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PRIDE RESPECT KINDNESS

Well done to our
Year 12 Subject
Ambassadors  who
are  thriving in
their new
leadership roles .

Left to right :
Ellie : Biology,
Romeo :

Computing,

Bluebelle :Business,
Om: Chemistry,
Oliver :  Chemistry,
Evie: Business, Lilly -
Mai:  Criminology,
Holly : Dance,
Isobel : DT,
Harshdeep : Further
Maths, Freya: Early
Childhood  Studies,
Joshua :

Psychology,
Charlotte : English,
William : DT, Archie :
Further Maths,
Grace : Maths, Daisy:
Geography, Billy :
Sports Studies
Lilly -May : Media
Studies, Lily: Health
and Social Care,
Oliver : History,
Georgia -Rose:
Geography, Sidney :
Maths, Beatrice :
Media Studies .

Celebrating achievements, new  journeys, and

unforgettable moments at Blythe Bridge High School n

& Sixth Form




Headt eacherbs Wel co

The first term of a new academic year is always a busy one, but as you
can tell from this newsletter, there is an incredible amount to share with
you. Whether it is updates and photographs from the trips in the
summer term or the arrival of our new Year 7 students, sporting and
academic successes and looking ahead to our exciting new partnership

with swim!, there is plenty to celebrate . The front cover shows some of
the photographs of our new Year 12 subject ambassadors . Nominated

by teaching staff to take on the prestigious roles, they are already having
a positive impact in their roles.

As | write this, staff are making preparations for the annual Halloween
disco for Year 7 & 8 students and before you know it, we will be into a
number of pre-Christmas events . Dates for the diary include the Year 7
Festival of Arts (25th November), the carol service (Ist December) and
the school Christmas concert (1th December) . Prior to this, we have the
first set of mocks for Year 1llstudents, and the Year 12/13students have
their first assessment week of this year. As well as a half term to rest
and recharge the batteries, | know that for these students it will include
revision and independent study . Good luck with the hard work - it will
be worth it.

Mrs R Johnson

Headteacher




Year 12 Subject Ambassadors

Our 2025-2026 group of Year 12 Subject Ambassadors is completed by
[left to right] : Lucy: MFL, Callum : Sports Studies, Millie -Rose:
Philosophy and Ethics, Noah : Physical Education, Tamsin, Philosophy
and Ethics, Harry: Physical Education, Jo-Lisa: Psychology, Dylan:
Physics, Seth: Physics, Ellie: Sociology, Jacob : History, Lucy: English,
Hannah : Photography, Daniel : Politics, William : Sociology and Jack:
Politics . We cannot wait to see how you embrace your leadership roles
this year!

Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama




Sixth Form

Geography Trip to Wales

In July, our Year 12 geographers enjoyed a
fantastic field trip to North Wales, blessed
with glorious sunshine throughout .Day 1took
them to Betws -y-Coed,  where they
investigated  tourism and the impacts of
globalisation  before relaxing with games on
the village green. On Day 2, the group
travelled to Criccieth to study coastal
management and processes Z the baking hot
weather made prolonged data collection
tricky, but plenty of paddling helped keep
spirits  high! The final day was spent at
Harlech, exploring beach landforms and sand
dune succession, with more paddling to
round off an unforgettable few days of
geography in action .

A New Cohort

Our 2025-2026 cohort of T o mor r oTedclsers have been
enrolled . They are very much looking forward to the course
and all the external opportunities it brings . One of the
students, Evie, is already doing work experience at a primary
school during her free periods . A massive thank you to Mr
Drew at Springcroft Primary who invited the Tomorrow's
Teachers in for a tour of his school recently, and gave an
insight into his very colourful career journey

m

Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama




Sixth Form

Pride - Respect - Kindness

UKMT Competition

Well done to our Year 12 and 13
girls who took part in this year bs
UKMT competition, a chance for
them to compete against other
students from across the country
tackling challenging maths
problems .

Year 12 Oxbridge Hub

Many thanks to Kingsmead School
for inviing a group of Year 12 & 13
students to their Oxbridge Hub
evening . The feedback from staff and
students was extremely positive and
the information shared by the
Oxford University outreach team has
already been discussed in school .

We are delighted to be working with
other schools within the JTMAT to
ensure  students to have high
aspirations ~ for their next steps
beyond the sixth form .

