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Celebrating achievements, new journeys, and
unforgettable moments at Blythe Bridge High School
& Sixth Form
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At the start of this half term, we adopted our updated mobile
phone procedures . For many years, we have had the simple
instructon B Ofand awaybut with new government

guidance, we extended this to b Ofarid away c all d a y Tis
meant small changes to existing procedures, such as phones
no longer being used in Breakfast Club . Although many staff
had reservations about how this could be managed, the way
our students have embraced this further digital detox has
exceeded our highest expectations . Breakfast Club is busier
than ever, with Uno being the most popular choice among
students from Year 7 through to Year 11 The number of
students who have had their phones confiscated remains in
single figures, and parents/carers have been overwhelmingly

supportive of the changes .

However, the best part of this change actually began long
before the government guidance updates, when a group of
Year 1lstudents requested support to feel less connected to
their phones . By the following week, a lockable box was
installed in my office, and now around 20 students choose
each day to leave their phones there, ensuring they are not
only bBOfahd awayc all d a ytut fully disconnected . Our
pastoral team have since requested similar boxes, as more
students have expressed an interest in doing the same. Well
done, Year 117 as the saying goes, b Mi g lwaky from little

acorns grow .b
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Mrs R E Johnson

Headteacher




Our Students Say It Best

66

| like my Art lessons with  Mrs Shenton \‘

because it gives me the chance to be
crafty. Recently, we drew overlaid
objects onto a piece of paper and
webr e wusi n goloprathem tin. t
The lessons are really fun and
different from my other subjects.
Esha H, Year 7

66

My favourite part of the Lille
trip was visiting the Christmas
market - exploring all the stalls,
meeting friendly people, and s
having the chance to practise
French with my friends.
Evan M, Year 8

99

was fantastic. Me and Joshua R
(Year 9) got the chance to help

Getting involved with Annie

Miss Balewski with lights and
sound. It was amazing!
Caleb O, Year 10

66

focusing on my revision to give

-

| am looking forward to

myself the best chance of
success in my GCSE exams.
Maxwell K, Year 11

Care as one of my options because it can
lead to a wide range of careers. | am
particularly interested in working in

1 would like to study Health and Social \‘
it

childcare, and | thin bs
understand childrenbs eal h
care for them. I bm really Io

to hopefully starting the course next year.
Raqgayah M, Year 9

66

Isobel M and | coach Year 7 and 8 netball
on Tuesdays. My favourite part is attending
fixtures, as it gives us the chance to watch

the teams play and then work on
improving those areas in training. Each
week we practise different drills and
umpire matches. Webr
encouraging younger students to get
involved in coaching too, helping to
develop their confidence and leadership
skills. Tamsin C, Year 12



sition

Year 6 Intake

183families have received the fantastic news
that a place has been allocated into Year 7
for September 2026. In total, 236
applications were made with key
Staffordshire Moorlands schools  again
heavily oversubscribed . The data transfer
process has already commenced with the
twenty -six different primaries in order to
create a seven form, mixed ability and
gender entry . This process also allows ability
groups to be created, and timetables
planned . This process will then be further
refined based on the SATs outcomes in July.
We look forward to welcoming Year 6
students into Blythe Bridge High School &
Sixth Form for the annual Intake days on
Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th June.

Summer School

Due to the overwhelming success of
previous events, we will again be offering
Year 6 students the opportunity to attend
summer school . This three -day provision
allows Year 6 students to further familiarise
themselves with their new  school
environment, foster new friendship groups
and undertake lessons not delivered in the
primary curriculum . Activities are likely to
include business, cooking, art, design &
technology, trampolining, French, PE &
science . Event 1will run from Monday 27th
to Wednesday 29th July, with event 2 from
Tuesday 18th to Thursday 20th August .

To enrol, please visit our school
website www .bb -hs.co.uk/ and
follow the link on our front page
or scan the QR Code.

