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Highlights of this week’s news at school

and forthcoming events

YEAR 10 TALK

Nick Mellors from Connect
Fibre came in to talk to Year 10
computer scientists about the
skills and attributes needed for a
successful career in computer
science / IT and project
management. Thank you for
visiting us, Nick.

British Science Week

ECO-GARDEN

Spring is here, and so are our new
After-School Club projects! This
term we are launching a House
Flower Border Challenge, where
each house will design and create
its own flower border and
compete for the best design,
planting and overall impact
around the school garden.
Whether you're interested in
designing, gardening, building and
planting, or documenting the
project, there is a role for
everyone. Join us Thursdays after
school to help plan, plant and
bring your house’s flower border
to life, with the finished displays
judged later in the term for House
Competition points and prizes.
Please see Mrs Cotterill in N10 if
you're interested in taking part —
let’s make our school bloom this
spring!

Photo of the week
#weareblythe

WELCOME

Parents of Year 6 students who were
successful in their applications to join our
school were notified at the start of March
and it is wonderful to see how many have
already registered their interest in our
Summer Schools. Feedback from these
additional transition opportunities is
always really positive but our recent survey
of Year 7 students and parents showed
overwhelming support for these three-day
events. Mr Jackson is grateful that so many
staff and current students are willing to
help with the organisation and delivery of
the various exciting sessions.

Mrs Johnson
Headteacher

Pride, Respect & Kindness

Mavericks lessons!"

SPARKING CURIOSITY

This week, we have been proud to celebrate British Science Week in school. With this year’s
theme, “Curiosity: what’s your question?”, students have been reminded that curiosity lies at the
heart of all great science. It is curiosity that drives discovery, challenges old ideas and helps us
better understand the world around us. Our Year 9 students have been investigating the rate of
photosynthesis using Elodea pondweed, while Science staff across the department have been
delivering engaging British Science Week-themed lessons designed to spark questions and
inspire deeper thinking. As part of the week, Mr Knight has also delivered assemblies to all year
groups, highlighting how curiosity helped pioneers such as Ignaz Semmelweis and Edward
Jenner transform medicine and change the way society thinks. It has been wonderful to see
students engaging so positively, asking questions and showing genuine curiosity in their
learning. We are excited to keep that momentum going — look out next week for our Medical

BOOK MASTERMIND CHAMPION

Before half term, Blythe Bridge
High School competed in the
annual JMAT Book Mastermind
against five other schools.
Representing us, Hope M showed
fantastic dedication in preparing for
the event and impressed in both
rounds - including a specialist
round on Little Women by Louisa
May Alcott.

Thanks  to Hope’s  brilliant
performance, Blythe Bridge took
the overall win and brought home
the Book Mastermind Shield! ®)

Hope was also awarded a £20 book A
token for her achievement. A huge =

well done to Hope and thank you to

Mrs Jones for her support — we're

incredibly proud!




Online Safety Newsletter
SUPER SPORTS LEADERS

YouTube Safety Mobile phones: do you know
Update: New Parental : ) .
e the risks? On Tuesday, 10 of our Year 10 Sports Leaders ventured to Northwood Stadium to support and help
Weknom that chidren having 3cces 108 smartghone can expose chidren deliver the School Partnership Games. Throughout the day, our leaders helped to run and support a
1o risks incluing: . . . . . . .
Vitwing nspprapiae soment range of activities including Kin-Ball, bike smoothie making, throwing events, netball, and archery.
o Excassive screen timafuse, which in L can affect their mental . .
el Many schools from across Stoke-on-Trent attended the event and provided fantastic feedback about
© Contact rom nappropeiae pecelefprocming
Erlsti how helpful, enthusiastic, and supportive our leaders were during the sessions. It was fantastic to see our
pending moniy om in-app purchaves/scamt . . R . . . 9 :
bt s bl s oy o ki ol Beali? students thriving in a sporting environment and growing in confidence as the day progressed. Their
Compas discuss the research around this important opi, utining the . L . . . .
posiee and negative efects hat mobile phones v leadership, teamwork, and communication skills really shone through while supporting younger pupils
e S e e e an 0 and helping the activities run smoothly. A huge thank you to our Sports Leaders for the way they
£2 Oulls Sty et represented Blythe Bridge High School and Sixth Form — you were a real credit to the school!
EE hat published smartphone usage
& i summary, they 1

should e non-smant devices, for chibdren aged 11-13, they advise that if 2
smartphone is used, then parental contrels should be enabled and access 1o
social media resricted. Finally, for 13-16-year-gids they stil recommend
that parental contrels are mplemented and appropeiate restrictions set up.
aou €an resd the full guidance here:

it intpret-geine st

Could you delay when your child is given a smartphone with
smartghone Free Childhood?