Pride - Respect : Kindness

Sweet Success for Macmillan

Our Sixth Form students did a fantastic

job organising and running a cake sale for

the Macmillan Coffee Morning . Working
hard together as ateam, they have so far
raised over £255 for this vital charity while
showing kindness and community  spirit
across the school . A huge thank you to all
staff and students who supported the
event and helped make it such a success!

Year 12 Marvellous Mathematicians

Introducing our Year 12 subject
ambassadors  for maths and further
maths . Students have already made a
great start in their roles helping out at the
Year 6 Open Evening . Staff are looking
forward to them getting start on the
projects they have planned  which
includes supporting and tutoring younger
students with maths .

Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama
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S Year 13Cook on a Budget

During a citizenship lesson, students from 13.R
worked together to plan and cook a meal using
a budget of just £3.50. They discussed different
ideas, compared prices, and decided on
ingredients  that were both affordable and
filling .

Everyone had a role - some focused on
preparing the food, others managed the
shopping list, and a few handled the cooking .

Despite the tight budget, they showed great
teamwork and creativity, proving that with
good planning and cooperation, it is possible to
make a tasty meal without spending much .
Star bakers were Louie S and Joseph B for their
home -made pizza and their hygiene/cleaning

approach .

Super S a mtAssembly

This half term, Sam B, 1%EG, led assemblies to
Year 12 and 13 about blood donation . Sam
explained the criteria to be a blood donor to
the students, as well as taking them through
some of the statistics about how much donated
blood is needed each year for transfusions and
emergency operations and how many new
donors are needed each year.He asked them to
think about becoming a donor when they turn
17 as he has recently . A huge thank you to Sam
for such agreat assembly .
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University and Apprenticeship  Fair

Year 12 and 13 students travelled to
Birmingham  on Friday, 17%h October, to take
part in the UCAS and Apprenticeship fair at
Edgbaston Cricket Stadium . This gave them the
chance to interact with a wide range of
professionals, asking questions about university
courses and routes into apprenticeships . There
were some great conversations between our
students and the representatives, which will
help future planning and preparation

Josh S,12RH - "I found the careers fair useful as
it provided me with a wealth of knowledge
about where to continue my post Sixth Form
education and provided me with a lot of
different routes on how to become a
paramedic "

Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama
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Year 12 Psychology

We are so proud of our Year 12
Psychology students on such a fantastic
start to their sixth form journey! We have
dived straight into Research Methods
and Attachment, and it has been brilliant

to see students bringing theory to life
through  hands -on experiments . They
have practised writing hypotheses,
measuring independent and dependent

variables, and identifying extraneous
variables . We began with a creative twist
Z making their own grass heads to test
on. They have graduated to running

experiments on each other, measuring

cognitive  inhibiton ~ Z the ability to
suppress automatic, overlearned

responses in favour of less automatic

ones. It has been inspiring to see such
enthusiasm,  teamwork, and curiosity
already shining through . Keep it up Year
127what a promising start to the year!

Year 12 Science Ambassadors

Our Year 12 Science Ambassadors have
been busy preparing an exciting house
competition for Year 7 and 8 students .

After meeting with Mr Flavell to receive
their first challenge, they each read a
chapter from Why D o n Bhings Fall Up? z

a book exploring fascinating questions
such as b Whig the sky b | u ee?dbb Wh a t
isthe smallest t hi ng?hb

The ambassadors have written chapter
summaries and created quizzes for
younger students to complete, earning
achievement points and contributing to
their house totals . Well done to Jess and
Ellie (Biology), Om and Oliver (Chemistry),
and Seth and Dylan (Physics) for leading
this fantastic initiative!

Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama




Sixth Form DT: Creativity and Leadership in Action

| t Been a busy and exciting half term in DT for our Sixth Form students .
Our Year 12 DT Subject Ambassadors showed fantastic leadership and
communication skills as they supported Year 6 pupils during their
transition lesson, helping every student successfully complete their maze
project .

In lessons, our Sixth Form students have been busy developing and
prototyping their NEA projects, using a wide range of processes Z from
traditional hand tools and machinery to advanced 3D printing and laser
cutting . There was great excitement with the arrival of our brand -new
laser cutter this half term, which has already been put to good use.Joe B
was the first to try it out while developing the mechanism for his
innovative mechanical dog treatment station .