Year 5 Transition Mornings

Year 5 students from Partnership schools
have commenced their transition

experiences in preparation for transfer in
September 2027. Year 5 student Elora from
Fulford Primary School said b teally enjoyed
the DT and making my cat design key ring .
The school is very big, and my sister came to
see me at breaktime .BFellow Year 5 student

Maddi from Springcroft  Primary School
commented, B T hseience was really good
and it was like doing a forensic
investigation . Mixing the solutions to find
out if it was acid or alkali was really fun but
the plastic gloves were huge in my little
hands .b

Dates for your diary

Year 6:

A Diamond Day: Tuesday 16th June
(nominated students only)

A Familiarisation Days: Thursday 25th &
Friday 26th June (nominated students
only)

A Intake Days: Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th
June

A Year 6 Welcome Evening: Monday 29th
June

Year 5:

A Tuesday 9th June: Science Festival
(nominated students only)

A Roman Day: Friday 19th June (nominated
students only)

A Maths Puzzle Event: Tuesday 23rd June

A Open Week: Monday 6th ~ ZFriday 10th July

Year 4:
A Olympic Legacy Event: Wednesday 17th

Year 5 children from Springcroft Primary School

Mr A Jackson - Senior Leader for
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Christmas at Blythe Bridge

Thank you to everyone who helped
to raise so much money for our
chosen charites by wearing a
festive jumper or hat. Here is a
flashback to 2021 when our current
Year 1lwere celebrating the end of
their first term in Year 7.
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What an amazing 12 Days of
Christmas Reading Challenge we
had! Mrs Jones was so impressed by
the effort, creativity, and
enthusiasm  shown by everyone
who took part, choosing winners
was not easy at all. Because the
entries were such a high standard,
she decided to award three Grand
Prizes! Our Grand Prize Winners are
Fergus G, 7HSS, Cara P, 7LRO and
Georgia S, 7LRO. Well done to all
three of you, your entries really
stood out! A huge thank you to
everyone who participated and
made this challenge such a success.
We loved seeing your reading tasks
and hope you discovered some
great new books along the way .

9SAH decided that they wanted to
create Christmas boxes for Animal
Lifeline for the dogs to open on
Christmas Day. They donated treats
and toys for the dogs to enjoy and
wrapped them during break times,
showing the importance of charity
during Christmas .

We found

a final
winner for
our 12
(school)

days of
Christmas
Raffle!

Many

L thanks to
everyone who supported this raffle .
We raised over £1000 which means
we can fund the new goalposts on
the top field . Special thanks to Mrs
Hayes for all her hard work in
putting together the prizes .

Our Christmas House Bake Off was
a tremendous success.
Congratulations  to winner, Grace H
and to our runners up, Kyan B,
Aariya K and Maisie P.

set an extra challenge to research
‘The Physics of Christmas' . After
selecting a question to investigate
such as 'How much energy does it
take to warm all of the mince pies
Santa e at sTRep researched and
presented their ideas to the panel
of students and teachers .

Overall winner Isaac was awarded

the trophy and prize after he
delivered a  presentation on
'Assuming no magic is involved,

how many reindeer would it take to
pull a sleigh full of presents?' Well
done to you all.

Thank you to all who attended our
Christmas Fayre and to our fantastic
student and staff helpers who
worked hard to ensure the event
went smoothly .

Staff Christmas Dinner

It was lovely to see our staff taking a
moment to enjoy Christmas lunch
and each ot h e cdmpany . Thank
you to all of the staff who made it
possible! It was delicious .

In case you missed our Christmas
video, please check it out on
YouTube :https //youtu .be/A 9IW 9aYVi
ag?feature=shared

¥

Chinitmns
VIDEO 2025

FROM BLYTHE BRIDGE HIGH
SCHOOL & SIXTH FORM

Pride - Respect - Kindness




Sixth Form

University of Birmingham Visit

Our A-level scientists attended the Christmas lectures at the
University of Birmingham . Scientists in the fields of
astrophysics, haematology and palaeontology  delivered
lectures explaining how exoplanets were being discovered
from an Antarctic base, how drugs are being developed to
treat unknown blood disorders based in research around
platelets and how fossils were discovered during field work
in Morocco . Following this, students were given a campus
tour by student ambassadors . Students had a sing-along on
the bus ride back up the motorway

Year 12Industry Visit to Slough

Year 12 A level maths students spent the day in industry
working as statisticians and scientists . Led by former student
Ellie Rogers, they travelled to the company's UK base in
Slough for a full day of activities . We are incredibly grateful
that Ellie has kept in touch with us, sharing her journey since
leaving the sixth form including studying maths at the
University of Bath. Many thanks to Ellie for invitng our ‘
students to see this vital work and prompt discussions about AN T

future career options . \ (¥ ’"g?‘
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JTMAT History Competition