The premise behind this movemens is that 4 parents/carers of a class 3
agree not 1a give their ehildren smartphones (theretore the level ef peer
pressure is reduced) or 3 set time or until 3 specific age:

What device?
When you think t s the right time for your child to kave 3 phone, then
“Which? provide an cwerview of seme aptions available:

it ehichico. F :
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ONLINE SAFETY
NEWSLETTER

Our new monthly online safety
newsletter is now available on L = S

our website for your perusal: & R ] BREAKEASTICIVB]
https://www.bb- : : el .
hs.co.uk/.../Online-Safety-
Newsletter...
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. . Barrow a script, write a
Fancy reading a b == kb
g ) review and possibly win
playscript instead a prize as well as

of a novel? points for your housel

KICKSTART

With unlimited free toast and hot and
cold drinks, breakfast club is a great
place to start the day. Kickstart opens at
8am and is available to any student who
wants to come along and pop in.
Although the colouring books and board
games are always in use, at the moment
Uno is definitely the most popular game
with students from Year 7 through to
Year 11.

Spring house competition for drama

Borrow one of these or many other play scripts that the drama
department has, read it and then write a review of the play.

The Year 12 Drama subject ambassadors will judge the entries and
award prizes and house points.

All reviews to be received by Mrs Baines by 117 April.

From Monday we are open to staff as
well so feel free to come along and join
us!

] = T
You are very welcome to borrow these or other plays

through Mrs Baines.

READING ADVOCATE

Mrs Ashcroft is reading: The Cruel Prince by Holly Black

The Cruel Prince follows mortal girl Jude Duarte, who, after her parents are murdered, is taken to the treacherous High Court of
Faerie, where she endures torment from the wicked Prince Cardan. Determined to belong and gain power in this world that
despises humans, Jude gets entangled in deadly palace intrigue, using her cunning to navigate betrayals and schemes, ultimately
aiming to control Cardan and reshape Faerie's future by seizing power for herself and her sisters. I loved reading this book and I
am already looking forward to reading the second one in the series. I really enjoy reading books in this genre and would say I
usually go for fantasy books if I am choosing which book to read.



https://www.bb-hs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Online-Safety-Newsletter-March-2026_SECONDARY_11_Blythe-Bridge_26-02-2026.pdf
https://www.bb-hs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Online-Safety-Newsletter-March-2026_SECONDARY_11_Blythe-Bridge_26-02-2026.pdf
https://www.bb-hs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Online-Safety-Newsletter-March-2026_SECONDARY_11_Blythe-Bridge_26-02-2026.pdf

D> LOOKING FORWARD [

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

We are going to introduce two positions of sixth form

SPRING TERM
MONDAY P4 CITIZENSHIP

2

Year7: Whatis self esteem? Sixth  form  students will study leaders for the start of next academic year. The process of
Y 8: What i bling / addiction? ind d d safety with a f . . .

car at1s gambing £ addiction” . indepencence and satety with a focus selecting students for these roles will start in the summer
Year 9: Contraception, STIs, confidential advice. on travelling safely both abroad and . )
Year 10: What is mental health? whilst  working  or  living term ready for the 2026/27 academic year. If you are in
Year 11: Revision skills independently. Year 12 and are interested in such a role, now is a good time

to start thinking about it. More information will be
communicated in the coming months that will give you
plenty of time to make a decision and apply.

KEY DATES

Monday 28 March
e Year 9 Progress Evening

Wednesday 25th-27"* March

HOUSE UPDATES

o Silver Rewards Trip 1. Sphinx: 1311
Friday 17th-19™ April 2. Centaur: 1166
e DofE Bronze and Silver 3. Serpent: 1160
Practice
4. Pegasus: 1124
Monday 27" April .
e Year 9 Options Evening Upcoming Competitions
KS4 Spelling Bee
Year 8 Art Competition
Spitfire Modelling
CAREERS SPOTLIGHT - Cross Country - Thursday 19th March
BENCHMARK 3 Easter Bake Off - Thursday 26th March
Congratulations to our Year 7 Escape Room
] . Swimming Galas
skills champions! After last
week’s Step into NHS event,
we are excited for our
students to discover the skill
they will be representing and
encouraging in others. Well
done Year 7! - | -
MENU C€HOICE

Year 7-11: Eid al-Fitr
Year 12-13: International Day of Happiness & Self-
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Footbak

| Swimming |

REMINDER

A reminder for students to check their timetables and

| KICKSTART

N1
:10-8:40am

MEET FRIENDS
CHECK HOMEWORK
READ OR PLAY GAMES
PURCHASE STATIONERY

bring in the correct kit for their PE lessons with

TOAST & DRINKS AVAILABLE

appropriate footwear. Please also remember to bring

SUPPORTED BY
YEAR 11 PREFECTS

in ingredients for food technology lessons.

