
were also given the opportunity to attend feeding
times for some of the animals and had time to
explore the park- they were also lucky enough to feed
the wallabies! 

It was a great day out that provided students with an
enrichment experience and knowledge of how they
can prepare themselves for their future careers. It is
safe to say that we have a number of animal
enthusiasts in Year 10!

APPRENTICE WITH GREENHOUSE
PEOPLE

Through an excellent partnership with 'The
Greenhouse People', one of our Year 11 students
was offered an apprenticeship opportunity as a
'Wood Product Manufacturing Apprentice'. We
wish him all the best with this amazing
opportunity.

HORIZONS + YEAR 12
INTERVIEWS

Lydia from Higher Horizons + spent an
afternoon conducting one to one discussions
with several of our Year 12. She commented
how professional the students conducted
themselves and how productive the
discussions were. Feedback form the students
was excellent and they felt they supported
with their thought process moving forward.



YEAR 12 JOURNALIST
EXPERIENCE WITH UEFA
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BRILLIANT CLUB

contributes to our understanding of activisms.
The course is made up of research driven
content and university-style seminars and
assignments, so students are getting a taste of
what it is like to be a university student.

One of the most memorable experiences I have
ever had was my trip to Spain to report on
Villarreal’s Champions League semi-final against
Liverpool on behalf of UEFA’s official magazine for
the tournament. It all came about at the start of
the season when they were looking for fan
reporters for every team in the competition and as
a follower of the Yellow Submarine, I put my name
forward providing multiple articles that I had
already produced. Within a matter of weeks, I had
an email back from UEFA inviting me to join their
production group for the Champions Journal.
Villarreal defied all odds and reached the semi-
finals of the competition and were pitted against
European giants Liverpool after wins against
Juventus and Bayern Munich. I was sent tickets to
the home-leg and found myself on a plane down
to Barcelona in early May to report on the game
and provide content for the magazine’s social
media channels. The atmosphere was absolutely
electric in and out of La Cerámica and despite the
surprisingly poor weather conditions, both
Villarreal and Liverpool fans combined outside the
stadium to celebrate the achievements of their
teams and sing their hearts out.
As an aspiring journalist, it was an honour to meet
someone that I look up to and in this case, it was
the brilliant Guillem Balagué, world-renowned
football writer. 

PhD tutor Frankie Morgan is a doctoral researcher
at the University of Birmingham in the school of
Languages, Culture, Art History and Music. Her
research focusses on the intertwining of social
media and the visual culture of contemporary
feminisms and the intergenerational relationship
between feminist waves. She completed her
undergraduate and Masters degrees at the
University of East Anglia in History of Art. 
Our Year 10 Brilliant Club graduated at Warwick
University. Their honours included four awards at
first class and two at upper second class (2:1). An
amazing set of marks.

Special mention to Macy who delivered an
outstanding speech to the whole audience
summarising the project and outlining the
benefits of taking part.

From the streets to social
media, from Black Lives
Matter to #MeToo, in
‘Beyond the Gallery:
Contemporary Art and
Activism’ students
considered the relationship
between public art and
activism and how public art 

Louis Scattergood



YEAR 12 MATHS VISIT TO KEELE
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YEAR 10 AND 12 WORK
EXPERIENCE

It was great to send our Year 10 and 12 out on
a week of work experience this year. The
feedback from students and employers was
extremely positive. Some students have been
offered opportunities with companies post-16
and 18. Year 10 students impressed that much
that they were requested to extend their
placements. It is no surprise that our values of
pride, respect and kindness continue to be
displayed out of school!

WORKING WITH MSCAPE

Our partnership with MScape continues to grow.
We have had many engagements with them this
term including the competition winners who are
now working with the company to bring their
puzzle design to life in one of their rooms. Also,
our escape room club visited for an information
session on how they can create their own room
and whilst they were there they sampled a room
and escaped with six minutes to spare. This is
becoming a great partnership giving our students
different opportunities and experiences.

Our Year 12 maths
students had a great
day at Keele Open
Day, they spent the
morning touring the
University and
attending an
information session
focusing on maths at
Keele University. 

The outreach team at Keele put on a maths
workshop for the afternoon and students had the
opportunity to ask the team questions, which of
course, they embraced and asked many. 

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT VISIT

Year 11 and Year 12 students went to London as part
of our A Level History & Politics trip. The students
visited a range of famous British political institutions
and witnessed our government and judicial systems
in action. They visited the UK Supreme Court,
Westminster, where students were lucky to have the
opportunity to sit in the public gallery of Court 2 and
to witness a live court hearing. Later in the day they
visited the Houses of Parliament. They had the
opportunity to witness live debates from the public
galleries. 