Before Christmas our Year 12 History subject ambassadors
and 3 of our History GCSEstudents represented the school at
the JTMAT History competiton at the National Memorial
Arboretum . Students were tasked with the creation of a
presentation about one of the many memorials at the
Arboretum . All students worked incredibly hard researching
their chosen memorial which was the memorial dedicated

to the St. John's Ambulance . They created and delivered a
detailed and informative presentation to the other schools
involved in the JTMAT competiton and the judging panel at
the Arboretum . Although ,they did not win the competition,

the effort and commitment each student put into the
project was commendable and they all did a fantastic job of
representing the school .Well done to all involved .

—
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Tomor r dileabhers BETT 2026 Visit

In January, our group of Year 12T o mo r r deathsrs, Mr
Goodwin and Miss Housley joined tens of thousands of
education professionals at the wo r | Higgest educational

technology event at ExCel London . Our students had the
chance to engage with cutting edge technology

demonstrations, explore Al and STEM learning tools and see
firsthand how digital  innovation is shaping future
classrooms . Students attended live sessions and workshops

focused on practical tools and teaching and learning
strategies, plus inclusive practice .




Sixth Form

Tomor r deabhsrs

The group has had an incredibly busy term . Students have taken part in a Pupil Pursuit, where they followed a
student for the day to experience a broad range of excellent teaching across the school . They were able to see what
a typical day is like, and many found this to be an incredibly valuable experience . They were actively involved in a
variety of activities, including the bleep test, cooking, DT sessions, and supporting in English through one-to-one
reading and focused work . Some students enjoyed the experience so much that they are now volunteering in their
free periods to support within their subject specialism areas.

The T o mo r r Geadhers group have also delivered their first lesson. Thanks to Mr Knight, they were well planned
and prepared to deliver a citizenship lesson to Year 7 and 8. The students were absolutely fantastic , and although
they were understandably nervous, the feedback has been outstanding .| could not be prouder of their effort and
enthusiasm - it has been truly wonderful to see.Miss Housley

We all taught citizenship to the form groups we support . Beforehand, we went through the lessons, the teachers
stayed in the classroom, but we dealt with behaviour and taught the content .It was very interesting, a lot of us have
decided to pursue teaching after this Citizenship lesson.It was good to see what it would be like . My favourite part of
the programme is the teachers let us independently work and are there for support should we need it.| b enjoying
reading with the same form group every Thursday . Plus, | enjoyed the Pupil Pursuits so much, |did two! Tamsin C,
Year 12

Cheerleading Residential to London and Oxford

Well done to Jo- Mrs Johnson and Mr Goodwin took A
Lisa S and Lily S Level Maths and Physics students on a
who took their residential trip to London and Oxford,
first where they explored a range of
cheerleading museums and enjoyed sightseeing
session, Miss across both locations . Highlights
Housley is really included visits to the Science
proud  of their Museum, the History of Science
organisation, Museum, Lightroom, and atour of the
there has been University of  Oxford, providing
lovely feedback students with a valuable and inspiring
from e experience beyond the classroom .

students .  They
have their first
performance

coming up at
Springcroft

Primary  School
where they will
be opening their
sports day and
performing at
their summer
spring fest event .

A level Geography Trip to London

Year 12A Level Geography students recently visited Brick Lane, London for
a fieldwork trip linked to the Changing Places topic . The visit explored
how the area has evolved over time, from its industrial past in brick and

tile production to its current status as one of L o n d o mostsdiverse and
vibrant areas. Students observed the strong multicultural identity, with a
wide range of independent businesses reflecting different cultures, and
collected data on land use, environmental quality, footfall and
perceptions of place . It was along but highly productive day, bringing key
geographical concepts to life beyond the classroom .Mrs N Clarke




Year 7 Readathon

e
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Our readathon is officially complete! The enthusiasm throughout was
fantastic, with so many students already asking when we can do it again Z
always the best feedback! It was wonderful to see such a wide variety of
books being read across all genres, proving there really is something for
everyone . We are incredibly proud of Year 7 for their focus, commitment,
and positive attitude towards reading .
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Miss Townshend

Mrs Moorcroft
Mrs Cotterill

Reading Updates

Giraffe

Mrs Pheasey

e -
113 1

World Book Day
What a fantastic World Book Day we had at Blythe
Bridge High School & Sixth Form .