Mr D Hughes - Curriculum Leader for Design and Technology



A Strong Start for Sixth Form Science

. R S N

Pride - Respect - Kindness BLYTHE BRIGEE HIGH Scrio01

This half term, we were delighted to welcome our new Year 12 students
into the Sixth Form . Their positivity and enthusiasm have been wonderful
to see,with many staff commenting on the excellent start t h e yrhades.

In Physics, students have been busy analysing experimental data from
oscillations to verify relationships between variables, using their graphs to
determine the acceleration due to gravity Z with a prize for the team that
got closest to 9.81m/ s 2 !

Year 13Biologists have been investigating plant pigments using thin -layer
chromatography (TLC)to separate and identify different pigments

Our A Level Chemists have also made an impressive start to the vyear,
tackling challenging topics such as isomer nomenclature, electron sub -
shells, organic reactions, and solubility products . They have been
showcasing their practical skills too, calculating reacting moles and
masses in Year 12 and using concentration data to explore equilibrium

expressions in Year 13

Mr C Flavell - Curriculum Leader for  Science 9



A-Level PE Visit Fuse Active

A group of A-Level PE students
visited Fuse Active in Stafford on 3rd
October, where they met with
Nathan Wharton, co-owner of the
gym and a practicing
physiotherapist based at the facility .
The visit gave  students the
opportunity  to ask questions related
to their A-Level PE studies,
including topics on anatomy, injury
recovery, and rehabilitation . They
also  explored potential career
pathways in sport and gained
valuable insights into the world of
professional athletics and the range
of roles available .

Nat hanb sbackground in

professional  football zboth as a
player at a high level and as a
physiotherapist at West Bromwich
Albion FCzmade him exceptionally
well placed to share practical
advice and real-world experiences
with the students .

Mr T Sturmey ZTeacher of Health, Sport & Exercise 10



year.6 il ransition Mornings, |- -

Year 6 Summer Schoaol -

Mr A Jackson - Senior Lea




Our Students Say It Best
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| enjoyed seeing the different
ani mals that | ha
atthe zoo on the Geography trip
I like learning about the different
landmarks across the world in
lesson .Joshua E, Year 10
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English has been fun this half
term; webve been | arning aboput
Shakespeare with Mrs Moorcroft
and Mrs Bennett. | like reading
the different characters and my
favourite part is Leonato from

[ Much Ado About Nothing
Jakob K, Year 8
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I bm really enjoying he f

sixth form has given me. We get to

study our subjects in more depth,

which has helped me gain a clearer

idea of what | bd | By b«

future. Staying here for sixth form has
also been beneficial because many of

my friends stayed too, an

have them around. Tyler H, Year 12




Year 6 Open Evening

Mr A Jackson - Senior Leader for Transition
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Our new Year 7 students have made a fantastic start, quickly finding their place and
enjoying all that Blythe Bridge has to offer . We caught up with a few students to see how
4 t h e ygetlesl into secondary school life.

Piera L (7LRO) says s h e bnfoying the variety of subjects and teachers, with science

already a favourite thanks to the experiments and learning about cells.S h e &ilse taken to

the stage, joining the school production of Annie! Her advice to others? B Al w aryive to
’ lessons on time and follow ther ul es! b

Freddie P (7LLM) agrees that Year 7 is even better than primary school, with plenty of new
friends and teachers to meet . He enjoys History most of all and is already looking forward

, to learning about World War Two in the future . With his sister in Year 11 he also enjoys
seeing a familiar face around school . His advice is reassuring, B Do ntlink i t &cary,
because i trbafly n o tFrefidie is also getting involved beyond lessons by joining the Food
Tech Club .

For Riley B (7SFR), art is the standout subject, as he loves to draw and enjoys the chance
to be creative without too much writing .H e talso keen to take on extra responsibility and
is looking at becoming a Library Ambassador . Riley reassures, 6 A n y ammimary school
should look forward to high school aslthink i t dven better than pr i mar y! b

Like so many of our new Year 7s, Riley, Piera, and Freddie are embracing new
opportunities and making the most of life at Blythe Bridge . Make sure to check out the
Year 7 Creative Corner where some students share their fantastic hobbies and interests .