@blythebridgehighschool
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Every half tarm, the
drama department will

1 playscript instead recommend three
of a novel? : playscripts that you can
borrow to read.

N

O W ' :
You are very welcome to borrow these or other plays
through Mrs Baines.
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BLYTHE BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
U s & SIXTH FORM
IPRE-

LOVED UNIFORM SHOP

If you are interested in purchasing items
please email t.matthias@bb-hs.co.uk
and we will let you know what we have
in stock. Donations are always welcome.
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. Part-Time
.\ Routes

Did you know you can raise free
donations for Blythe Bridge High
School & Sixth Form every time
you shop online? With over 7,500
retailers including Tesco,
Amazon, John Lewis and more, a
percentage of what you spend is
donated to our school at no extra
cost to you. Signing up takes just
a moment and is completely free
- simply scan the QR code below
to get started and help support
our students.
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by @lnner_Drive

www.innerdrive.co.uk

rain to Teach

in Local Schools

ry (3-7) - Primary (5-11) - Secondary (11-16)

The John Taylor SCITT

jtscitt.co.uk


https://jtscitt.co.uk/

BLYTHE BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL & SIXTH FORM

COMMUNITY N
LETTINGS ¢

BLYTHE BRWQGE HIGH SCHOOL
SIXTH FORM

Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth Form
is excited to offer our school facilities to the
local community and businesses.

If you are looking for a regular indoor or outdoor , . 4
venue for your club or society, or a space for a one H [ ) e
off event, we offer a range of facilities. —— 4 = S

THESE INCLUDE 52 i
MUGA PITCHES @ GRASS FOOTBALL PITC : o

®
. EEE e = e R | e -
MAIN HALL @ CLASSRO ITES @ART |
FACILITIES @ HARD COURTS ® SWIMMING POOL

Scan the QR code for our price list and
a copy of our hire request form
01782 392519
office@bb-hs.co.uk
STI1 9PW




Free

School

See if you are entitled...
It costs nothing to try, so why
not give it a go!

Even if your child prefers packed
lunch, it is worth registering to
receive benefits such as:

+ A discounted place on some school trips

* Year 6 Headstart pack on transition
including one school tie and headphones

« 20% voucher for National Schoolwear,
Hanley

* Access to free food and activities during the
school holidays

You may be eligible for support via benefits
related Free School Meals if you meet any of the
following low income entitlement criteria:

* Income Support

¢ Income Based Job Seekers Allowance. Please
note the ‘new style’ job seekers allowance is
not a qualifying benefit.

* Income Related Employment and Support
Allowance. Please note the ‘new style’
employment and support allowance is not a
qualifying benefit.

= Eligible for Child Tax Credit but not Working
Tax Credit and the household income (as
used by HMRC to assess tax credits) is not

Help the school by registering

for Free School Meals!

By registering for Free School Meals, you will also
allow school to receive PUPIL PREMIUM, which is
extra money from the government to support
children from families on lower incomes. The

more that £16,190. . .
) funding that school receives can be used for a
* The Guarantee element of State Pension . . . . .
Credit range of interventions including help with costs of
redi

school trips, music fees, teaching assistant staff,

¢ Support under part VI of the Immigration and after school programmes and equipment.

Asylum Act 1999

* In receipt of the 4 week run on of working tax

credit

Universal credit (provided you have an
annual net earned household income of no
more than £7,400 as assessed by earnings
from up to three of your most recent
assessment periods). Your net earned income
is your household income after taxes and
deductions and does not include income from
Universal Credit or any other benefits you
may receive.

The Pupil Premium strategy can be found on the
school website.

Holiday Activities and Food

Food

o ot
—— Staffordshire
or B Courtty Councl g?TF

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-
benefits/Holiday-activities-and-food/Holiday-Activities-and-
Food.aspx

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educational-awards-

benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx




	If you are interested in purchasing items please email t.matthias@bb-hs.co.uk and we will let you know what we have in stock. Donations are always welcome.