Students across the school enjoyed listening to their

teachers read the short story BBut tBount t obyb ,

Richard  Matheson, followed by thoughtful class
discussions . It was wonderful to see students engaged
with the story, and we are incredibly grateful to our
amazing members of staff for bringing such energy and
enthusiasm to reading .

Our Masked Reader competition was also a huge
success. Form groups watched members of staff in
disguise read extracts from c¢ hi | d rbeoksb garning
points along the way with any correct guesses for staff
and to guess the book .

The library was a real hive of excitement at break and
lunchtime, with a fantastic and welcoming atmosphere
with  tasks, such as a Traitors -related  activity,
encouraging students to read summaries of books and
try to identify any mistakes to help sniff out the traitors .
Plus, our teachers had a wonderful time dressing up as
iconic characters from books . It was a brilliant day
celebrating the joy of reading!

Well done to Nova C, Isobel G, Archie H, Elif K B, Lucy B, La
Kyan B, Jayce M & Olivia F

Reading Success

Congratulations  to our top 10 readers across the whole school
for the autumn term! We are so proud of the dedication,
enthusiasm, and love of reading you have shown . Your
commitment  to picking up a book, challenging yourselves and
exploring new stories is fantastic to see. Keep turning those
pages - you are setting a briliant example for the whole
school!

Hope the Champion Reader

Before February half term, Blythe Bridge High School & Sixth
Form took part in the annual JMAT Book Mastermind
Competition, where we competed against five other high
schools in a celebration of reading and literary knowledge .

Hope M was selected to represent the school by Mrs Jones and
showed fantastic commitment in preparing for the event. In
the weeks leading up to the competition, Hope spent many
break times and lunchtimes revising and practising questions
to ensure she was fully prepared .The competition consisted of
two rounds . The first was a specialist round based on a chosen
book . Hope selected Little Women by Louisa May Alcott and
confidently answered a series of detailed questions about the
novel . The second round tested compet i tgeneralb
knowledge of books and authors . Hope performed brilliantly
again, securing the points needed for Blythe Bridge High
School & Sixth Form to take the overall top spot.

As a result of this fantastic achievement, Hope has been
awarded a £20 book token, and our school has proudly taken
home the Book Mastermind Shield . Congratulations to Hope
for representing the school so brilliantly and thank you to Mrs
Jones for her support and encouragement . We are incredibly
proud of this wonderful achievement and the enthusiasm for
reading it represents .

Mrs H Jones - Librarian




In  December, eighty
Year 8 students
participated in the
annual visit to the
Christmas market in
Lile, France. For a

second year, we
received very high
levels of interest,
meaning that two

coaches of students
participated in the visit.
We stayed at the
Chat ecaiuEb bl i ng
near Saint Omer, for
two nights .

Students went to the
Christmas Market in the
northern French city of
Lile. They spent a few
hours visiting the many
stalls that sell food and
drink, crafts and gifts,
and lots of Christmas
presents were bought
and food and drink
consumed . During the
evenings students had
a silent disco in the
games room, a festive
quiz, and a Christmas
meal .

Students had the
opportunity  to visit a

traditional French
bakery, Boulangerie
dbEsclLui | Where
Bruno the baker
demonstrated the

bread -making process .

Mr D Sutton ZCurriculum Leader for MFL 10



Year 8 Trip

The bakery has one of the few
remaining wood -fired ovens in
France, and some students even
tried their hand at loading and
unloading the oven. Students also
visited the P&J Chocolate workshop
in Adinkerke , Belgium . The
chocolate making  process was
explained to them, before they all
had a go at decorating a chocolate
bar. The coaches were full of
chocolate as we travelled back to
the UK!

The behaviour of our students was
excellent during the visit, and they
were a credit to our school . | would
like to thank the ten staff who gave
up their time to accompany the
visit, particularly  Mrs Cotterill who
led one of the two coaches on the
visit. We are already in the process
of organising the visit for 2026 !

