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" Get ready to
unwrap the latest
happenings,
achievements, and
upcoming events
within  our vibrant
school community

Join us on this
fantastic journey of
learning, growth
and countless
memorable
moments .

Find out how well
our wonderful Year
7 students
i showcased their
diverse collection

of talents at the

Festival of Arts, see
how many
students dressed
up for Children in
Need, and catch
] up with our Year 10
B geography trip . |
{ Plus, find out how
s our school is
embracing our
house
competitions
i B WA
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Celebrating achievements, new  journeys, and

unforgettable moments at Blythe Bridge High School
& Sixth Form



Congratulations to Devin
H, 7LLM, for winning our
Year 7 Christmas card
competition . We love the
snowy scene and feel it
perfectly captures the
festive season. Well done,
Devin!




Headt eacherbs Wel co

It has become a tradition that our school Christmas tree is up and
decorated for the Year 7 Festival of Arts which was held on the 25th of
November this year, and once the [ un of flauoch adf ihe festive
season begins, the momentum continues right up to our very last day,
ending with the Christmas Fayre on 19%h December where Mrs Kadri
and Mrs Avons, along with a team of elves, ensure that students and
staff start the holidays with joy and festivities .

We have already attended the Christmas service at St Peter's Church,
and later this week there are reward events planned, celebration
assemblies and, the Year 8 MFL visit to the Christmas markets in Lille.
There is also still time to join our Twelve (school) Days of Christmas
Raffle by either purchasing tickets on ParentPay or through reception .

As we approach the end of term, we would like to wish Mrs Jones, one
of our longstanding colleagues who has most recently been a lunchtime

supervisor, the very best for her retirement . We will miss her and hope
to still see her around the village from time to time .

On behalf of all of the governors and staff, we wish our school
community a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year.

Mrs R E Johnson

Headteacher




Our Students Say It Best
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| have particularly enjoyed learning about

. Weimar and Nazi Germany with Mrs
| have loved PE lessons, particularly i

. . - = ., Avons this term. Itbs
with Mrs Da v i e s . real/mieeb and :

passionate aboutPE! They donb

if it rains, no matter the weather, we
are exercising together!
Archie C, Year7

| like that if you ever feel unsure,
there is always someone who
will help you at school. | also
really like spending time with my
friends. My group of friends has
grown since primary school and |
am happy here. Olivia D, Year 8

am in Year 10 and is very interesting.
| also liked helping out at the Year 6
Open Evening, we gave families tours and
interacted with everyone; giving us the
chance to show how brilliant our school
is. Olivia T, Year 10

Speaking to our careers advisor
has definitely helped me
narrow down where | want to
go and what my options are to
study sport in the future after
completing GCSE PE.
Joseph C , Year 11

| enjoyed taking part in the
Internet Citizens workshop this
term. | have new skills to
understand the Internet and
know that not everything is
always true online.
Aaron C, Year 9

| chose to give an assembly on cervical
cancer because | felt it was important to
represent womenbs can
awareness about testing and early
diagnosis. The assembly went  really well
and hel ped open
confident leading it, and it was
rewarding to challenge the stigma and
highlight the importance of awareness
around the disease. Ruby G, Year 13
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Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

The annual Year 7
Christmas Carol Service
at St Pet eChorsh in

Blythe Bridge took
place on Monday 1st
December, marking a
wonderful and festive
occasion (o] both
students and staff. It
WES an immense

privilege for us to once
again hold this special
event at the beautiful
St Pet e CHursh, and
we are deeply grateful
to the church for their
continued support . We
would especially like to
extend our heartfelt
to Reverend
Jonathan and Sophie,
Archie and Joan whose
warm hospitality and
generosity made this
event even more

® memorable

This year, students had

the opportunity to
' explore the true
meaning of Christmas,
reflecting on its
significance  not only
from a Christian
perspective but also
incorporating the views

and beliefs of their Year
7 form tutors . It was a
thoughtful and
enriching experience,
as students considered
the deeper messages

i of the season.
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" The choir performed exceptionally well, singing with

remarkable harmony and passion . Their voices filled

the church, creating a truly magical atmosphere
The  orchestra also  delivered a fantastic
performance, showcasing the extraordinary musical

talents of our students . It was clear that all the hard
work and dedication put in behind the scenes,
especially by Miss Balewski, had paid off in spades .