One Year On by Hope M, Year 8
My first year at Blythe Bridge High School
& Sixth Form has gone by in a flash, | have
loved being part of the school community

| have always felt at home at Blythe,
from the open evening and the transition days, they gave me such a
great insight into the school and the wonderful school team, however
it was the summer school that really helped me and the other people
in my year who attended . It helped us to adjust to our new
surroundings, and | was able to make some new friends . It also helped
me start Year 7 full of confidence, with a smile ,and an idea of what to
expect .| was excited for the start of my next five years.

There is always something to do here, from opportunities to support
the school in competitions and sport, to supporting open days and
celebration events, like the 60-year celebration Diamond Evening
(one of my many highlights) .Or you can get involved by participating
in any of the wide range of clubs. My favourites include STEM,
gardening club and orchestra . A friend and | have even set up our own
club to help promote crochet ; the school is so supportive . You may
love many of the other opportunities like craft, drama or sports clubs .
You can even perform in school shows if you want to.

The end of the year involve d a celebration event ;it was great to see so
many students celebrating their 100% attendance and winning

subject or behaviour awards . | was fortunate to be awarded the
Leadership award for Year 7, a fantastic end to my first year.

Whoever is reading this, no matter if y o u isemeone who is looking to ‘
join this school (which | would recommend!) or a current student
reading this, | hope you think this school is as brilliant as | do!




JTMAT Christmas Card Competition

g . +
7 Could you design a Christmas card to be

o prmted and used by the 'I)'kust?

COMPETITION RULES

1.This competition is open to all children attending any JTMAT school.

2.The design should be based on your own imagination/idea. %

3.Your design should be completed on one side of a white piece of A4 papét or Card.

4.Please ensure the design is flat and text free. ie. with no writing, no cotton wool or
3D objects as this can cause issues with scanning designs for printing.

5.Posters must be submitted to your Headteacher by Monday 10th November. Late

entries unfortunately cannot be accepted.

‘We believe in the power of education o improve lives -

omo/ +h€ WOF/CI."




Swim@ Comes to Blythe Bridge

Our new [ Ol ympi a
swimming provider

We b regcited to share that
our school pool is becoming
the home of a swimming
school founded by four -time
Olympic medallist Becky
Adlington .  Swim@ will be
taking over use of the pool
from January 2026 as our
private learn to swim lesson
provider . As part of the new
arrangement, Swim@ is
investing a substantial
financial sum into essential
repairs into the pool and a changing room refurbishment .These repairs will improve
the learning environment for pupils and families .

Swim@ are running an offer where you can get your first month of lessons for just
£10if you register on their website www .swim .co.uk/centre/stoke -blythe -bridge .

If you have young children (aged 3+) this is a great opportunity for them to build
water confidence and essential life skills with a trusted provider .

What you can expect from Swim@ :

A Small class sizes and calm, supportive groups

A Teachers in the water for hands -on guidance

A Full trackable progress, to monitor your ¢ h i |ddvelepment

A Planned times (subject to final timetable) :Mon Zri 4ZZpm +weekend mornings .

. Register your interest at
E‘ www _.swim .co.uk/centre/stoke -blythe -bridge or scan the QR
: code to be the first to hear when spaces go live.

Over 16? Learn to be a swimming instructor and teach here at Blythe Bridge!

Swim@ are recruiting locally for part-time roles suitable for members of the
community aged 16+ No prior qualifications are required ;all training is provided and
is nationally recognised . All certifications are fully funded . The hours are flexible
hours fit around studies or childcare and the roles offer valuable experience working
with children and the community . Students and other members of the community
aged over 16can apply here:swim .co.uk/swim -careers/
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Mlndful Mondays

On this year's World Mental Health Day, we were delighted to welcome visitors
from The Inspirational Learning Group and The Oli Leigh Trust to celebrate our
amazing group of Year 10 students, who created b Mi n dfounld a wnssphrt of the
Oli Leigh Trust Mental Health Challenge . We were joined by parents and special
guests to celebrate their success and hear powerful, moving stories about mental
health and resilience .

Earlier this year, the group travelled to London to present their idea - and won
the challenge! Their incredible project has been published and shared with
schools across the country to help young people practise mindfulness and
improve their mental health . Plus, they have a brand -new logo, combining The
Oli Leigh Trust's existing logo with the group's design .

We ¢ o u | dbe tptouder of what the students have achieved - their work will
change lives and make a real difference to young people across the UK.