Mr D Sutton ZCurriculum Leader for MFL



Careers Fair

The careers fair was a huge hit with our students, who walked away with
invaluable insights and were incredibly grateful for the expert guidance from all
the representatives! From top universities and colleges to apprenticeship and
training providers, students had the chance to engage with a dynamic mix of
professionals, exploring exciting opportunities for their futures . A big shoutout
to Miss Housley, Mrs Baines, Mr Goodwin, and all the student leaders for their
tireless efforts and dedication Zwithout them, this event wo u | d habet been
such aresounding success!

12



Careers Fair

Thank you to all representatives who attended and spoke to our students!

13



Annie

| have always wanted to direct Annie as it is
one musical | have never done in the 25 years
I've been teaching .It's important to keep fresh
as a teacher and push yourself as well as the
students with the ideas and vision you have
for the show . Right since the auditions back in
September, the students have shown real
commitment and passion for the musical and
our ideas for it. However, a show like this
doesn't only require the performers as there is
a huge team of people involved in the set
design and creation, props making, lighting,
sound, stage extension, dog training, publicity
and so many other areas.A huge thank you to
everyone who took part in any way and
supported us in such an endeavour . The
feedback from the audiences has been lovely
to hear and we have already started the
discussion about what to do next year!

B S o nienny moments from the show for me
are that | kept getting pulled off of the blocks
on stage during [Hard Knock Lifehmy friends
doing 'try not to cringe' backstage, majority of
the cast doing the dance to [Easy Streetb
behind the curtain every night without fail
and the best memory is when all the orphans
sang acapella during [Hard Knock Lifebwhen
the music stopped one night .bAsia N, Year 10

B B e i parg of Annie has been a fantastic first
musical theatre experience . Despite being
new to the school, the cast has been
incredibly welcoming .| b lowed building my
confidence and making new friends! It has
been a joy bringing Rooster to life, and | b so
glad | stepped out of my comfort zone for this

show bLilly Mai F,Year 12

>
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Mrs K Baines - Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Curriculum Leader of Drama 14
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Reading Advocates

We love showcasing a different Reading Advocate of the Week Z
whether staff or student .1 t dways fascinating to discover the
wide range of books people are choosing and to hear what
makes each one such a great read.

Some of the books featured this half term were: [The Silent

Patient bby Alex Michaelides (Mrs Hayes), [An Inspector Callsb
by J.B. Priestly (Rory H) Thd Cruel Prince bby Holly Black (Mrs
Ashcroft), [A Christmas Carol bby Charles Dickens (Leighton G
and Paris B) and [Heartstopper bby Alice Oseman (Cobie E).




Focus on Safeguarding

This term Mrs Owen, our Designated Safeguarding Lead has delivered assemblies on
Child -on-Child Abuse, Children's Mental Health Week and Safer Internet Day.

The focus of the first week was on the ways in which students can ensure they don't
offend others or inadvertently hurt others . Safer Internet Day looked at Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and alerted students to the dangers of this. Children's Mental Health
Week focused on belonging and its link to our ethos of Pride, Respect and Kindness .
Students were also reminded how to report concerns, to our safeguarding team . The
assemblies were well received and provoked ongoing discussion in school, they were
also posted on our Facebook and Instagram pages.

Our Online Safety Newsletter
controls ; Mobile phones and the risks of viewing

screen time, contact from inappropriate
on in-app purchases . The newsletters for this year can be found on our website, social

media
newsletters /

pages

and are emailed to

parents .

in March focuses on YouTube Safety and new parental

inappropriate  content, excessive

people, cyber bulling and spending money

https ://www .bb -hs.co.uk/e -safety -

Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Owen, our Designated Safeguarding Lead, if you
have concerns or queries on s.owen@bb -hs.co.uk.

YouTube Safety
Update: New Parental
Controls

YouTube have published their latest
update on how parents can support
their child on YouTube. YouTube will
now allow parents to set the amount
of time viewing Shorts ~ this can even
be set to zero. YouTube Shorts are
short videos, usually less than 60
seconds long, which when
continuously watched, can lead to
excessive screentime. Furthermore,
parents wil also be able to

set bedtime and ‘take a

break’ reminders. You can find out
more here:

https://blog youtube/news-and-
events/updates-youtube-supervised-
accounts-teens/.