Equally impressive was the behaviour of our
students throughout the service . Their conduct was
exemplary, demonstrating respect, attentiveness,
and a genuine appreciation for the occasion .
Whether they were engaged in the songs or
listening intently to the readers, they showed great

enthusiasm and maturity

s W

Mrs L Cartlidge - Head of Year 7 and Curriculum Leader of Philosophy and Ethics
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Transition

2025 Intake Year 5 Transition Mornings
Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form has Dates for your diary:
received the fantastic news from School Fulford: Tuesday 24th February.
Admissions that 175 applications have been St Peters: Tuesday 3rd March.
made as first preference for September 2026 . Springcroft: Tuesday 10th March.
A further 58 were made as second preference Meir Heath: Tuesday 17th & 24th March
meaning we anticipate another large year Forsbrook: Tuesday 14th April.
group . Families will receive confirmation William Amory: Tuesday 21st April.

from School admissions on Sunday 1st March,
and we will be sending correspondence out in
early March .

Ramblecon Read d

Year 7 students completed their 'Ramble or Read' for Children in Need on Monday, 1th
November raising money for the charity . This collective annual event gives students the
opportunity to spend time rambling around the school perimeter or exploring a favourite book .

Mr A Jackson - Senior Leader for Transition



Year 7 Festival of Arts

Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form held its annual Year 7
Festival of Arts on Tuesday, 25th November .

Year 7 students celebrated their achievements across the
curriculum at our annual Festival of Arts on Tuesday evening in
front of 161 people . Various group and individual live
performances, displays, and presentations celebrated our
students' successes. We saw street dance, cheerleading, and
drama performances, a snippet from our upcoming school
production, [ A n n wanderful music played by our talented
students, and a finale of [ E yokthe T i g &y Survivor, which
A was a fantastic way to end an evening of excellent

performances .Well done to all students and staff for your hard
work!

Parents and carers commented

B Iwbas fantastic to see all the hard work throughout the term .
The students clearly enjoyed performing and it was lovely to
seetheir confidence and talent .b

2 B Ve mggod show from start to finish. All children were
< L g ¥ excellent and teachers were superb . The whole school excels,
— — " i Merry Christmas to all.b

Mr A Jackson - Senior Leader - Transition 7



Children in Need

What a fabulous range of costumes from Year 1113students for this year's Children
in Need event .

Thank you to the staff who took part and to everyone who made donations .We b r
so proud our community raised £263 for a wonderful charity .

Year 11and sixth form students can view the photos on Frog by searching for
[ Chi | id Needh2025b




Year 12 & Year 13 Science

On the 17h of October, Mr Flavell was delighted to
see the new Sixth Form Science Hub being used by
a mix of Year 12and 13science students all working
together . The room was re-branded as 'Owen's
classroom' for a biology session and later on in the
day Oliver delivered ‘Chemistry 101 to another
group of students .

Sixth Form Support Charity

Our generous sixth form students have shown
wonderful community  spirit recently, raising over
£60 for Breast Cancer Now by wearing pink earlier
this term, and donating food items for the harvest
collection . These contributions, alongside those
from lower school students, will support a local
food bank . Thank you to everyone who took part
and gave so kindly .

Year 12Science Student Ambassadors

A big thank you to our A level biology, chemistry
and physics subject ambassadors for organising
our autumn house competition

Well done to Centaur students for guiding their
house to victory with an average quiz score of 88%.
Following closely in 2nd place were Sphinx .