SEA PROGRAMME

JULY 2022 PAGE | 02

CAREERS 2021-2022 SUMMER ISSUE 3

The SEA programme students completed their
final activity with an organised morning at Keele
University which, gave them the opportunity to
practise and display some of the employability
skills we have discussed on the programme. It was
a pleasure to observe students confidently working
together and presenting their ideas, well done all
of you!

Year 9 spent a whole day off timetable this year
rotating around 4 different activities offered by
the Army, connectr.com, Hitachi Energy and the
PE department. Activities were focussed on
engineering, employability skills, teamwork and
many more areas which support our young
learners in developing their futures. A big thank
you to all visitors and staff involved.

YEAR 9 DROP DOWN DAY

QUALITY IN CAREERS AWARD

Our school was assessed for the 'Quality in Careers'
award this term. After a full day of interviews,
observations and discussions, we were awarded the
full award. 

'CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU AND THE STAFF ON YOUR HARD WORK
AND COMMITMENT TO YOUR SCHOOL AND STUDENTS.  NIKKI AND I
WERE VERY IMPRESSED BY THE SCHOOL’S VISION, PASSION AND
ENTHUSIASM FOR CAREERS.  FEEDBACK FROM YOUR STUDENTS,
PARENTS, STAFF AND OTHER KEY STAKEHOLDERS WAS
OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE AND IT WAS A PLEASURE TO BE PART OF
YOUR ASSESSMENT TEAM.'

http://connectr.com/
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RECORDER FESTIVAL

We played 'spot the career' at our recorder festival
and had over 20 careers spotted (from the obvious
such as performer, pianist, conductor, teacher ... to
lighting, ushers, sound technicians, piano tuner,
cleaners, bar staff and even window cleaner!)

The soloist did a short careers talk in the
performance about how she came about being a
professional recorder player and has started
working with primary schools, teaching the
recorder.

It's inspired then to continue with recorder group
and this will now be a regular extra curricular
activity.

WOMEN IN MATHS

Some of our Year 9 mathematicians visited Keele
University for a 'women in maths' event. The event
intended to encourage female students to study
STEM subjects at a higher level in the future. The
day provided many case studies and activities to
inspire our young mathematicians. 

Mrs Whitehurst then gave the students involved
the opportunity to continue their learning in the
classroom, creating different visual representations
of statistics, just as Florence Nightingale did! 

Some great discussions were had with our
students and they were able to pose some very
interesting questions. Well done to all involved

CAREERS INFORMATION EVENING
FOR PARENTS

It was great to deliver a virtual talk to all our parents
and carers at the end of this term sharing the
success of our careers programme and looking
towards our priorities for next academic year. 

Thank to Beverly Ashley for speaking at the event,
your support is always appreciated by the school.



ART TALK
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We were very fortunate to have a LIVE talk
delivered to our students by creative director and
design leader, Tom Lancaster working in Mortlake,
London. Students asked many questions relating
to what software he uses, how he creates such
unique colour pallets, who inspired him and many
more. The students then created mood boards
related to their talk.

IGD WEBINAR

DT students participated in a LIVE webinar put
on by IGD to meet professionals from the
industry and learn about the different
opportunities.

WHAT OFSTED SAID...

A group of Year 8 and 9 students attended Edge Hill
University to learn about what University life is all about. It
was a well organised event with many different activities
throughout the day. One student stated:

'I thought it was very inspirational and helped me decide
that I now want go to University. I learnt more about the
future employment opportunities if you go to University

and the University experience.'

TRIP TO EDGE HILL
UNIVERSITY



YEAR 9 'OUT TO WORK
DAY'

Year 9 had the opportunity to go out to work for a
day with a parent. This gave students the
opportunity to start thinking about their week
long work placement for Year 10. Parents and
students responded very well to this opportunity
and were grateful for this experience. 
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YEAR 12 VISIT KEELE

Students in Year 12 visited Keele University. This
was a really useful opportunity to explore the next
steps involved in applying for a degree or a degree
apprenticeship and to find out more about
student life, applications and student finance.

FEDEX VISIT
What a fantastic day at FEDEX was had as part of
our 'Out to Work' day. This was a great opportunity
for the students to explore the world of work and
listen to professional advice on potential future
careers. Not only did they get a tour of the site, but
they also spoke to employees of the company and
asked questions about their job roles. The students
really enjoyed it and valued this fantastic
experience! Thank you to Edward Clarke and Ian
Patterson from FEDEX for having us, what an
amazing company you are.

CAREERS CHAMPION
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form and Mr
Goodwin received national recognition this year
for their commitment to ensuring we are offering
the best careers provision possible and continuing
to evaluate and develop are provision further.

THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO...