1 you would like to find out more
about supervised accounts on

YouTube, then this article explains the

different settings available:

https://support.google com/youtube,
answer/10315420%hizen-

GBE&ref topic=15279060&siid=15225
282118002181205-EU

Would you like to read

Online Safety Newsletter

Mobile phones: do you know
the risks?

We know that children having access to a smartphone can expose children
to risks including:

Viewing inappropriate content

Excessive screen time/use, which in turn can affect their mental
heath and sleep pattem.

Contact from inappropriate people/grooming

Cyberbullying

Spending money on in-app purchases/scams

What effects do
Compass discu
positive and neg

nes have on children’s mental health?

at mobile phones have:

peoples-mental-health/.

EE Online Safety Hub

EE has published age guidance for smartphone usage to improve children’s
digital wellbeing. In summary, they recommend that children under 11
should use non-smart devices, for children aged 11-13, they advise that if a
smartphone is used, then parental controls should be enabled and access to
social media restricted. Finally, for 13-16-year-olds they st
that parental controls are implemented and appropriate restricti
You can read the full guidance here:

httesi//ee co.uk/internet-online-safety

Could you delay when your child is given a smartphone with
Smartphone Free Childhood?

The premise behind this movement s that all parents/carers of a class all
agree not to give their children smartphanes (therefore the level of peer
pressure s reduced) for a set time or until a specific age:

different language? You
can use the translate

toal on our web version:
httes://wwnw knowsleve

What device?
When you think itis the right time for your child to have a phone, then
“Which? provide an overview of some options available:

hich.

Mrs S Owen ZSenior Leader

Finally, please take a look at our new
safeguarding page on our website by
clicking this link or scanning the QR
code www .bb -hs.co.uk/safeguarding/

Here, you can find invaluable advice
and resources on many areas of
safeguarding and support including
Bereavement, Family Support and
Mental Health, as well as the links
and details of our safeguarding team .

- Designate Safeguarding Lead
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Student Excellence

Year 7 Bikeability

Thank you to Bike Right for
visiting and delivering the
Level 3 Bikeability course to
our Year 7 students . They
learned how to plan a
journey, maintain  suitable

riding positions, pass
queuing  traffic  and use
junctions controlled by
traffic lights .

The groups thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and we
had lovely feedback from
the instructors that they

were very polite and
enthusiastic . Well done
team!

Year 11Geography

12 used their problem solving and
teamwork skills to tackle Miss
Bloore's revision challenges .

They demonstrated excellent
determination  to succeed, making
Miss Bloore proud with their recall
of their GCSE geography content
and skills .




Student Excellence

Felix Helps Manchester United Academy Claim Euro Cup Glory in Germany

Rising football star Felix has continued to make headlines with an
outstanding performance while representing Manchester United
Academy at the prestigious Euro Cup tournament held in Germany .
The highly competitive event brought together 20 elite academy
teams from across Europe, showcasing the very best of young
footballing talent .

Throughout the tournament, Felix and his Manchester United
teammates faced formidable opposition, including renowned clubs
such as FCBayern MU n ¢ h &V Borussia Dortmund, and Juventus .
Demonstrating exceptional skill, discipline, and teamwork, Manchester
United Academy side dominated their matches from start to finish,
setting the standard for excellence at every stage of the competition

Felix played a key role in the t e a mducxess, contributing  with consistent performances that
highlighted  his technical ability, determination, and football intelligence . The s q u a dhérd
work and resilience paid off as Manchester United went on to win the overall tournament,

defeating 19 other European teams to proudly lift the Euro Cup trophy . This remarkable

achievement marks another important milestone in F e | igrowirgy football career. Well done
to Felix and the entire team on a superb tournament victory . Mrs L Cartlidge

Connect Fibre Year 10 Talk

Nick Mellors from Connect Fibre came in to talk to Year
10 computer scientists about the skills and attributes

needed for a successful career in computer science / IT
and project management . Thank you for visiting us, Nick .

Mr G Broomhall

Skills Champions Step Into The NHS

Year 7 and 8 skills champions took part in the 'Step into
NHS' event this term . They had opportunities to listen to
people from different roles and ask questions about
their workplace . They now have a task to submit a
competition entry . Well done to all students involved!