Congratulations  to our top 3 students in the
individual competition : 1st place for Daisy, 2nd
place for Gurleen and 3rd place for Melody B.

h |
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Student Ambassadors at STEM Club

STEM club had a fantastic session in November . Our
students had their session delivered by our A Level
Chemists and Biologists Oliver and Om .

Oliver and Om delivered a superb STEM session
where they led the students through making their
own esters.

Esters are an example of a formulation which is
where chemicals need to be added in exact
amounts to get the correct solution . Our sixth form
students were also chatting to our students about
what future careers require the skill of making
formulations  such as pharmacists, doctors and
cosmetic chemists . Thank you to our students and
sixth formers .

Year 12Biology Year 13 Geography go to Staffordshire

In November, our A-Level biologists University

were  carefully  preparing  and On the 12h of November, our Year 13
staining  plant  stem cells, using geographers had the opportunity to attend a
microscopes to spot active, dividing lecture at Staffordshire University . The lecture
cells and practising real-world lab focused on the causes, impacts and
skills used by scientists and medical management  of wildfires, so students were
researchers  every  day. From keen to learn about the examples of LA,
handling  delicate  samples  to Australia and Portugal as part of their hazards
focusing microscopes at just the topic .

right level, they explored life at the

cellular level and saw for themselves
how living tissues grow and change .
We are incredibly proud of the focus,
precision, and curiosity they showed
throughout  this practical Z future
scientists in the making!




Sixth Form

Tomor r deabhsrs

In November, our teachers attended a Teaching and
Learning Bs p eceadt i segsion where they shared
their implementation of research areas of CPD
focuses, including the use of formative assessment
to inform adaptive teaching . Our fantastic group of
Year 12T o mo r r oleabhers then used the same
technigue after conducting staff interviews about
their journeys into teaching - discovering what
inspired them, what they love about the job, and
even what they did before becoming teachers .
Students shared their thoughts with one another
and were given time to ask any questions . The
group then discussed their insights as a whole class
about what they found most interesting . They were
amazed by the variety of paths staff took before
arriving at Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form
and the passion they bring to helping students
every day. A massive thank you to the staff who
were interviewed

Tomorrow's Teachers visited St Thomas Catholic
Primary School in Tean. They were given a tour of
the school by the headteacher Mrs S Baxter, who
showed the students around the school, discussed
routes into teaching and how that can differ in a
Catholic setting . It was a beautiful school, and the
students particularly enjoyed the break time asthey
had the opportunity to talk with the reception
children . A special thank you to Mr Goodwin for
taking the students .

Studio 22: A Space for Sixth Form Creativity

Our amazing site team have completed our brand -
new Studio 22. This space will exclusively be used
by our A level art and photography students and
will include additional computers and printers to
support their work. We c a n kthank the team
enough for their hard work to get this space ready
for our sixth formers!

A level Chemistry Practicals

Our A level chemists have started a series of
practical lessons with the aim of identifying a range
of ions using flame tests and precipitation reactions,
sequencing tests correctly, testing the solubility
rules for ionic compounds and planning methods
to identify unknown compounds




rdshire University

A Hands -On Experience for Year 12 and 13
Criminology Students

On Friday 21st November, our Year 12 and 13
Criminology students had the exciting
opportunity  to take their theoretical learning out
of the classroom and into the field with a
fantastic Forensic Science Day at Staffordshire
University . The day provided a unique chance for
students to engage in real-lfe forensic
techniques, bridging the gap between their
studies and the practical application of
criminological  skills .

The students spent the day immersed in both the
Criminology and Forensic Science departments,
beginning with an in-depth exploration of how to
analyse a mock crime scene. They were
introduced to the importance  of protective

clothing, including hazmat suits, before being
tasked with photographing crime scenes and
collecting evidence . In true forensic fashion,

students then entered a series of simulated crime
scenes, where they had to carefully examine and
collect vital clues to help solve the mystery .

Next, students headed to the state -of-the -art
forensic science labs, where they were introduced

to a variety of investigative techniques . They
worked on bloodstain analysis, using swabs and
chemicals to determine whether stains found on
a garment were indeed blood . They also used UV
torches to help  confirm their  findings,
showcasing the tools forensic experts rely on in
their day-to-day work .