Mr M Goodwin

SiEly, ST
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Superb Scientists

This term we were delighted to celebrate British Science Week in school, with this y e a ithbnse
BCur i:Whiat youw g u e st i Acnos3 fihe department, lessons and activities were designed to
spark curiosity and encourage students to think like scientists . Mr Knight delivered assemblies to
all year groups, highlighting how curiosity has driven important medical breakthroughs, using
pioneers such as Ignaz Semmelweis and Edward Jenner to show how asking questions and
challenging ideas can transform our understanding of the world .

In lessons, students have been putting this curiosity into practice through a range of practical

investigations . Year 9 students explored the rate of photosynthesis using Elodea pondweed,

observing how oxygen production changes under different conditions . Meanwhile, Year 10
students completed several hands -on experiments . In Biology, they used burettes marked with
target levels to model homeostasis, carefully adjusting liquid levels to maintain a set point and
demonstrating how the body constantly monitors and regulates conditions such as temperature

and blood glucose . In Physics, students built and tested electrical circuits, using ammeters and
voltmeters to measure current and potential difference while comparing how electricity behaves
in series and parallel circuits .

Students in Year 8 worked with Mrs Ashcroft to learn how to use a stethoscope and a pupil
dilation pen.They had a go at listening to their heart sounds in different locations and measuring
the diameter of their pupils in different light conditions .

Year 10 students have investigated energy changes during exothermic and endothermic reactions,
oxidised and reduced reactants by using oxidising and reducing agents and are currently studying
neutralisation  reactions . Their attitude and engagement has been fantastic . Kian and Harrison
expertly and meticulously modelled neutralisation to their class by reacting hydrogen ions, from
acids, with hydroxide ions, from alkalis . Universal indicator and a pH meter were used to find pH 7
(pH 7.00 exactly in Harrison's case). Links to prior learning were made when discussing how to
obtain the salt from the neutralisation products .

It has been fantastic to see students engaging so positively with these activities, asking thoughtful
questions and demonstrating genuine curiosity in their learning .

Mr K Knight ZTeacher of Science




Digital Creativity in Action

We are proud to celebrate Stevie C,7EMF,
who has been using his digital creativity
to help his mum edit social media content
for her work . Stevie regularly edits and
trims videos, adds subtitles, and designs
titles . Stevie and his family visited the
Regent Theatre to watch Cinderella,
where his mum interviewed local hero
Jonathan Wilkes for independent news
platform The Knot (@theknot .news) .

Stevie helped edit the interview into
an Instagram Reel (also shared on
Facebook), designing the title banner
Bl nt e mwithi Jowathan Wilkes at
the Regent for Ci nd e r &ad trimfding the footage to create a polished
final video - which already has over 1300 views and counting! Stevie also
assisted with editing two additional videos, adding headers and removing
unnecessary material .

Stevie said, b like editing as a hobby because |feel proud when | watch the
final result .| help my mum out, my dad films the videos and | edit them
afterwards .bIn school, Stevie is really enjoying French, maths, and music .
Keep up the fantastic work, Stevie - a briliant example of creativity and
leadership!

Revision Success

Well done to all those Year 1lstudents who

are engaging with the online revision ¥ o
resource Seneca.Due to the number of the Y & B
hours you have spent studying outside of —

the classroom this week, our school is = I
currently top of the leaderboard for schools « @ SN
within ~ our MAT and placed 9th _for S e
engagement from the whole of our region!
Parents are able to monitor their child's —
engagement by accepting an email invite
sent by Seneca.If you h a v e reteived this, Réspectacness
please let us know .

(&)




Student Excellence

Science Beyond the Classroom ‘

This & a are colepus informally
¥run aa the Casper octopus.
We are proud to celebrate Lexi C
(Year 7) who, after learning about
classification of species in science
lessons, independently researched
newly discovered species as real-life
examples of how scientists classify
living things .

Her curiosity and initiative is
fantastic to see, and Miss McFarlane
was so impressed by the way she
applied her classroom learning
beyond the lesson.

Brilliant work, Lexi - a great example
of scientific thinking in action!

Congratulations to our fantastic and inspirational students for their awards
from the JTMAT, for showing excellence in National or International status in
an activity .

Listening to our st u d e motigabions was truly moving and we are so proud
of how resilient and hard -working these students are. Congratulations to Felix
F, Holly T, Chelsea E, Lucie W, Lara B and Sydney T for their phenomenal

efforts .



Sport Stars
~=

Rising Star on the Slopes

William F (Year 7) recently completed a 6-day elite ski race camp
in Norway, training daily in slalom and giant slalom with world -
class coaches . Despite extreme weather conditions, William
achieved an impressive 3rd place in his first-ever Giant Slalom
race and finished the week by winning the team dual slalom on
the final day Za fantastic display of skill and resilience . William
competed in in the National Schools Snowsports Association
race league at Swadlincote . He was the fastest U12 boy on the
night and recorded the second fastest overall time across the
league so far. With one race remaining, we have everything
crossed for a national f i n anvittion in Gloucester . Following
his skiing success, Wiliam met with our Headteacher, Mrs
Johnson, to share updates on his achievements . His skiing has
also gained huge attention online, with a video showcasing his
talent on Instagram reaching 155 million views Zan incredible
milestone . We are incredibly proud of William and look forward
to seeing what he achieves next . Well done!

Barnaby Goes International

A huge congratulations to Year 7 student Barnaby, who
recently had the incredible opportunity to represent Crewe
Alexandra Academy in the Algarve Cup tournament! We are
extremely proud of Bar na bdedication, resilience, and
commitment  to his sport . Competing at such a high level is a
fantastic achievement and a reflection of the hard work he
puts in both on and off the pitch . Experiences like this not
only showcase talent but also build confidence, teamwork,
and  determination - qualities Barnaby  continues to
demonstrate  every day. We have no doubt this is just the
beginning of many more exciting opportunities ahead!

Well done, Barnaby - we are all cheering you on!

Making Waves

Huge congratulations to Katy -Hope B (Year 7) for an
incredible swimming performance at the
Staffordshire County Championships! Katy -Hope was
a finalist in the 100m Butterfly and came 4th place in
the 200 m Butterfly! Now she is the fourth fastest 13yr
old in the county (and she is only just 12) S h e bow
less than a second away from a regional time . All that
hard work training 10 hours a week with Cheadle
Swimming Club is seriously paying off!

Running to Victory

Seven of our students competed in the County
Championships  Cross-Country at Betley Court Farm.
They represented the City of Stoke-on-Trent with
pride and determination and produced some
fantastic results! Congratulations to Isaac C (Year 7),
who placed 2nd overall and was the first runner home
for the Stoke team . Congratulations to Flynn E, Finlay
D, Remi C and Elias K (Year 8). Flynn and Finlay both
finished inside the top 20 and were 2nd and 3rd
home for the Stoke team . Congratulations to Holly T
(Year 13, who won her race with an exceptionally

strong run, and to Tilly H (Year 10), who also put in a
strong performance . Good Luck to Holly at the
upcoming English Schools b Cross-Country
Championships!




Student Excellence

Science Writers

This term, we had a wonderful group of Year 9 and
10 students preparing for the scientific writing
competition

Each year students are encouraged to submit an
essay on atopic of their choice that is influenced by
an area of STEM. These students were working hard
in a workshop led by Mrs Ashcroft and Miss
Marsden to choose their topic and start their
research in the area. Students were then supported
to start writing their essay in an academic style.

To support the students in doing this, our science
and English sixth form ambassadors helped out
throughout the session and were incredible .

We are so excited to see the final submissions and
see if any of our students win one of the prizes .

Mrs K Ashcroft

Big Apprenticeship  Expo

A group of eleven enthusiastic Year 8 students
represented the school brilliantly at the Big Expo
held at Stoke City, where they engaged with a range
of employers offering apprenticeships, including
Panelco , the Army, Capula, Ford Mainwaring, and
Stoke -on-Trent City Council .

Throughout the event they were impeccably
behaved, showing maturity and confidence as they
asked thoughtful, incisive questions about future
careers and training opportunities

They demonstrated the key skills of Communication,
Listening, Speaking and Aiming High through their
conversations and returned with hands full of pens
and sweets, and with minds full of inspiration . Their
conduct was exemplary and a real credit to the
school .

Apprenticeship ~ Workshop

Thank you to Miss Townshend for taking our students
to a JTMAT-wide workshop . We hope that the
students found it useful in further informing their
planning for Post-18 study and employment

Mr M Goodwin