The day culminated in a fascinating clandestine
laboratory  outreach  session, where students
analysed a range of potential drug -related
paraphernalia . They began by assessing the crime
scene, identifying possible hazards, and recording
descriptions ~ of drug -related evidence before
proceeding with further analysis. The students
then carried out visual examinations of suspect
powders, weighing and describing each sample
to determine  whether it could be an illicit
substance . They used chemical tests Z Marquis,
Mandelin, and Cobalt Thiocyanate reagents zto
observe colour changes and chemical reactions,
adding a scientific dimension to their learning .
The final station allowed students to explore
packaging evidence, applying both visual and
chemical analysis techniques, including Fourier -
transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR),

to investigate potential links between packaging
materials and drugs . Throughout the day, our
students demonstrated exceptional engagement,

diving into each activity with enthusiasm and a
sharp analytical mindset . Many shared that the
experience reaffirmed  their desire to pursue
further study in forensic science and criminology,

making this an invaluable learning opportunity

We would like to extend our thanks to
Staffordshire  University for hosting such an
immersive and insightful day. This event was an
excellent way to bring our criminology curriculum

to life, giving students a taste of the world of
forensic investigation

Mrs E Goodwin - Teacher and Curriculum Leader of Social Science
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Year 7 students were busy
bakers  this term in food
technology, making tasty
blueberry muffins .

It was fantastic to see our
students working together
during each stage of the lesson,
from preparation to washing up
and cleaning the worktops to
carefully putting their bakes in
the oven.

Plus, Miss Asghar was impressed
with our st u d e homewrk in
their booklets Zwell done Year 7!

Across twelve days of the term,
we held a daily raffle and drew a
winner for each of the incredible
prizes. Mrs Hayes once again
worked her magic, creating a
wonderful selection  of prizes
from so many kind donations .
Tickets were available through
ParentPay or via reception, and
all money raised went towards
purchasing new goalposts . There
were hampers of treats, swim -
themed prizes, a Made in Stoke
hamper, and even a £100 M&S
voucher . On the final day of term,
one lucky individual won a
brand -new  wheelbarrow filled
with all its contents!




Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

......................... .
All students in Year 7 have been putting their imagination and
expertise in digital tools to good use for this y e a rChristmas card
competition . The standard of entry was again exceptionally high . We
hope you enjoy a selection of some of our st u d ewotks b

Lily L, 7C2

!‘

Archie R, 7C3 Ellie -Mai O, 7C3
—— e 4

Mr G Broomhall - Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science 14



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition
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Jack S, 7C4

Dante W, 7C4

best
for all to hear."
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Mr G Broomhall - Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

Have A Merry Christmas *

Fergus G, 7C6 William C, 7C6

Alexa M, 7C6

16

Mr G Broomhall - Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

MERRY CHRISTMAS

é Christmas!
William B, 7YX1 Plera L, 7C7
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<<~ Merrychristmas <~ </
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Mr G Broomhall - Curriculum Leader of Business Studies & Computer Science

Abdullah K, 7YX1
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House Dodgeball Competition

Our Year 11 Sixth Form and Staff Dodgeball Competition was a huge
success, with fantastic turnout, great house spirit and plenty of high -
energy matches . After some close battles in the round -robin
tournament, Centaur took 1st place (100 points), followed by Sphinx
(75), Pegasus (50) and Serpent (25). Well done to all teams for their
brilliant effort and sportsmanship! We b m@&v looking forward to the
next house event -the Christmas Bake Off on Thursday 18h December .
Please place bakes in the SLT area before school, clearly labelled with
your name, form, house and ingredient list.Good luck!




Christmas Concert

Well done to all the students who took part in this year
phenomenally festive Christmas concert . What a way to get
into the Christmas spirit with some fabulous performances

and joining in a carol or two! Thank you to Miss Balewski for
her hard work .

19



